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Prison inmates gain importance by 
rescuing, training dogs from shelters

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opc� a.com

CLAY COUNTY – Jennifer Kraus envi-
sioned herself as a police of� cer in a K-9 
unit, but she wound up working with in-
mates in Florida’s prison system to train 
dogs.

Non-violent inmates training dogs is 
nothing new. It started in California and 
quickly gained momentum across the 
country. It’s a way for dogs to get trained, 
which makes them easier to adopt. And 
it’s a way for inmates to earn time off 
of their sentence, show good behavior, 
and ultimately make a friend that judges 
them not on the decisions of their past, 
but the people they are today.

Dogs are a man’s best friend, right?
“I love seeing how much it changes 

everybody involved,” Kraus said. “It 
changes the dogs, the inmates and ev-
eryone involved for the better. Everyone 
grows in positive ways through this. The 
dogs learn better behavior, the inmates 
learn patience...it’s a great program.”

Kraus originally planned to be in law 
enforcement working with K-9 units. Life 

Mowgli is a graduate of the 10-week Pups 
At Work program and has been trained 
professionally by non-violent o� ense inmates 
in Florida prisons.

Pups at 
Work

SEE PAWS, 15

THURSDAY,  APRIL 8, 2021                                       WWW.CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM                                    VOLUME 58,  NO. 16   75

Pups at 
Work

A year after COVID, patrons now deal 
with traf� c, an enthusiastic schedule

By Don Coble
don@opc� a.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Joshua Wheeler 
and Tyanna Conant arrived to the Clay 
County Fairgrounds shortly after noon on 
Thursday, April 1 – hours before the mid-
way opened for this year’s fair.

Since it was Conant’s birthday, the 
mother from Keystone Heights wanted to 
be the � rst to ride the rollercoaster, Rip-

tide. “It feels good to be out again,” Wheel-
er said. “We missed it last year. We’ve been 
looking forward to this for a long time.”

By the time the gates opened on the 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CLAY COUNTY FAIR

This couple met during Tuesday night’s speed dating on a Ferris wheel event at the Clay 
County Agriculture Fair. Five matches continued their dates at the concert later that night.

Clay County Fair plays to 
large, enthusiastic crowds

SEE FAIR, 27

Inside 
Fun times at the fair 
                 – Pages 24, 25 & 30 
Business is racing 
for Jimmy Johnson at the fair                  
         – Page 23
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County officials work to streamline permit process
By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay County has 
plenty of residents and businesses who 
want to make changes to their local area, 
or they want to move or build things. In 
many cases, those endeavors need permits 
at the city or county level. There is usually 
a lot of paperwork and documentation that 
has to be completed.

Building permits are issued by city or 
county officials, allowing the resident or 
contractor to complete new construction 
or remodeling.

The request and receipt of a permit 
is usually a difficult proposition, but Clay 

County has worked to streamline the pro-
cess and make it much easier.

Chereese Stewart works in planning 
and zoning for the county. 

“We had been working on taking the 
process online,” she said. “But then COVID 
kind of kicked that into gear.” More of the 
process is available to be completed before 
ever coming into the building to submit any 
paperwork. Questions can be answered, 
and there are examples and instructions 
on the county website for what is needed 
and how to complete the necessary docu-
ments.

Stewart and her partner, Ed Layman, 
the county planning director, recognize 

there are many people who are apprehen-
sive at the thought of going into the office 
to submit their paperwork, but their goal is 
to put people at ease.

“We understand that lots of people are 
afraid to come in or think that we are there 
to give them a hard time,” Layman said. 
“That couldn’t be further from the truth. 
We have three experienced, professional 
people here whose job it is to make things 
as easy as possible for the customer.”

The county has worked to employ inno-
vations that will make everything run more 
smoothly. The online system also is run 
by both Duval and St. John’s counties so 
that contractors working all over northeast 

Florida will be able to work in a similar 
environment, thus making at least part of 
their jobs easier. In addition to the online 
application and submission, there is also 
the option of virtual inspections, which 
cuts down the turnaround time of going to 
and from worksites.

According to Stewart and Layman, the 
goal is to streamline the process as much 
as possible for everyone involved. 

“I think it’s important for people to 
know,” said Stewart, “that if they come in 
with their paperwork done correctly, with 
all their I’s dotted and their t’s crossed, 
that they should have a permit in hand, 
within about 30 days.” 

CLAY COUNTY – The General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs Florida is 8,400 members, 
including Village Improvement Association 
Federated Woman’s Club of Green Cove 
Springs and the Orange Park Woman’s 
Club, distributed among 193 clubs state-
wide where members serve their commu-
nities through volunteerism.

GFWC clubwomen live in cities, sub-
urbs and rural communities. They are pro-
fessional women, students, stay-at-home 
moms and retirees; and they are united by 
a shared commitment to enhance the lives 
of others through volunteer service. The 
women perform hands-on tangible projects 
that make an immediate impact in the arts, 
civic engagement, education, environment, 
health and wellness and domestic violence 
prevention.

Benefits of membership include a var-

ied volunteer menu, personal develop-
ment, leadership training, support and 
encouragement from women with similar 
interests, and health and happiness gained 
from making a positive difference. Mem-
bership in GFWC can help open career 
doors, enhance a resume, build personal 
and professional skills and add purpose 
for retirees.  Volunteers enjoy the camara-
derie of a network of women with similar 
interests that yields fellowship, fun and 
lasting friendships.

The General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs is a unifying force, bringing together 
local women’s clubs, with members dedi-
cated to strengthening their communities 
and enhancing the lives of others through 
volunteer service. With over 80,000 mem-
bers in affiliated clubs in every state and 
more than a dozen countries, GFWC mem-

bers are community leaders who work lo-
cally to create global change by support-
ing the arts, preserving natural resources, 
advancing education, promoting healthy 
lifestyles, encouraging civic involvement, 
and working toward world peace and un-
derstanding.

GFWC Florida is a volunteer, non-profit 
501(c)(3) organization comprised of 193 
women’s clubs, junior women’s clubs and 
juniorette clubs across the state whose 
members are dedicated to community im-
provement by enhancing the lives of others 
in their local communities. Inclusive and 
unified in their diversity, the 8,400 mem-
bers across the state attend to the needs 
of their communities through hands-on 
service projects, fundraising, education, 
leadership and friendship.

Orange Park, Green Cove Springs groups celebrate 
100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – Alcohol consumption dur-
ing public events is now allowed in parts of 
the town, although this isn’t a free pass for 
everyone to drink like nobody’s watching.

In fact, alcohol consumption is only al-
lowed at selected events held at certain ar-
eas of the town. Those areas include Town 
Hall Park, Clarke House, T.C. Miller Com-
munity Center, the Orange Park Sports and 
Recreation Complex and any other place 
designated by the Town Council on a case-
by-case basis. Alcohol consumption was 
previously not allowed on town property.

“As part of the 20-year visioning proj-
ect, the Culture and Recreation Committee 

Orange Park opens up alcohol sales on town property during selected events

 With a new ordinance passed that allows specific case-by-case alcohol consumption at cer-
tain events held in certain areas of Orange Park. The Town is considering following Green Cove 
Springs’ success with its monthly Food Truck Fridays.

was tasked with reviewing the current or-
dinance regarding alcohol consumption on 
Town property,” a town document filed for 
the town council’s April 6 meeting reads. 
“Under Section 6-5 of the Town Code, al-
cohol may not be consumed or sold on any 
town property.”

The ordinance passed Tuesday night 
changes that section to include some ex-
emptions, and those exemptions are the 
areas where, when given an OK by the 
town, alcohol is allowed.

“This topic was raised as a result of 
the town’s visioning process,” town man-
ager Sarah Campbell said. “(It came about 
when discussing) events toward adults 
and seniors [as] there have been more 
family-focused and child-focused events in 

town. Culture and Recreation studied this 
on multiple occasions....and they studied 
Food Truck Friday in Green Cove Springs, 

which has been so popular.
“The recommendation was developed to 

allow (alcohol) at town events in certain 
locations and other specific events with a 
special event permit that has been issued.”

Campbell said the policy would re-
quire the town to approve sales ahead of 
an event. A second reading of the alcohol 
ordinance came Tuesday night, but before 
approval, council member Roland Mastan-
drea called for a motion to restart the en-
tire process, which had already been dis-
cussed in visioning, passed by the Culture 
and Recreation committee, and approved 
in the first reading by Town Council.

Mastandrea said after talking to many 
constituents, he felt that the consumption 
of alcohol at events held at the Town Hall 
Park and the town’s sports and recreation 
complex should not be allowed.

“I make a motion to amend 7a that we 
take Town Hall park out of it and that we 
take Orange Park Sports and Recreation 
Complex out of it and that we also change 
it so that it’s subject to approval by Town 
Council,” Mastandrea said Tuesday night.

SEE ALCOHOL, 3
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COMMUNITY SERVICE,
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 

O R A N G E  PA R K  TO W N  C O U N C I L 
N E E D S  V I R G I N I A  H A L L

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY APRIL 13
VOTE AT TOWN HALL FROM 7 A.M. – 7 P.M.

Virginia Hall is a Clay County native from a family 
with a long tradition of community service. Her family 
started J.P. Hall Children’s Charities and its annual 
holiday party for underprivileged kids. She serves as 
the nonprofit’s president and executive director of the 
Ascention St. Vincent’s Foundation.

She’s also been recognized for her leadership and 
community service by many organizations including 
the American Heart Association, Volunteers in 
Medicine and the Jacksonville Business Journal.

VoteVirginiaHall.com

 info@votevirginiahall.com    @VoteVirginiaHall    @Vote_Hall

Virginia Hall for OP Town Council, 2321 Egremont Drive, Orange Park, FL 32073-5343 

Political Ad Paid for and Approved by Virginia Hall for Orange Park Town Council, Seat 4

Alcohol
from page 2
Council,” Mastandrea said Tuesday night.

The ordinance before Mastandrea’s 
motion already covered the last bit of his 
amendment where town council is given 
the power to approve or disapprove alcohol 
consumption at an event on a case-by-case 
basis. Mastandrea said when looking at the 
history of the town, places like the Town 
Hall Park and the sports complex don’t 
need alcohol.

“People bring children here, their 

grandchildren...and I don’t think [the lo-
cation] should have alcoholic beverages 
there,” he said.

Council member Randy Anderson said 
the original ordinance was already heavily 
discussed through multiple rounds of scru-
tiny in visioning, committees and before the 
council.

“This is a way for us to attract more 
people to our events,” Anderson said. 
“This entire alcohol ordinance was driven 
by the visioning process itself. It’s not like 
we pulled it out of our hat. The residents 
of our town asked for it and that’s what we 

delivered.”
Alcohol won’t be allowed, even at the 

town-sanctioned events, freely. Sales will 
be limited to a beer or wine tasting table 
at the town’s annual Fall Festival, or at a 
private wedding reception at the T.C. Miller 
Community Center.

Mastandrea’s amendment failed, 1-4, 
with Mastandrea being the sole “yes” vote. 
The council then approved the original or-
dinance, which allows alcohol at events ap-
proved by the town.

With this ordinance now passed, Or-
ange Park is looking to chase the success of 

Food Truck Friday in Green Cove Springs, 
which is one of the county’s most success-
ful monthly events, drawing nearly 1,000 
guests on the second Friday of each month.

“If you’ve been to Food Truck Friday in 
Green Cove Springs, it’s a nice event,” one 
public speaker said during the meeting. 
“[The town] isn’t going to be consuming al-
cohol on our time. The town isn’t even pro-
viding the alcohol or paying for it. It’s for 
community events, like somewhere to taste 
beer at a town festival. I am very much in 
favor of this and I applaud our council for 
considering it.”

Green Cove Springs joins April 
Water Conservation month push
By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The Green Cove 
Springs City Council offered a proclama-
tion bringing the city into alignment with 
Clay County and other municipalities to 
name April Water Conservation month.

Present for the proclamation were St. 
John’s River Water Management District 
Public Communications Coordinator Jenni-
fer Mitchell, and representatives from Clay 
County Soil and Water Conservation Board 
Richard Russell and Wes Taylor.

Following the proclamation, the con-
sent agenda was approved by a vote of 5-0 

with no items pulled for further review. 
Other notes discussed included that 

the city will receive a $3.6 million grant 
from the recently passed American Rescue 
Plan. The city is still working to identify 
how it will spend the money.

Planet Swim, who is contracted by the 
city to run the pool in Spring Park, will be-
gin operations on May 1. During the month 
of May, the pool will operate on weekend 
hours. Beginning June 1, the poll also will 
be open Tuesday-through-Thursday every 
week, It will be closed on Mondays for 
maintenance. In September, the pool will 
revert to weekend hours, and operation in 
October will be weather dependent.

STAFF PHOTO BY BRUCE HOPE

From left, St. Johns River Water Management District’s  Jennifer Mitchell joined Green Cove 
Springs Mayor Van Royal and Richard Russell and Wes Taylor, both of the Clay County Soil and 
Water Conservation Board, in recognizing April as Water Conservation month.
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Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-

mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 
few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling 

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and 
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

WordWord

SEE HISTORY, 5

OF THE WEEK

This Week In History

WordWord

SEE BUDGET, 5

The budget would 
leave many parents 
with one option, 
or no option at all
By Drew Wilson
For Florida Politics

A budget bill in the House has the potential 
to end many virtual school options and fun-
nel students into Florida Virtual School.

Current law requires school districts to 
offer at least three virtual school options 
to students within their district, though the 
statute also allows out-of-district students 
to enroll with no limit on the number of 
out-of-district students who could enroll.

Essentially, the law allows a county 
school district to set up a statewide virtual 
school. Only a handful of school districts 
have done so, and most of them are large 
districts, such as Duval and Hillsborough.

But a couple of small school districts 
have entered the field. The most notable is 
Hendry County.

Hendry is one of the least populous 
counties in the state, with about 40,000 
residents. Hendry is best known for its ag-
ricultural community. The school district, 
historically, is not as noteworthy.

The Hendry school system is relatively 
small. A few years ago, there were between 
6,000 and 7,000 students overall. But that 
number has soared since Hendry County 
launched a virtual school.

The virtual option has become exceed-
ingly popular exceptionally quickly, at least 
on Hendry’s scale. The pandemic has only 
accelerated its growth. Now, more than 
6,000 Florida students are enrolled in 
Hendry’s virtual school – nearly doubling 
the size of the district in short order.

It’s unclear why Hendry County of all 
places is drawing in thousands of out-of-
district students, but the answer appears 
to be word of mouth. Parents, especially 
parents of minority and special needs stu-
dents, are starved for options and Hendry 
takes all comers.

By all accounts, parents and students 
are satisfied with the program.

But HB 5101 would stamp it out.
The education budget bill would cap the 

number of out-of-district students a county 
school district-run virtual school could ac-
cept by requiring at least half of enrolled 
students live within the county.

The provision would threaten virtual 
enrollment in all districts, but large dis-
tricts would be more able to absorb the hit.

In Hendry, however, the cap would limit 
the county virtual school to just a couple 
hundred students, making it financially un-
viable.

SEE LAWS, 5

Don Coble

Five years ago, 2016

• State allocates $1 million to support 
Academies of Clay programs in the school 
district.

• Quigley House hosts first 100-mile 
Ride for Victims’ Rights motorcycle run 
to raise awareness for abuse victims and 
biker safety.

• Baptist Clay earns certification as 
an Acute Stroke Ready Hospital for a free-
standing emergency center on Fleming Is-
land.

10 years ago, 2011
• Reported domestic violence cases 

increase by 3.5% compared to a year ago 
and account for 48% of the county’s offens-
es, according to Quigley House.

• The Clay County Agriculture Fair 
closes after hosting a record 100,000 pa-
trons.

• Paul Clark, affectionately known as 
the “Library Guy,” was honored by the 
Florida Legislature as the Librarian of the 
Year.

20 years ago, 2001
• Members of the Clay County Sheriff’s 

Office, Green Cove Springs and Orange 
Park police departments, DEA, Bradford 
County Sheriff’s Office, U.S. Marshalls and 
U.S. Attorney’s Office arrest 50 “high level” 
illegal drug suppliers and street dealers in 
Clay and Bradford counties.

• Green Cove Springs Fire Chief Rich-
ard Knoff is selected as the fire chief of the 
year by the state.

• An independent Bible College will be 
built next two Berean Baptist Church on 
Fleming Island.

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Sesquipedalian: (sess-kwuh-puh-
DAIL-yun) an adjective that means being 
long with many syllables.

“College-bound students have mem-
orized sesquipedalian word lists and 
spent hours a day looking for gimmicks 
to propel them to a higher SAT score.”

By Don Coble
Managing Editor

CLAY COUNTY – Voters in Keystone 
Heights and Orange Park will head to the 
polls on Tuesday, April 13, to elect two 
members each for their city and town 
councils.

Bobby Brown and Deirdre Murphy 
are running to fill Seat 3 and Robin Bea-
ton and Stephen O. Hart are vying for 
Seat 5 in Keystone Heights. In Orange 
Park, John Hauber is running against 
Roland Mastan-
drea for Seat 3 and 
Virginia Hall is go-
ing against Susana 
Thompson for Seat 
4.

And while 
they are smaller 
races compared 
to the national 
landscape, those 
elections will be 
conducted without 
controversy, confusion or doubt. Unlike 
what’s going on to our neighbor to the 
north, there isn’t anything misleading 
about Florida’s election laws.

Residents here have to show identi-
fication to vote. Poll workers compare 
signatures on voter registration cards 
and mail in ballots, and when they don’t 
match, they reach out to the voter for a 
clarification.

And just as they do in Georgia, cam-
paigns here aren’t allowed to hand out 
food or water within 150 feet of the poll-
ing station, known as the “voting sanctu-
ary,” but it doesn’t prevent poll workers 
or election supervisors from doing it. 
The reality is, campaigning has never 
been allowed in Georgia or Florida with-
in 150 feet of the polls.

The misinformation coming with 
Georgia’s new voting law is disturbing. 
Lawmakers there expanded the number 
of days voters can cast a ballot. They 
better insured the integrity of the vote 
by doing what made Florida a model in 
voting proficiency – asking for an ID and 
comparing signatures. When President 
Joe Biden calls Georgia’s new voting 
laws “Jim Crow on steroids, “Jim Crow 
2.0” and “Jim Crow in the 21st Century,” 
he is doing the nation a disservice de-
signed, and he’s purposely keeping ev-
eryone divided.

We should demand better of our lead-
ers.

Jim Crow laws were created in 1865 
to disenfranchise and remove the politi-
cal and economic gains of Black voters 
in the South. Blacks were given literacy 
tests, and voting was restricted to prop-
erty owners. Organizers also turned 
their backs on the violence – real or 
threatened – at the polls, as well as pe-
riodically purging voting rolls, which in-
stantly stripped the registration of many 
Black voters. Former prisoners were 
banned from voting and some states 
charged a poll tax. Since Blacks were 
arrested disproportionately to whites 
in the late 1860s and in the 1900s, and 
many couldn’t afford to pay $25-$50 for 
the right to vote, it was another way to 
keep Blacks from voting.

America finally came to its senses 
with the Voting Rights Act in 1965. It al-
lowed all registered voters, regardless 
of race, to cast a ballot.

Asking voters to provide an identifi-
cation, either at the poll or with a mail-
in ballot request, doesn’t remotely com-
pare to the atrocities of Jim Crow. It’s 

We should demand honesty when 
our leaders talk about voting laws
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Pituitary hormone (abbr.)
 4. Ceramic jars
 9. Monetary units
14. Alias
15. ‘Superman’ actor
16. Britonic tribe
17. Shorten
18. LA Dodgers manager
20. Hoarded
22. Theatrically portray
23. Noah’s grandson
24. Dependent
28. Peyton’s little brother
29. Cools the house
30. Principle part of
31. Type of wrap
33. Peels
37. Commercial
38. Make an attempt
39. Arrange in steps
41. U. Utah athlete
42. Old English
43. Trade
44. Nostrils
46. Ticket seller __Hub
49. Of I
50. Institute legal proceedings 

against
51. Takes apart
55. Doorway
58. Long int’l river
59. Trailblazing athlete Gibson
60. Former CBS News host
64. Sign language
65. Badgerlike mammal
66. Thin strips of wood
67. Brooklyn hoopster
68. Portents of good or evil
69. Footwear
70. When you think you’ll arrive

CLUES DOWN
 1. Batflower genus
 2. Predatory seabirds
 3. Fish farm
 4. Arrangements
 5. Go in advance of others
 6. Bulgarian monetary unit
 7. ‘__ Maria’
 8. W. African ethnoreligious group
 9. Wild Asian oxen genus
10. Vinegary
11. To this
12. Explosive
13. Female sibling

19. Orlando museum (abbr.)
21. Type of hoop
24. About Holy Father
25. Academic environment
26. Extremely angry
27. Surrenders
31. Swiss mountain pass
32. Sharp mountain ridge
34. Erases
35. Spielberg’s alien
36. Absurd
40. Dorm worker
41. Used to make pesticides
45. The sister of your father or 
 mother
47. A way to let know
48. Can’t produce much 
 vegetation
52. Small streams
53. Folk singer DiFranco
54. Weights
56. Start over
57. Black Sea resort city
59. Wimbledon champ
60. Corporate executive (abbr.)
61. Unskilled actor who overacts
62. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
63. Of or relating to ears

built next two Berean Baptist Church on 
Fleming Island.

30 years ago, 1991
• Middleburg native Zelma Green, 100, 

sat in a rocking chair at the Cracker House 
at the Clay County Agriculture Fair and 
told patrons her “Swamp Owl” story.

• Kimberly Wendell was crowned “Miss 
Clay County Fair” on opening night of the 
Clay County Fair.

• Clay High’s Anne Rowell sets a Brad-
ford Invitational meet record with a 38-
foot, 7-inch shot put throw.

40 years ago, 1981
• An accident involving five cars in 

Green Cove Springs causes $18,000 worth 
of damage.

• There is speculation about the un-
usual number of absentee ballots cast for 
Calvin Wilcox and Donald Fullerton in the 
Green Cove Springs City Council election.

• After hearing numerous complaints 
hearing residents, Nytrex abandons its 
plan to dump sludge in Clay County.

History 
from page 4

Laws
from page 4

A virtual school requires infrastruc-
ture, equipment, internet connectivity and 
employees, most of which are expenses 
that don’t shrink commensurate with en-
rollment.

With only a couple hundred students, 
Hendry’s school district would go under. 
Especially considering the complex meth-
od by which virtual schools are paid.

Similar to brick-and-mortar schools, 
virtual schools are funded on a per-student 
basis. They aren’t funded at the same level, 
as there are no building maintenance fees 
or other costs unique to in-person instruc-
tion. It adds up to about $2,000 less than 
the per-student allotment received by tra-
ditional schools.

In addition to capping the number of 
out-of-district students, HB 5101 would 
give districts an out by replacing the re-
quirement they provide three virtual op-
tions with a requirement that they provide 
one.

In most counties, the sole option would 
be Florida Virtual School.

For most students, FLVS is a perfectly 
acceptable option. It also has high enroll-
ment numbers allowing it to easily cover 
fixed operating costs and absorb losses – 
if a handful of students went back to in-
person schools, it wouldn’t wreck their 
budget.

But what works for most, doesn’t work 
for all.

That has seemingly been a core tenet of 
the school choice narrative the Legislature 
has embraced for the past two decades. 
Even this Session, lawmakers are consid-
ering a massive expansion to school choice 
vouchers.

The author and main supporter of HB 

5101, Brevard County Rep.  Randy Fine, 
has said the bill was drawn up to stop 
some shady behavior among virtual school 
vendors.

Outside of Fine’s vague insinuation, no 
virtual school has been accused of paying 
districts directly before, during or after a 
student enrolls.

FLVS educates about four out of five vir-
tual school students in the state, and Fine’s 
bill would likely boost them to a near – or 
virtual – monopoly by suffocating smaller 
schools with strict enrollment caps.

While most current virtual students 
would be able to attend FLVS, it would not 
be able to take all of them.

Unlike in-person schools and some 
virtual school alternatives, FLVS doesn’t 
accept all applicants. It has GPA require-
ments and testing requirements. Perhaps 
the most prohibitive requirement: Stu-
dents must provide their own computers, 
internet, email addresses and phones.

The enrollment criteria filters out the 
state’s poorest students, many of whom 
are minorities. FLVS enrollment data re-
flects that. Nearly 83% of FLVS students 
are White; just 8% of FLVS students are 
Black.

Next to those bills, HB 5101 seems like 
a 180 on school choice and would institute 
something of a double standard.

There are some concerns with virtual 
school funding that advocates on each 
side of the school choice movement agree 
should be addressed, such as whether 
school districts are using funds collected 
through local taxes to fund the education 
of out-of-district students.

Whether the state should adopt a so-
called “one size fits all” approach to virtual 
schools is a policy that, as of now, appears 
to have a constituency of one.

Budget 
from page 4

a lie. Identification and bottled water have 
nothing to do with race.

And others, including leading publica-
tions with liberal agendas, agree.

USA Today’s editorial board wrote this 
week “No, Georgia’s new election law is 
not Jim Crow on steroids.” The Washington 

Post, one of the most-favorable newspa-
pers for the Democrat Party, gave Biden 
four “Pinocchio’s” – it’s highest claim of 
dishonesty – for his inexcusable descrip-
tion of Georgia’s new laws.

Major League Baseball moved its All-
Star game away from Atlanta as a protest, 
and the organization moved the mid-sum-
mer classic to Denver, where they oddly 
enough require voter identification. Also, 
in an effort to prevent fraud, fans who buy 

their baseball tickets at MLB.com are re-
quired to show an ID to pick up their tick-
ets. Read that again and let it soak in.

Delta announced its opposition to the 
law, although that company requires rid-
ers to provide identification to board one 
of its airplanes. Delta needs an ID to get 
from Point A to Point B. Georgia wants to 

see an ID from voters who will decide the 
direction of a city, county, state and nation.

What’s apparently clear is the few who 
are making the most noise about the vot-
ing laws are the ones who haven’t read it. 
Misleading facts on the contrary are either 
dishonest or ignorant.

As a country, we can’t afford either.

By Ryan Nicol 
For Florida Politics 

 A new school safety measure is ready 
for the House floor after an 18-0 vote 
Tuesday by the Education and Employment 
Committee. 

Republican Rep. Chip LaMarca is front-
ing this year’s bill (HB 7035), with Demo-
cratic Rep. Christine Hunschofsky serving 
as a prime co-sponsor. Hunschofsky served 
as Parkland Mayor during the 2018 shoot-
ing at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High. 

Hunschofsky thanked members of both 
parties for working on the legislation just 
after the attack’s third anniversary. 

“I think it’s wonderful that it is being 
done so in such a bipartisan way, really 
working to take into account all differ-
ent perspectives and all different experi-

ences,” Hunschofsky said of the bill. “I just 
want to thank everybody on this commit-
tee, on the previous committees and in 
the education silo for your commitment to 
school safety. It is beyond appreciated, es-
pecially by those in my community and my 
friends who have lost their loved ones.” 

Last year’s school safety bill failed in 
the closing days of the 2020 Session. Now, 
the House is reviving the effort after the 
Legislature approved other major changes 
in both 2018 and 2019. 

School safety officers would be required 
to undergo mental health crisis interven-
tion training. Past school shooters, includ-
ing the person behind the 2018 attack, 
exhibited several mental health problems 
before the attack. 

New school safety bill heads to Florida House floor 
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By Bruce Hope
bruce@opc� a.com 

OAKLEAF – A hero walks among us.
Clay County resident William Smith is 

a remarkable American. The retired U.S. 
Army Command Sergeant Major is a deco-
rated veteran and a member of the U.S. 
Army Ranger Hall of Fame. Earning the 
distinction is challenging enough in itself, 
but surviving multiple combat deploy-
ments, injuries, serving 25 years on active 
duty and � nally being inducted into the hall 
of fame says it all. 

The 84-year-old father of one is origi-
nally from Jacksonville. He served for a 
quarter of a century all over the world, un-
dergoing some of the most grueling train-
ing and combat situations. Following his 
military time, he worked for another 20 
years with the U.S. Postal Service before 
retiring for a second time. 

Smith was drafted into the Army in 
1954 and completed Basic Combat Training 
at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, in 1955. 
Following BCT, he went to Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, where he completed infan-
try school and the Airborne Course, where 
he became a quali� ed military parachutist. 
He quickly rose through the ranks, earn-
ing sergeant’s stripes at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky and Germany, where he gradu-
ated from the 7th Army Noncommissioned 

Of� cer Academy. In 1962, he earned the 
coveted Ranger tab after completing the 
punishing course.

Smith broke barriers by becoming the 
� rst Black enlisted man to be an instructor 
in the Florida phase of Ranger school as 
the Noncommissioned Of� ce-In-Charge of 
the small boat exercises. 

In 1966, he joined American forces in 
Vietnam, where he saw combat and was 
wounded. 

“We stayed in the boonies,” said Smith 
of that � rst tour in Vietnam. “In the jungle, 
so to speak.” That time in the boonies led 
him to his � rst injury, which earned him a 
Purple Heart, Silver Star and a six-month 
stay at Walter Reed military hospital in 

Washington, D.C. While leading a patrol, 
his unit came under � re from an enemy 
ambush. The point-man was hit in the 
chest, and Smith attempted to save him. 
His weapon was shot out of his hand, cost-
ing him three � ngers. 

Despite that, he continued to direct his 
men to counterattack the enemy, until they 
were defeated and the mission was com-
pleted. Only at that point did he allow him-
self to be medevaced to the rear.

After recovering, he eventually re-
turned to Vietnam, where he was the Op-
erations NCO for classi� ed in-country and 
cross-border missions with Military Oper-
ations Command-Vietnam, Special Opera-
tions Group.

Smith could have medically retired 
from the service following his � rst tour in 
Vietnam. He had no interest in doing that, 
though and he had to get letters from a 
past commander as well as a General with 
whom he had previously served as he peti-
tioned the Army to remain on active duty.

“I didn’t have to go back the second 
time [to Vietnam],” he said. “I wanted to go 
back over there and discharge my duties.”

After his time in Vietnam, he served an-
other 10 years, before retiring from active 
duty in October 1980.

Smith held several senior NCO posi-
tions and was held in high regard at the 

Rangers combat training course.
Throughout his career, he received nu-

merous decorations, racked up 175 para-
chute jumps and earned Jumpmaster sta-
tus. 

His awards include the Ranger tab, Air-
borne wings with jumpmaster star, bronze 
German ef� ciency badge, Expert Infantry 
Badge and Combat Infantry Badge.

After retiring from both his military and 
postal service careers, Smooth moved to 
Clay County in 2013, where he now lives in 
Oakleaf. He likes it there and enjoys play-
ing golf near his home.

“I just enjoy living in the area,” he 
said. “I got a golf course down the street 
from me, and if I want to walk there, it’s 
in walking distance. The Eagle Landing golf 
course. I play a lot of golf.”

Smith is what most Americans aspires 
to be: sel� essly dedicated to our nation’s 
lofty principles. 

“I been in service 25 years and enjoyed 
every minute of it.  I raised my hand nine 
times [to re-enlist],” said Smith. “So that 
should tell you how I feel about it [Amer-
ica].”

He is a beacon of duty and an embodi-
ment of the U.S. Army values; loyalty, duty, 
respect, sel� ess service, honor, integrity, 
and personal courage.

Retired Army Ranger trades jungles of Vietnam for golf at Eagle Landing

Retired U.S. Army Command Sergeant Major 
William Smith served tours in Vietnam, but 
now he spends his afternoons on the golf 
course.
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Celebrating 25 Years of Quality & Service

The Best On 
The Market

5,000 
Sq. Ft.

$2095

St. Augustine Weed & Feed
Apply in early spring to obtain control of pre-emerged and post-emerged 
weeds in Centipede, Zoysia and St. Augustine lawns. For best results, 
lawn should be moist prior to application. After application, water well. 
Do not use on Bermuda Grass or any type of Northern grasses.

7060 Hwy. 17 Fleming Island • 904-284-2011 • www.PatsNurseryInc.com 
Thank you for supporting the “Little Man”  

St. Augustine Weed & Feed
Apply in early spring to obtain control of pre-emerged and post-emerged 
weeds in Centipede, Zoysia and St. Augustine lawns. For best results, 
lawn should be moist prior to application. After application, water well. 
Do not use on Bermuda Grass or any type of Northern grasses.

OPEN
7 DAYS
A WEEK

Rose & Flower Food w/Systemic Insecticide
small and large bags available

Azalea/Evergreen Food Plus w/Systemic
small and large bags available

Fruit, Citrus and Pecan Tree Food
small and large bags available

Premium Bedding Plant Food
small and large bags available

Our Roses 
Bloom 

Year 
after Year!
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• World Wide Shipping
• Caskets & Urns
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529 Kingsley Ave • Orange Park

Burney Bivens Orange Park
Attorney Since 1982

Law Offi ce 
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904-264-3412

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important for family to be together at a diffi cult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today’s prices - 0% fi nancing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts 

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLEJACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENSMEMORY GARDENS

ObituariesObituaries

Timothy Aaron 
“Timmy” Wager

Timothy Aaron “Timmy” Wager 

Timothy Aaron “Timmy” Wager, 45 of 
Green Cove Springs, FL passed away Sat-
urday, March 27, 2021.  Mr. Wager was 
born in Orange Park, FL and was a life-
long resident of Clay County.  Timmy was 
an auto mechanic by trade and an avid 
gardener.  He enjoyed theme parks and the 
Star Wars Saga.

Mr. Wager was 
preceded in death 
by his father, Ricky 
Wager, aunt, Bobbie 
Darling and grandfa-
ther, Robert Darling.  
He is survived by his 
mother, Susan (Rick) 
Shaffner, grandpar-
ents, Janie Darling, 
Allen and Doris Wa-
ger, aunts, Annette 
(Don) Modesitt, Pat (Larry) Baughn, and 
Lisa  (David) Harsey, several cousins 
and many extended family members and 
friends.

Private services will be held at a later 
date.

Arrangements are under the care of 
Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral 
Home and Cremation Center, 2335 San-
dridge Road, Green Cove Springs, FL  
32043.  Family and friends may share 
their condolences at: www.RHRFH.com 
904-284-7720

Mackenzie Judith Jackson 
Mackenzie Judith Jackson 36, of Flem-

ing Island FL passed away on Tuesday 
March 30, 2021 - just 23 days after cel-
ebrating her 36th 
birthday. 

She was born on 
March 08, 1985, in 
Jacksonville, FL and 
was the daughter of 
Bernard and Judith 
Chapple. 

Mackenzie loved 
music, cooking, 
laughing, caring for 
others, hosting par-
ties, reality TV, crime 
shows, making gift baskets, and all things 
relates to Disney and Marvel Comics.  
However, nothing gave her more joy than 
her 10-year-old daughter, Mikayla Kelli 
Clarke (aka Boo), born August 27, 2010. 
It was often said that they beat with the 
same heart and lived in their own alternate 
universe with rainbows, unicorns, fairies, 
love, smiles and where everyone loves ev-
eryone because that is how it is supposed 
to be.

The relationship she had with her big 
brother, Joshua Carl Jackson, was unlike 
any other.  His pet name for his little sister 
was, “Militant Midget.”  Rest assured their 
love for each other was unflappable, and 
she always had his back, EVEN WITH MOM 
AND DAD. Mackenzie was Joshua’s biggest 
Fan and Supporter.

She loved being around family and 
friends and never met a pair of flip-flops 
she did not like, especially if they were in 
her favorite color purple. Always the peace 
maker and not much for make-up, dress-up 
or much clothing at all, she believed that 
everyone should be accepted, “just as they 
are.”

Mackenzie attended Clay High school, 
and Florida A&M University (FAMU). She 
was a member of Toastmasters Interna-
tional and was recently employed by Free-
dom Mortgage. 

Mackenzie was preceded in death 
by both grandfathers Enoch Brooks and 
Bernard Chapple Sr. both great-grand-
mothers, her very dear big sister Kelli 
Chapple (03/31/1984 - 09/08/2007). She 
is survived by her daughter Mikayla Clarke 
(Boo), parents Judith and Bernard Chap-
ple, her loving and protective big brother 

Joshua C. Jackson, both Grandmothers 
Sammie Brooks and Verdell Safo-Bruce, 
stepbrother Gecolby Wright, and stepsis-
ter Leslie Chapple. Very dear and special 
aunts Pamela Brooks, Angela Witherspoon, 
Tobi Chapple-Brown (Andrew), Robin 
Chapple-McClinton, Uncle Edward Brooks, 
very dear and special cousins Ian Sr. 
(Brantanic), Erin Crews, Ian Jr, Lamareya, 
Ariel, Tyler and Blake Brown and LaShon-
da Foster Vereen. Also mourning her death 
are Mikayla’s dad Robert Clarke and her 
godparents Jerrell Wilson and Gina White 
(Ronald), and a host of great aunts, uncles, 
cousins, classmates, co-workers, friends 
and everyone whose life she has touched 
or fed in her brief visit here on earth. 

The sadness felt by Mackenzie’s family 
is overwhelming and indescribable. This 
4’10” little lady was indeed the glue who 
tirelessly held our family together.  

Family and friends may pay their re-
spects at Hardage-Giddens Rivermead 
Funeral Home, 127 Blanding Blvd, Orange 
Park, FL 32073, Friday, April 09, 2021 
from 6pm – 8pm.

Funeral service will be held in the cha-
pel of the Funeral Home on Saturday April 
10, 2021 at 11:00am.  A livestream of fu-
neral services may be viewed at one of the 
following links for those unable to attend: 
https://youtu.be/f5Cz6XWqOyk or https://
youtu.be/yUDzCIUzvCM.  

Interment will immediately follow ser-
vice: Mackenzie will be laid to rest next to 
her big sister Kelli at Jacksonville Memory 
Gardens at 111 Blanding Blvd, Orange 
Park, FL 32073

In lieu of flowers, the family would ap-
preciate donations to Mackenzie’s minor 
daughter’s education. A custodial account 
has been set up at Bank of America. The 
Title of the Account is FL UTMA ACCT FOR 
Mikayla Kelli Clarke with Judith Chapple 
as Custodian. Checks can be mailed to: 
1604 Royal Fern Lane, Fleming Island, 
FL 32003 or sent electronically via Cash 
App:$JudithChapple or via Zelle to Judith 
Chapple, 904-868-6549 (acct#5148) 

Walter Foxworth Clarke 
Walter Foxworth Clarke passed away 

peacefully on March 26, 2021 at 84 years 
old. He was born June 3, 1936 in Jackson-
ville, Florida to William Edward Clarke and 
Georgia Self Clarke. 

Walter attended Landon High School 
and University of Florida. He also spent 
time in the Navy. He 
grew up enjoying 
the outdoors with 
his family especially 
time spent at the 
Clarke family home 
in Orange Park and 
their vacation house 
on Spring Lake. 

In his youth, he 
attended Southside 
Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville. As an 
adult, he enjoyed singing in the choir and 
playing the church piano and organ at 
many churches, including Riverside Pres-
byterian Church in Jacksonville. He was an 
accomplished organ player and a member 
of a local organ society.  He had a passion 
for history and was a successful antiques 
dealer in Jacksonville. Walter enjoyed 
traveling with friends visiting historic 
towns, flea markets, and art and music fes-
tivals throughout Florida. He also enjoyed 
traveling with his mother, especially their 
wonderful trips abroad. 

Walter was preceded in death by his 
parents and his brother Bill Clarke. He 
is survived by his sister Dorothy Clarke 
Bilbrey and her husband Robert Bilbrey, 
nephews and nieces; Bobby and Rick Bil-
brey, Beth Hiltabidle and Julie Clarke 
and 8 great nieces and nephews. He will 
be dearly missed by his family and many 
friends including Scott, Ray and Dee Frey 
and Betty Porter.   

A graveside service and Celebration of 
Life will be held at Magnolia Cemetery in 
Orange Park, Florida in early June. Please 
visit his memorial page at www.william-
sthomasfhunerhome.com for more details 
including date, time and directions.  In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made to Haven 
Hospice, 4200 NW 90th Blvd., Gainesville 
FL 32606 at beyourhaven.org or to the 
Clarke House Park, Orange Park, Florida 
in his memory at: The Historical Society of 
Orange Park, P.O. Box 8, Orange Park, FL 
32067. For further information call Wil-
liams-Thomas Downtown 352-376-7556.

Mackenzie Judith 
Jackson

Walter Foxworth 
Clarke
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Board approves proposal to provide maintenance for athletic fields
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

FLEMING ISLAND – The Fleming Island 
High In-Service Training Facility was 
packed Thursday, April 1, as students, 
teachers and administrators prepared to 
grill the school board about athletic field 
maintenance.

It turned out that wasn’t needed, as 
the board announced before the public 
comment section it intended to approve a 
long-delayed request for proposal to pro-
vide maintenance for stadiums and park 
at local schools. The board then approved 
a $42,000 contract with AGROW PRO Inc. 
for “athletic field maintenance services,” 
and it had been something on the board’s 
docket since last December.

The fields were already in need of main-
tenance last December, but the item was 
continually pushed after motions weren’t 
seconded, which led the item to a dead end. 
The students and sports-related teachers, 
coaches and administrators continued to 
grow frustrated and they showed up in 
droves during the last meeting prepared to 
plead with the board.

It wasn’t necessary, though, as de-
spite hearsay on social media, the board 
intended to pass the request for proposal 
that night.

“This board cares deeply about our stu-
dents whether they’re in our classrooms or 
on our fields,” board member Janice Ker-
ekes said. “I can see this passing tonight...
and business [can] go back to the way it 
was. I think...if you know our intention [to 
pass], maybe you don’t want to come up 
here.”

This is in reference to the 28 com-
menter cards the board had received, all 
from people intending to talk about why the 
board needed to approve the RFP.

“We have a consensus where the major-

 CESPA President Lonnie Roberts told the board it should rely less on hiring outside contractors 
and should consider hiring new employees for jobs like cutting grass.

ity of us are voting for this,” she said. “We 
all deeply care about our fields, our class-
rooms, our gymnasiums and our resources 
and I just want to put that out there.”

There literally was a sigh of relief from 
the dozens of people who supported the 
RFP, but many still spoke. 

Each person, though, expressed how 
they had a different speech prepared be-
fore they heard Kerekes say the board was 
going to approve the RFP.

“Why is this important?” Jay Stillanou 
said. “That’s an important question to ask. 
[The answer is] because we’re prideful 
in Clay County. Our fields looked terrible, 
beyond bad. What you’re seeing is green, 
but it’s not grass. It’s weeds. Our fields can 

be some of the best around and this is the 
right thing to do for our kids. This reaffirms 
that we live in the greatest county.”

Middleburg High senior, Brooke Swin-
son, explained that the outcome of the 
school board’s decision that night greatly 
impacts the safety of Clay County school 
fields. She said the board should recognize 
that students from different schools were 
at the meeting, standing in solidarity, be-
cause “rivalries come to a standstill when 
our gameplay is in jeopardy.”

The school board approved the propos-
al, 4-0, with board member Ashley Gilhou-
sen recusing herself from the vote because 
her brother is the contractor.

In other business ...
CESPA president Lonnie Roberts asked 

the board to focus on hiring employees, not 
outside contractors, for many projects like 
cutting grass.

“The custodians themselves cut the 
grass and they did a good job,” Roberts 
said. “You put all of the custodians back 
into the buildings to free up others inside 
and then [you] went out and hired a grass 
cutting service. In my opinion, that service 
needs to go.”

Roberts said he’s seen knee-high grass 
at schools like Green Cove Springs Junior 
and Fleming Island highs.

“We talk about athletic fields, the safety 
of children and the pride of looking good 
throughout the entire district. Let’s take a 
look at some of the grounds themselves. If 
you drove by [GCSJH and FIH], you’d say 
something is in distress.”

Roberts said the school board won’t 
find better service than the service of the 
people they already employ. They can be 
anywhere in the county fixing a problem, 
he said, meanwhile grass is knee-high at 
some schools. 

He said people actually employed by 
the district take pride in their job, espe-
cially when compared to outside contrac-
tors and service companies.

“Now that we’ve hired someone else to 
do the grass... I’m not seeing the pride,” 
Roberts said. “These contractors come in 
and it’s another dig at support employees, 
another way to gut the employees from 
their jobs. Every time I turn around, it’s 
‘let’s go out for a bid or another contract.’ 
Why don’t we just go ahead and hire peo-
ple?

“The way we’ve been doing it for so long 
has got to change. All of our experience is 
leaving.”

For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Atlantic Logistics, 
one of the fastest growing logistics com-
panies in the United 
States announced 
Grant Sweeting as 
the firm’s controller. 
Sweeting with over-
see the accounting 
department and staff 
for the professional 
brokerage, third par-
ty logistics business.

He will report 
directly to CEO Rob 
Hooper and is respon-
sible for assisting top management with 
key financial decisions, business reports, 
financial forecasts and statements, bud-

gets, maximizing profits, and developing 
new expansion areas. Sweeting will also 
direct the financial direction of the compa-
ny along with detailing legal requirements 
to help grow the business with a focus on 
truckloads, flatbed, refrigerated, van and 
government transportation services. He 
also oversees staff in the human resources 
division.

With the addition of Sweeting to the or-
ganization, Atlantic Logistics has grown to 
39 employees in the firm’s corporate build-
ing complex headquartered at 3003 Claire 
Lane, Suite 303 in Jacksonville and 150 S. 
Lawrence Blvd. in Keystone Heights.

“We are proud to have Grant join the 
team and continue our family-oriented 
business tradition while adding precision 
leadership. This is a significant milestone 
for Atlantic Logistics as we follow the com-

pany credo to do the right thing and follow 
the Golden Rule,” Hooper said. “Atlantic 
Logistics strives to constantly grow, inno-
vate, and improve service, and understand 
that earning our client’s business is a daily 
task, and we thrive on that challenge.” 

“I’m excited to join the Atlantic Logis-
tics team and look forward to my direct 
involvement in the growth and success of 
this business. The company has a proven 
track record of steady growth and the fu-
ture looks positive for progress and hir-
ing,” Sweeting said.

In 2010, Sweeting began his profes-
sional career in the audit practice of a 
Big Four public accounting firm for a va-
riety of privately held and publicly traded 
companies. He also served on the revenue 
accounting team for a technologically ad-
vanced marketing services firm in consum-

er brands and retailers. Sweeting holds 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and a master’s 
degree in Accounting from the University 
of North Florida in Jacksonville, Fla. He is 
a Certified Public Accountant and licensed 
in the state of Florida. Sweeting and his 
family reside in the southside area of Jack-
sonville.

Atlantic Logistics was founded 20 
years ago and has experienced record 
growth with moving 24,900 loads and 
$24.5 million in total revenue. Utilizing 
the industry’s latest technologies such as 
load-tracking, digital freight matching and 
transportation management software, the 
company is prospering. Professional part-
ners including Trucker Tools and McLeod 
Software have maximized Atlantic Logis-
tics resources to meet continued expan-
sion into 2021, and beyond.

Atlantic Logistics selects Grant Sweeting as controller

Grant Sweeting 

“We talk about athletic fields, the safety of children and the pride of looking good 
throughout the entire district. Let’s take a look at some of the grounds themselves. If 
you drove by [GCSJH and FIH], you’d say something is in distress.”

– Lonnie Roberts 
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• All shapes & sizes available, thousands of settings available
• Call for a FREE quote today,  
 see it tomorrow
• Diamond Trade ins available

• No obligation to buy it.
Personal appointments available 9 to 6 Monday-Friday

Saturday appointments available 9 to 1 to show Lab Diamonds Only

904-579-4909

Lab Grown Diamonds are 100% Diamond  
at 1/2 the cost of  natural diamonds.

MASTER
JEWELER

jimdiamondop@gmail.com
Open Monday-Friday 10 to 4

807 Park Ave., Orange Park, FL 32073

Elmer Posic Margot HayeMike Youngblood Suzanne TowerEsther Lee

For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – This is the 14th time 
the Golden Years Gala recognizes senior 
adults for outstanding volunteer service 
in Clay County. What a wonderful way to 
say “Thank You!” by celebrating someone 
you know for their extraordinary efforts. 
The 2020 categories are as follows: Life-
time Achievement, Volunteer Senior Man 
of the Year and Volunteer Senior Woman of 
the Year. In addition to the nominees, we 
will be honoring the Shepherd’s Center’s 
Volunteer of the Year. Senior adults are im-
portant to the community. They are a gen-
eration of high values, strong work ethic, 
commitment, integrity, generosity and loy-

alty. Seniors are a wonderful example to 
all, showing that true fulfillment is to share 
their time and talents through serving.

This year’s Golden Years Gala will be 
held at Sullivan Hall, 7190 U.S. Highway 
17 S., Fleming Island, on Wednesday, 
May 5. Breakfast will be served at 8:30 
a.m. with live auction and awards pro-
gram. Tickets are $50; please call (904) 
269-5315 to order yours today. The event 
benefits The Shepherd’s Center of Orange 
Park, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit which provides 
services to improve the quality of life and 
longer independence of hundreds of senior 
adults in Clay County through award-win-
ning educational programming and events 

focused on health and wellness.
A listing of the five honorees and the 

Shepherd’s Center Volunteer of the Year 
with a brief summary of their activities fol-
lows.

Lifetime Achievement honoree

Esther Lee
Esther volunteers at The Food Bridge of 

the Middleburg United Methodist Church, 
The Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park, the 
Clay County Extension Office, Middleburg 
United Methodist Church serving on two 
committees, Florida Home and Community 
Educators Association and the Clay County 

Fair. Esther works four days a week at 
the Food Bridge of the Middleburg United 
Methodist Church where they distribute 
about 200 bags of groceries every week to 
families in need. During this pandemic, the 
need has greatly increased. She has served 
on the Board of the Shepherd’s Center of 
Orange Park, and she also teaches classes 
covering her travels and nutrition. Ester 
serves as the Chair of the Staff Parish Re-
lations Committee at Middleburg UMC and 
serves in the Trustees and Finance Com-
mittees. She teaches evening Adult Bible 
Study Class. She worked with other 

Finalists selected for Shepherd Center’s Golden Years Gala awards

SEE GALA, 28
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By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – Anyone living close to NAS 
Jacksonville is familiar with the sounds 
and sights of the Navy’s Blue Angels.

Formed in 1946 by the U.S. Navy, the 
Blue Angels are the second oldest aerobat-
ic team in the world and the oldest Ameri-
can aerobatics team. It’s a set of six Boeing 
F/A-18 Super Hornets and together, they 
pull off incredible formations and sweat-
inducing stunts that have wowed crows 
around the country for years. 

They can be seen practicing over NAS 
Jax’s air field often and those in Clay Coun-
ty are quite familiar with this patriotic 
phenomenon.

“I love it when my windows rattle and I 
look up to see a blue and gold streak in the 
sky,” reader Paul Michel said. “Fly Navy!”

Two dozen people responded to a Clay 
Today Facebook post about multiple Blue 
Angels practice demonstrations April 7-9, 
and all were excited to hear the sounds of 
the jets. The post was intended as a warn-
ing about noise for those living or working 

near NAS Jax, but it grew to become a mo-
ment of praise for the Blue Angels.

“Is this seriously a problem?” Ronnie-
Clare Rohr said. “It’s the United States 
of America and we are fortunate enough 
to be close to NAS Jacksonville, Home of 
the Blue Angels. Wow! I think some people 
need a trip to [Quietville].”

Kathleen Gaston agreed and said any-
one “who doesn’t want to hear the sound 
of freedom has plenty of time to leave the 
area.” Candy Goodwin-Wendorff also said 
the noise of the Blue Angels is the sound 
of freedom, while Barby Mains said she 
wished the Blue Angels would fly over her 
home on Fleming Island.

“Bring on the thunder,” Porter Waldron 
said. “Those who complain bought their 
home way after it was a Navy airfield. 
[The] price of freedom [is] a little noise. 
Deal with it.”

Becky Price said she was excited for 
the Blue Angels since NAS Jax is the birth-
place of the group. Christy Thistleton said 
their uncle was a retired career aircraft 
mechanic that worked on the Blue Angels’ 

Anyone living close to NAS Jacksonville just outside of Clay County knowns the Navy’s Blue 
Angels can be heard training at that base and Clay Today asked its readers what people think 
of this unique phenomenon.

Facebook question of the week

What do you think of the Blue Angels 
practicing so close to Clay County?

jets 40 years ago. They said Clay County 
residents should be proud to have essen-
tially been the birthplace of the Blue An-
gels.

Almost everyone that responded indi-
cated in some way that they have no prob-
lem with the sounds of six jets flying over 
where they live, with some going as far as 
encouraging their continued occurrence at 

NAS Jax.
“Bring it on,” Kathy Vannoy said. “(I) 

love the sound of freedom.”
What are your thoughts on the Navy’s 

Blue Angels? Let Clay Today know by re-
sponding to the Facebook Question of the 
Week and keep an eye on the official Clay 
Today Newspaper Facebook page so you 
don’t miss this week’s question. 

OPMC selects Kathy Neely 
as Chief Nursing Officer

For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – Orange Park Medical 
Center, an HCA Healthcare affiliate, an-
nounced Kathy Neely, MSN, MBA, NEA-BC 
has been selected as its new Chief Nurs-
ing Officer. Neely had been serving as the 
Interim Chief Nursing Officer for the past 
several months prior to this appointment.

Neely has many years of nursing and 
executive leadership experience including 
HCA Healthcare’s Wesley Medical Center 
and Fort Walton Beach Medical Center.

“With her strong leadership and com-
mitment to providing quality care to pa-
tients, she has led the development of 
nursing leadership initiatives and garnered 
improvement in physician satisfaction 
with nursing services among many other 
things” says Lisa Valentine, Chief Execu-
tive Officer at Orange Park Medical Center. 
“During her time here, she has already had 
a positive impact on the hospital.”

Ms. Neely earned a Master’s in Psy-
chiatric Nursing from the University of 
Illinois, a Master’s in Health Administra-
tion from the University of Phoenix, and a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Loyola 
University.

Please join us in welcoming Ms. Neely 
to the Orange Park community.

Comcast Opens Xfinity 
interactive store in Orange Park

ORANGE PARK – The first Xfinity Store 
in Clay County is now open in Orange Park. 
The store is designed entirely around the 
needs of Comcast customers, allowing 
them to learn about and experience the lat-
est Xfinity services firsthand, plus handle 
account-related tasks like signing up for 
new services or exchanging equipment.

The store is located at 1340 Blanding 
Boulevard.

The new Xfinity Store has an open, in-
viting environment and features multiple 
counters staffed by Xfinity sales consul-
tants, comfortable seating areas and dis-
plays that illustrate all the features of 
Xfinity’s full range of products and ser-
vices, including Xfinity Internet, Xfinity 
X1, Xfinity Mobile, Xfinity Voice and Xfinity 
Home products. The latest mobile devic-
es from Apple, Google, LG, Motorola and 
Samsung, as well as wireless accessories 
are available for purchase at the store.

Plus, customers can pay bills, get an-
swers to account-related questions and 
return old equipment or pick up new 
equipment. They can even make appoint-
ments online ahead of time for certain 
service requests by using the online Xfinity 
Store Locator to find the nearest store and 
selecting the “Book Appointment” button.

“Our new Xfinity Store in Orange Park 
is designed entirely around the needs 
of our customers. We want them to feel 

Business Briefs 
welcome and safe and have the opportu-
nity to test drive the latest Xfinity products 
and services,” said Javier Garcia, Senior 
Vice President of Sales and Marketing for 
Comcast in Florida. “People working from 
home can find out about our different Xfin-
ity Internet services and speeds. Families 
that are looking to cut down expenses can 
learn about how Xfinity Mobile can save 
them money on monthly cell phone bills. 
Our employees are trained experts and 
can educate customers about features, 
demo products for them or help them set 
up their accounts.”

Due to COVID-19, Comcast has imple-

mented several new store policies, includ-
ing:

• Requiring face coverings for all em-
ployees and customers.

• Practicing social distancing measures 
such as limiting the number of customers 
in the store to maintain a six-foot distance 
between persons.

• Installing plexiglass dividers between 
interaction areas, kiosks and on worksta-
tions.

• Cleaning stores professionally twice 
every day.

The new store is open six days a week. 

SEE BRIEFS, 28
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By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

PENNEY FARMS – A Green Line bus from 
the Jacksonville Transportation Authority 
has joined the fleet that already includes a 
Red, Blue and Magenta lines.

The Green Line bus route was officially 
launched on April 1 before a crowd of more 
than 50 citizens made up of veterans, com-
missioners, JTA officials and more. This 
new JTA bus route will travel between the 
Clayton and Mildred Revels Senior Center 
in Green Cove Springs, Keystone Heights, 
the Middleburg VA clinic and Penney 
Farms. It’s the latest line in Clay County, 
which already features three other lines.

“These individuals [veterans] served 
our nation with bravery and honor, and 
they deserve to be taken care of,” JTA CEO 
Nathaniel Ford said during the April 1 cere-
mony. “Sincerely, we believe that the Green 
Line will make the travel needs for them 
much easier and we have a lot more work 
to do in that regard. As this partnership 
grows and we continue to identify needs 

here in Clay County, I’m confident that we 
will be here for another ribbon cutting in 
the near future and continue to announce 
new routes and new opportunities for bet-
ter connections to these residents and the 
services they need.”

The JTA took over transportation – vet-
eran transportation in particular – on Jan. 
1, 2019. It opened the Red and Blue lines 
in March of 2019 and those lines take rid-
ers to places like the Orange Park Medical 
Center, the Orange Park Kennel Club and 
elsewhere. The Magenta line opened in Au-
gust of 2019 and it takes people from Key-
stone Heights to Gainesville, which was the 
home of one of the nearest VA clinics before 
the one in Middleburg opened up last year.

The new Green Line will not only take 
people to the Middleburg VA, but it will also 
connect directly to the Magenta Line. The 
new bus route, which is now in operation 
for a $1 fare for most or a 50 cents fare 
for seniors, is something that has veterans 
excited. It’s also something they’ve needed 
for a while now.

“We are thrilled about this, just abso-

lutely excited,” veteran CJ Gauthier said. 
“It’s something a lot of people in this area 
need. You know, a lot of veterans don’t have 
transportation so they don’t have ways to 
get to vital services like the VA. This chang-
es that.”

Guathier is a veteran, and he’s part of 
Duval’s Chapter 1046 Vietnam Veterans of 
America post. He specifically works with 
veterans who have been incarcerated, fo-
cusing on helping them get back on their 
feet when they get out of jail or prison. He 
said one of the biggest struggles veterans 
face, especially post-incarcerated veter-
ans, is transportation.

“There’s still a lot of work that needs to 
be done in Clay County,” Gauthier said. “It’s 
a small place relative to somewhere like 
Jacksonville, though, and this is a step in 
the right direction. This is a win for vet-
erans and for anyone else that needs this 
route.”

Friday’s grand opening wasn’t just a win 
for Clay County, but another push for JTA 
as their Jacksonville-based functions con-
tinue to move outward into places like Clay 

and St. Johns. Ford said he sees a future 
where the authority is the Northeast Flor-
ida Transportation Authority, rather than 
the Jacksonville Transportation Authority.

Ford and his company’s talents were 
actually recognized by the Secretary of 
Transportation, Pete Buttigieg, accord-
ing to JTA chair Ari Jolly. She said during 
a meeting held yesterday, JTA was recog-
nized for first-in-class transportation op-
erations such as taking surplus vehicles 
and turning them into mobile clinics so that 
COVID-19 vaccines could be taken to those 
that couldn’t go out and get one themselves.

She also said the Green Line grand 
opening on April 1 was another step in 
JTA’s commitment to providing safe, reli-
able, efficient and sustainable transporta-
tion to veterans, seniors and anyone else in 
need of a ride.

“I know how important VAs are to veter-
ans,” Jolly said on the topic of veterans and 
public transportation. “All [veterans] gave 
some and some gave all...and this is us do-
ing our part for them.”

More than 50 Clay County citizens, veterans and commissioners showed up to Penney Farms on April 1 for the grand opening of the new Jacksonville Transportation Authority Green Line bus that 
will take people to the Middleburg Veterans Affairs office in Middleburg.

New Green Line connects Green Cove Springs, Keystone Heights, Middleburg VA and Penney Farms
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By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opc� a.com

OAKLEAF – A local training complex is 
responsible for helping students perform 
better in school in more ways than one.

Rise and Grind Training is an Orange 
Park-based training facility that trains 
student athletes, professional athletes 
and anyone looking to get in better shape. 
It’s helped student athletes perform bet-
ter on both the � eld and in the classroom, 
and it brings professional athletes, like 
players from the Jacksonville Jaguars, to 
schools. It’s owned and operated by Clay 
County resident, Jason Smith, and his wife, 
Shadreka, is the bridge between it and the 
students.

“Some of the professional athletes that 
we train, that Jason’s trained over the 
years, actually went to school in Orange 
Park and elsewhere in the county so they 
can really relate to these kids,” Shadreka 
said. “It makes the interaction that much 
more meaningful and what we noticed was 
happening was that students were per-
forming better in school. Getting to meet 
these pros and listen to what they have to 
say really makes an impact.”

Jason was a high school coach in Clay 
County for track, strength training in soc-
cer and volleyball and more and when he 

Rise and Grind
Training complex helps strengthen minds and bodies of athletes

Jason and Shadreka Smith are joined by Jaguars defensive end Dawuane Smoot (94) to use their 
performance center Rise and Grind Training, to help athletes of all ages and students in school.

had Saturdays off, he’d go to a � eld and 
do some training with the high school stu-
dents. Sometimes he’d pick up students 
that didn’t have a ride, Shadreka said, be-
cause he wanted them to be able to join if 
they wanted.

He had a professional athlete come to 
one of his training sessions and that ath-
lete had an awesome time, she said, but 
they also wanted some more intense train-
ing so they went to a gym in town.

“After that, we talked and decided it 
was time for him to start his own perfor-
mance center,” Shadreka said. “That’s how 
Rise and Grind as a business started, but 
now it’s much more than that, especially 
when you dig into the Rise and Grind com-
munity outreach.”

Shadreka said the community outreach 
program was her idea because of how of-
ten she and Jason were around children 
and students.

“We would have kids that couldn’t af-
ford shoes and so they couldn’t run track,” 
she said. “Some couldn’t afford the fees 
associated with playing a sport and so we 
would cover those costs for them because 
we know it was something they really 
wanted to do. We had this one group of kids 
a couple of years ago that wanted to start 
a Summer Track Club with us and they con-
vinced Jason and I to do it.”

Shadreka said it was a big success 
and it gave them the opportunity to take 
the students to places like North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Virginia and other parts 
of Florida. She said that and the general 
training associated with the club had a big 

impact on the students, especially because 
for some of them, it was their � rst time 
traveling out of state. For others, it was 
their � rst time leaving the county.

SEE RISE, 14
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St. Johns River State College spotlight: Alfred Jackson
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – Alfred Jackson is a 
37-year-old student in the Paramedic Pro-
gram at St. Johns River State College Or-
ange Park campus.

Jackson took time away from his class 
schedule for a question-and-answer ses-
sion about his studies and his future in 
Clay County.

What inspired your interest in the 
paramedic field?

Jackson: I have been interested in 
emergency medicine for quite a few years. 
My first job in the Army was a combat med-
ic or a 68W back in 2003. The challenging 
nature of the work is what appeals to me. 
Working under pressure with the abilities 
and skill sets to turn a bad situation into a 
better one is rewarding and exciting.

Why did you select SJR State for your 
training?

Jackson: I spoke with instructor Rich-
ard Webb in 2015 during my time with a 
local ambulance service. We spoke for 
about 45 minutes and he really sold me on 
the program. He spoke about the program 
with a great deal of conviction. I checked 
into a few other programs, but they didn’t 
feel right to me or for me. I also spoke with 
several graduates from this program and 
every one of them said I wouldn’t regret 

Alfred Jackson

going through the course. After years of 
setbacks, I was finally able to apply, and I 
wasted no time doing so.

What have you enjoyed most about 
your training so far?

Jackson: I’ve truly enjoyed learning the 
material and being able to apply that infor-
mation in real time. During the beginning 
of class, I had no idea what those squiggle 
lines on the monitor meant, let alone what 

to do if I saw them. Now I can tell you one 
of those lines is polymorphic ventricular 
tachycardia. As we’ve progressed, more of 
the material has begun to “click,” and that 
part is exciting.

What has been your biggest challenge 
during the program?

Jackson: Time management. You must 
stay on top of the reading, workbook, lec-
tures, labs, clinicals.

What are your plans after you gradu-
ate?

Jackson: We will complete the program 
in August 2021. Once school is over, my 
plans are to continue working in the EMS 
field and eventually find my way into nurs-
ing.

What is your advice to others who may 
be considering enrolling in this 
program?

Jackson: I have three pieces of advice 
prior to attending paramedic school...

• Talk to people in the field. Most peo-
ple in EMS are very...direct. They will tell 
you the good, the bad and, of course, the 
ugly side of this profession. If you have the 
ability, schedule a ride-along with a fire 
department to get an idea of what you will 
do as a paramedic.

• Prepare your family, significant other, 
offspring, and your pet because you will 

be M.I.A. for about a year. This course is 
time-consuming. Much is expected of you 
intellectually. Studying is required. You are 
also expected to attend clinicals at various 
hospitals, and you will ride with firefight-
ers/paramedics in other counties. If you 
are working, make sure your schedule can 
accommodate the time necessary for the 
program. Oh, and we have class on Satur-
days, too!

• If you’re still interested at this point, 
then go ahead and immerse yourself in all 
that is paramedicine. Listen to podcasts, 
watch YouTube, read articles, start becom-
ing familiar with the names of the drugs 
that are used. If you find motivation from 
watching related TV shows, then do it. The 
amount of information out there is unlim-
ited. Also, there are some dedicated people 
in this field who are more than willing to 
invite you into their world. They will gladly 
share their insights, knowledge, and pas-
sion for emergency medicine.

Is there any additional information 
you’d like to share?

Jackson: If you’ve been on the fence, get 
off the fence. No, this is not easy, but ‘you 
got this.’ Many have completed paramedic 
school so there is no reason you can’t, too. 
I wish you the best in this field of study or 
any other path you have chosen. Good luck, 
and Go Vikings!

Rise
from page 13

tions, it was easy to see how we could get 
them involved in the outreach.”

Since that time, professional athletes 
have visited students to talk about the im-
portance of studying, reading and properly 
preparing for a test, and Shadreka said it 
never fails to reach the students, as in-
dicated by rising test scores and better 
performance in the classroom. It’s evolved 
beyond something Jason and Shadreka 
have to ask the athletes to do because it’s 
become something they look forward to do-
ing. Even if they can’t make it to a class-
room before a test, the athletes will record 
a video for Shadreka to show in class.

They’ll buy the student athletes train-
ing at Rise and Grind Gatorade and water 
bottles, and they’ll sit and talk with them 
on their own volition about their journeys.

“As a former coach in Clay County, I 
know firsthand the importance of commu-
nity outreach,” Jason said. “The profes-
sional athletes I work with have big plat-
forms and a lot of them don’t realize all of 
the good they can do with that platform so 
our community outreach is there to help 
them with that.”

Jason says performance is an all-
around virtue. It’s body, mind, soul and 
spirit, he said, and the community out-
reach part of Rise and Grind allows them 

to tap into those areas that a workout or 
training session can’t.

“For me, it’s about leaving a legacy 
we’re proud of,” Shadreka said when asked 
why community outreach is so important. 
“I feel like the impact we have in their lives 
has the potential to last a lifetime because 
something as simple as reaching out, or as 
simple as a video message from an NFL 
player, can change their entire mindset.”

Shadreka says if she and Jason can 
change their students’ mindset, they can 
change their lives forever and they want 
their legacy to be a legacy of changing lives 
for the better.

“If you can change their mind, you can 
change their life,” Jason said. “They don’t 
care what you know until they know you 
care.”

“As a former coach in Clay 
County, I know firsthand the 
importance of community outreach. 
The professional athletes I work with 
have big platforms and a lot of them 
don’t realize all of the good they 
can do with that platform so our 
community outreach is there to help 
them with that.”

– Jason Smith 
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NEEDED Loving and safe homes
for children and youth

Now is a great time to learn 
more about how YOU can 

make a difference!

For more information or to RSVP call
(904) 278-5644

Ext. 2066 or 2100

We welcome all who are interested and would like information about the resources 
available to assist in caring for a child. We are especially in need of homes to care for 

our teen population, sibling groups and young adults ages 18 - 21

If you are
• Committed to loving and nurturing a child in your home
• 21 years or older
• Married or Single

And if you
• Have enough space in your home to accommodate an additional child
• Have a strong desire to make a positive difference in a child’s life

YOU can be an adoptive parent.

A Non-Profit Corporation
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Consider Adopting TODAY

11:00AM-7:00PM (Mon-Sat)
12:00PM- 6:00PM (Sun)

For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com
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PAWS
from page 1

had other plans, but Kraus still works with 
animals. Instead of chasing down potential 
criminals with a dog, she’s working with 
inmates and dogs.

Pups At Work is a 10-week course and 
each dog that passes the class earns the 
American Kennel Club Good Canine Citizen 
certification. This means they have basic 
obedience skills, are house-trained, can sit 
on command and more. This makes them 
much easier to adopt and helps us get 
them out to families, which is the ultimate 
goal, Kraus said.

She works with the Lawtey Prison in 
Bradford County, and there are three more 
prisons in the program. Many of the dogs 
are taken from kill shelters and brought to 
inmates. Not only are the inmates learn-
ing the patience it takes to train a dog and 
become friends with it, but animals that 
could possibly be put down are getting a 

new lease on life.
“Some of our guys [inmates] have been 

doing it for years,” Kraus said. “They love 
it. You have to think, some of these people 
don’t have anybody else in their lives. This 
dog might be it for them and you can re-
ally tell how special this relationship is 
between them and the dogs.”

Kraus said one of her favorite things is 
watching the inmates blossom out of their 
otherwise shy shells into bubbly, friendly 
people who look forward to training dogs. 
It makes them more confident in them-
selves, Kraus said.

She talked about how dogs recognize 
the good in people and it’s important for 
inmates to see that. Many of them talk of 
starting their own shelter or training ser-
vice when they get out of prison, according 
to Kraus.

Kraus has been doing this for almost a 
year and it’s her favorite thing about work-
ing for Safe Animal Shelter in Middleburg.

“For me, I’d rather be a solution than 
someone else in the process,” Kraus said, 

Mowgil was trained for 10 weeks by inmates at the Lawtey Prison. Instead of being destroyed, 
the dog was rescued and now is a perfect candidate for adoption.

speaking to how this dog training program 
knocks time off of the inmates’ time in pris-
on and helps them grow to be better peo-
ple. “They have everything going against 
them basically and many don’t have the 
support system they want or need. These 
dogs fill that hole.

“They give and give and they don’t ask 

for anything in return but love. That’s what 
makes dogs special, right? They bring 
sparks of life, of inspiration, of hope back 
to the inmates and you can watch that hap-
pen in real time. Their aspiration for a life 
outside of prison returns and that’s amaz-
ing to see.”

 

“They give and give and they don’t ask for anything in return 
but love. That’s what makes dogs special, right? They bring 
sparks of life, of inspiration, of hope back to the inmates and 
you can watch that happen in real time. Their aspiration for a life 
outside of prison returns and that’s amazing to see.”

– Jennifer Kraus 
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ARGYLE
GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6551 Argyle Forest • Pastor Newlin Schaefer 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service • 9 a.m. Sunday School 778-1491

IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA NUEVA ESPERANZA AT ORANGE PARK 
Culto Domingos/Worship 11:30 AM  
8701 Argyle Forest Blvd. • Jacksonville, FL 32244 
ph. 904-779-7198 • DR. Luis G. Collazo 
Nuevo Número Celular 939-332-1700

KIRKWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Pastor Sandra Hedrick 
8701 Argyle Forest Blvd 
Sunday Worship 10a.m. • Sunday School 8:45a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study 6:45p.m. Pre-school Dir April Bradlee 
www.kirkwoodchurch.org

OAKLEAF BAPTIST CHURCH 
800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy. • Orange Park, FL. 32065 
Phone: 904-214-9066 • www.oakleafbaptist.com

THE CHURCH AT ARGYLE 
6823 Argyle Forest Blvd • Jacksonville FL 32244 
Phone: 777-1238 Fax: 779-1845

CLAY HILL
CLAY HILL BAPTIST 
6054 CR-218, Maxville • 289-9292

LAKE ASBURY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Skipper Smith 
Lake Asbury Comm. Center

DOCTORS INLET
DOCTORS INLET CHURCH OF GOD 
Chris Oliver 
144 Old Jennings Rd. • 272-0919

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH 
REV. GARY SHILLING 
2827 CR 220

RIVERS OF LIFE MINISTRIES 
Skip & Sheilah Ryan 
P.O. Box 324 D.I. 32030 
272-5433

LAKESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Pastor Craig Bowen 
564 Tara Farms Dr. (across from Doctors  
Inlet Elementary near College Dr & CR 220) 
272-3302

THE CROSS 
Pastor Cary Sanders 
582 Plantation Dr. (College Dr. extended south from CR 220) 
9 a.m. Small Groups 10:15 Worship 7 p.m. Wednesday 
272-1754

PENNEY FARMS
FIRST BLACK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Gary Melvin 
3904 State Road 16 West • Penney Farms, FL 32079 
(904) 529-9084

FLEMING ISLAND

CHRIST’S CHURCH FLEMING ISLAND 
5900 U.S. 17 South, Fleming Island 
Services: Sunday, 9:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
268-2500

CROSSROAD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5101 Lakeshore Dr. W. • Fleming Island 
Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

CROSSWALK COMMUNITY CHURCH 
(Meeting at Fleming Island Elementary) 
Armand Egnew, Pastor 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. • Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 
888-713-8884 • 710-8723

CROSSPOINTE CHURCH 
Minister Ron Baker 
1871 CR 220 • 264-4370 
Sunday @ 10:00am

FLEMING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
(FIUMC.ORG) 
Pastor Mason Dorsey 
9:30 A.M. Worship 
7170 Highway 17 • 284-3366

HERITAGE BAPTIST 
4325 Hwy. 17 S. • 269-2405

GRACE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
5800 Hwy 17 
The Rev. Mike McDonald 
Sunday Services: 7 :45 am - 9 am 11 am 
www.graceanglicanchurch.com 

PATHWAY CHURCH 
F.I. Elementary, Lakeshore Dr. E. 
10 a.m. Sunday 
Teaching Pastor: Russell Franklin, 541-0092

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
David Swinyer, Pastor 
4501 U.S. 17 S.  269-2607

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Sat 5:30, Sun 8:00, 10:30, 5:30 
7190 Hwy 17 S. • 284-3811

SAMUEL’S AWAKENING MINISTRIES 
Dr Colin Lieberman 
Fleming Island Plantation Amenity Center 
2300 Town Center Blvd. 
904-372-3716 • www.samuelsawakening.wix.com/hear

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
www.saintmichaelsanglican.org 
5041 Lakeshore Drive West  
Fleming Island, 904-705-3614 
Sunday services: 8:30 Morning Prayer;  
9:30 Bible Study; 10:30 Holy Eucharist  
Wednesday service: 12:15 p.m.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS

CELEBRATION FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
806 Oak St.  •  284-1570

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
Paul Salazar, Pastor 
506 So. Highland Ave. • 284-5936

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Claude McEldowney 
3650 Russell Rd • 284-1858

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
703 Middleburg Ave.

CONGREGATION HOLINESS CHURCH 
Rev. Ronnie Surrency 
Hwy. 16 - Home • 284-5913 
Congregational Holiness Church School 

CROSSROAD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5101 Lakeshore Drive West 
Fleming Island Plantation 
Rev. James Graeser • 264-6575

DECOY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bobby Baker 
671 Decoy Rd. • 284-5223

FAITH BAPTIST TEMPLE 
Rev. Louie Doan • 4330 CR-15A

FIRST AFRICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 
433 Palmetto Ave. 284-5490

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
615 Walnut St. • 284-9231 
Pastor Anselmo Castano

FIRST HAITIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Fritzner Jean 
1489 Russell Rd.

FIRST UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
Buddy Dean, Pastor 
5945 Hwy 17 S. 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 
Sun. @ 10 a.m..; Thurs. @ 7 p.m. 
850-322-4201

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Mark D. Hults 
300 Gum St., Green Cove Springs 32043 
284-9261 www.firstpresgcs.org 
Sunday worship 8:00 & 10:30 am 
Sunday school 9 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
David S. Jackson 
500 Walnut St. • 284-9700

FOUNTAIN OF FAITH OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Sunday services, 11 a.m. 
Moosehaven Chapel Phone 251-5484 

GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
4411 Springbank Rd., GCS 
Brother Spurgeon Hayes - Pastor 
Sun. School 10 - 11 a.m. 
Worship Service 11 - Noon 
Sunday Eve. 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Wed.  Eve. 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday. Eve. 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CHURCH OF GOD 
3218 U.S. 17 N. • 284-6916

HARBOR BAPTIST CHURCH 
Samuel Jewell, Pastor 
1120 Clay St. at Hwy 17 
Green Cove Springs • 529-5229

HIBERNIA BAPTIST CHURCH 
7100 Highway 17 • Green Cove Springs 
904 529-8944

HICKORY GROVE BAPTIST 
310 Oakridge Ave. - G.C.S. • 904-284-3311

KINGDOM OF GOD IN CHRIST 
Elder Scott • 1205 Houston St.

LIVING WATERS WORSHIP CENTER 
1104 Idlewild Ave.

MT. OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. Johnny Bryant • 1315 East St.

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST 
Rev. Robert L. Wright 
1300 MLK Blvd. • 284-9431

MT. ZION A.M.E. CHURCH 
549 Palmetto Ave. 
James Pernell, Sr. 
2001 Deel Rd.

ORANGE AVENUE BAPTIST 
Rev. Darrell Sammons 
1106 N. Orange Ave. • 284-3937

PARADISE CHURCH 
1809 East West Parkway 
Fleming Island,  Florida 32003 
www.paradisejax.com 
Pastor: Dr. Randy Bryan 
randy@paradisejax.com

RUSSELL BAPTIST 
2299 Sandridge Rd., GCS 
Lake Asbury  284-3951 
8:15 am, 11:00 am & 6:00 pm Sunday Service

ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH 
207 Palmetto Ave., Green Cove 
(Sacred Heart Parish facility) 
Nicholas A. Marziani, Pastor 
11 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Phone 460-0535

ST. JOSEPH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. Embry Bradley P.O. Box 1042

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL 
Rev. Amy A. Slater 
400 St. Johns Ave. • 284-5434

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
5041 Lakeshore Drive West • Fleming Island 32003 
904-705-3614 
www.saintmichaelsanglican.org 
Sunday services: 9:00 Morning Prayer; 9:30 Bible Study; 10:30 Holy Eucharist 
Wednesday service: 12:15 p.m.

SHARON SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 
5584 Sharon Rd. • 284-0046

SOUL WINNING TEMPLE HOLINESS CHURCH 
Pastor Kelvin Lockett 
Ernestine Lockett (Overseer) 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
607 Walnut Street • 284-4151

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
780 Water Oak Lane  Fleming Island, Fla.  
(904) 284-3722 
Worship services begin at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

BEULAH BAPTIST 
4579 SR-21 • 529-9530 
beulahbaptist1850@yahoo.com 
Sunday School 9 a.m., Services 10 a.m Wednesday 7 p.m.

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Marc Swarthout 
CR 226 • 284-9044

FIRST BLACK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
3904 Hwy. 16 W. 
529-9084

PENNEY COMMUNITY CHURCH 
“Interdenominational” 
Plhng & Caroline Blvd. • 284-8200

SUNRISE BAPTIST CHURCH 
1015 Idlewild Ave., Green Cove Springs 
Sunday Sch 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Sunday 8:00,. 10:30, 5:30Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
7190 Hwy 17, Green Cove Springs

VICTORIOUS LIFE CHURCH 
520 S. Oakridge Ave. 
Green Cove Springs • 284-0623 
Sunday AM S.S 9:45 Sunday AM 10:45 Wednesday Bible Study 7:00

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS

CHRIST EVANG. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rev. Todd Engel, Pastor 
3760 SR 21, KH 
Sunday worship 9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m. Wed. Bible hour 6:30 p.m.

FRESH START FELLOWSHIP 
Fresh Start Fellowship 
7191 State Road 21N Keystone 
352-473-6550 
Sunday Service 10:00 am  
Wednesday 6:30 pm

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE CHURCH 
Rev. Paul Coleman, Pastor 
1155 Orchid Avenue 
Keystone Heights, FL 32656 • 352-473-2713 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. Evening 6 p.m. and 
Wed. 7 p.m.

IMMANUEL ANGLICAN CHURCH 
915 Orchid Avenue 
The Reverend Raul Toro 
Sunday Service  10AM 
www.immanuel-keystone.org

KEYSTONE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
6963 State Rd. 21 North 
Keystone Heights 352-475-5805 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 
Wednesday 6 p.m.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Hwy. 21  •  473-0602

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
SR 100 High Ridge Estates

KEYSTONE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Don Corbit, Pasto 
Hwy. 21 South 
9 a.m. Praise and Worship 
10:55 a.m. Traditional Worship 
352-473-3829 • www.khumc.org

MIDDLEBURG

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE OF MIDDLEBURG 
Pastor M. David Goodman 
4182 CR 218 Suite 6, 
Middleburg, Fl 32068 
Sunday Worship 11:00a.m. / Wed. 7:00p.m. 
(904) 298-1443 or (904) 945-9663

BLACK CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3216 State Rd. 218 • 282-4033

BLACK POND BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. Charlie Hunt, Senior Pastor 
3644 Old Jennings Rd., Middleburg FL 32068 
282-5718

BRANAN FIELD BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Jack Lee 
908 Brannanfield Rd. 282-7970

CALVARY BAPTIST 
Pastor Ken Pledger 
1532 Longbay Rd. • 282-0407

CELEBRATION CHURCH - MIDDLEBURG 
Meeting at Tynes Elementary 
9:30a.m. & 11:15a.m. 264-8133

CINNAMON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Daniel Padgett 
20 Cinnamon St. 282-0881

CHRISTIAN FAITH CENTER 
4201 Everett Ave. •  Middleburg, FL 
Wendell A. Shaw, Minister 
Mark Sellers, Minister  291-1235

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
Charles McGuckin 
1651 Russell Rd. 282-5048 
Corner of CR 220 & 209 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.

GOOD SAMARITAN ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev. Christopher M. Klukas, Rector 
3813 Old Jennings Rd. 
904-406-5660 
www.GoodSamaritanAnglican.org 
Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am 
Sunday School 9:30-10:15am

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
1595 Baxley Road, Middleburg, FL 32068 
Pastor John Sweat, Sr. 904-376-5049

EGLISE BAPTISTE DU CALVAIRE 
A French-Creole Speaking Church 
Dr. Samuel Louis-Jean, Pastor 
1532 Long Bay Rd. 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Night 7:00pm 
639-5244

EVANGEL TEMPLE 
Southwest 5040 CR 218 
Middleburg, Fl 32068 
Sunday Morning 10:40a.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. 
904-291-1426

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
Pastor Ira Cloud 
3167 CR 215 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday 7 pm to 8 p,. Children’s Church,  
Student Ministries, Adult Bible Study

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dr. Bobby R. Lewis, Jr. 
2645 Blanding Blvd. 282-5289

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD 
Pastor Bob Coulter 
3965 Old Jennings Rd. 282-1810

FREEDOM DESTINY  
1241 Blanding Blvd., 
Orange Park, 32065 
Pastor Adam Smithyman

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Edward L. Weinberg 
Everett Avenue, Middleburg 
282-7777 
Pastor Melvin Register

KINGSLEY LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Jonathan Rodriguez, Pastor 
6289 Mary Dot Lane 
Starke, FL 32091 
Sunday School 9:45a.m. 
Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Service 7p.m.

LAKE ASBURY BAPTIST CHURCH 
2674 Henley Rd. • 282-7079 
Pastor Matt Swain 
Sunday School: 9:15 & 10:15 
Sunday Worship: 9, 10:30 & 6 
LABCFamily.org

LIVING WATERS OF MIDDLEBURG 
Dennis Mills, Pastor 
5118 County Road 218 West 291-0704

CENTERPOINT  BAPTIST 
Pastor Lee Fulenwider 
1650 Blanding, Middleburg 291-1880
Sunday 10:15 & 5:30; Wednesday 7:00

MAXVILLE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
Rev. Linda Adkins 
9140 Hwy. 301, Mxvl 289-9727

MIDDLEBURG CHURCH OF GOD 
2728 Howard Rd. • 282-2957

MIDDLEBURG PRESBYTERIAN 
Pastor Holly Medearis 
4564 Rosemary St. • 282-0130

MIDDLEBURG UNITED METHODIST 
Rev. Brian Sanderson 
3825 Main St. • 282-5589 

NORTH MIDDLEBURG BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. Ron Robertson 
2360 Blanding Blvd (behind Karate Studio) 
735-4318

MORNING STAR FAMILY CHURCH 
Pastor Tom Croft 
3900 Main St. 282-3393

NEW INDEPENDENT CHURCH OF GOD 
4360 Longmire Rd.

OAK GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Kermit Matthews 
CR 215, Middleburg 282-2984

PINEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN 
Pastor J. D. Funyak 
198 Knight Boxx Rd. 
Middleburg, Florida

SALVATION ARMY 
2795 CR220 • 276-6677

SOUTH MIDDLEBURG BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Delton Kilpatrick 
4565 Alligator Blvd. 
904-406-2883

ST. LUKE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Pastor Andy Blaszkowski 
1606 Blanding Blvd. • 282-0439
Sunday 8:15 and 11 a.m.

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN 
1614 Blanding Blvd. • 282-8876

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
4342 County Road 218, Middleburg, Fla.  
(904) 282-1040 
Worship services begin at 9 a.m. on Sundays

THE ROCK BIBLE CHURCH  
1811 Henley Rd. Middleburg 
(904)572-6599  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  
Worship service  9:15, 11:00 and 5:30 p.m.

VINEYARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Ron Stephans 
P.O. Box 862 or 3114 CR 220 904-282-0310

ORANGE PARK

THE SPRINGS CHURCH 
317 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, Fl 32073 
379-6208 
Pastor John Bailey 
www.tscjax.com

ABUNDANT JOY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Pastor Rev. Donald F. Taylor 
999 Blanding Blvd. 
213-0048

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2156 Loch Rane Blvd. 
Pastor Jerry Nordsiek 
272-6370 
Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am & 11:15am 
www.AdventOP.org

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ORANGE PARK 
Rev. Chris Sanders, Pastor 
Sunday Worship 
Sunday School 8:45 .m. 
Worship 10:00 a.m. 
16 College Dr. 
272-0110 www.asburyop.com

BAHA’I  
1-800-22-UNITE 
Jacksonville Baha’i Center 
5034 Greenland Road, Jacksonville 
904-646-9813

BE READY MINISTRIES 
First Christian-Jewish Fellowship 
Spirit and Truth Worship Center 
Across From Grove Park Elem on Miller & Gano 
264-6791, 778-1869, 800-445-9955

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dr. Tom Neal 
4459 U.S. Hwy. 17 S.

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dr. Paul Fowler, Pastor 
3060 Moody Rd.

BIBLE BELIEVERS 
Christian Fellowship 
Pastor Curtis A.Beckeles Sr. 
2106 Park Avenue • 269-2423

BUCKMAN BRIDGE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
www.bbuuc.org 
P.O. Box 844, Orange Park, FL 32067 
276-3739

CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
Pastor Greg Evans 
9 Knight Boxx Rd. 
272-5774 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
112 Blanding Blvd. 
Pastor Greg Grant - 272-4210

CALVARY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
504 McIntosh Ave. 
Rev. Eddie Henley, Sr. 
Sun 10:45 a.m.

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
942 Oak Lane 
Pastor Jerry N. Thrower 276-9099

CELEBRATION CHURCH O.P. CAMPUS 
Pastor James Price 
Sundays 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
Saturdays 6:00  
904-737-1121 www.celebration.org

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
Meets Sunday at 2:00 at Wilson Inn on 
Collins Road

CLAY COMMUNITY CHURCH 
801-3 Blanding Blvd, Orange Park, FL 32065 
Pastor David Thomasson 
Service 9:30 a.m. 
www.claycommunitychurch.org

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
Rev. Bill Register 
6865 Pine Avenue, Fleming Island 
904-284-3030

FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GOD 
J.A. Jones, Pastor 
DeBarry & Gano - 264-7540

FAITH MINISTRIES 
406 Jefferson Ave. 
Orange Park, FL 32065 •  213-0629

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ORANGE PARK 
David Tarkington, Pastor 
1140 Kingsley Ave. • 264-2351

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ORANGE PARK 
Jim Joiner, Pastor 
2876 Moody Rd. • 272-1250

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Rev. Aaron W. Smith 
245 Kingsley Ave. 
Sunday:  8:00a.m. in the Chapel (with music) 
10:00 a.m. in the Church (with music) 
264-9981

HIGHPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Pastor Mike Hailey 
Pastor Tommie Darm 
84 Knight Boxx Road 
272-7949 
Sundays 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
www.highpointccop.com

ISLAND VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH 
900 Park Avenue - www.ivbc.org 
Bible Study 9:15 & Worship 10:30

JOURNEY CHURCH 
Lake Grey Boulevard 
483-6881 
Pastor Eric Jaffe 
www.journeychurch.org

KINGSLEY AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1365 Kingsley Avenue, OP, FL 
9:30 Bible Study, 10:30 Worship, 
6:00 p.m. Worship and 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Service

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Ryan Tuten, Minister 
Andy McDonald, Youth & Family Minister 
2539 Moody Rd. 
264-2463

LIGHTHOUSE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Romeo Cerico 
Meets at New Life Fellowship 
1045 Blanding Blvd., Ste. 209 
Orange Park • 945-4712 • www.lbbcjax.vpweb.com

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
1134 Blanding Boulevard, Orange Park; 
Sunday Adult Bible Study 9:30 a.m., 
Main Worship Service at 10:30 a.m., 
both with free nursery and child services.

ORANGE PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Dr. Charles Lever, Pastor 
Worship: 8:00, 9:25, 11:00 • Youth: 6:30 
2105 Park Avenue. • 264-2241

ORANGE PARK CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
3212 Moody Rd. • 269-5623

ORANGE COVE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
New Pastor - Andre’ Van Heerden 
Prayer meeting Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
Worship at 11:20 a.m. Saturday 
4501 US Hwy 17 South • 269-2607

ORANGE PARK PRESBYTERIAN 
Rev. John Diller 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m and 11:00am 
Worship 9:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
1905 Park Avenue 
264-0536 • www.oppresby.com

RIDGEWOOD BAPTIST 
Rev. Michael Clifford 
939 Blanding Blvd. 272-3791 
9:30 a.m. Connection Groups/Bible Study 
10:45 a.m. Worship Service

ST. CATHERINE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Father Ignatius Plathanam, CMI, Pastor 
Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Eucharist 5pm 
Sunday Eucharist 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm 
Sunday Eucharist (Spanish) 6:30pm 
1649 Kingsley Ave. 
264-0577

ST. GILES PRESBYTERIAN 
Jake Young, Pastor 
116 Foxridge Dr. 272-1244

ST. JAMES AME CHURCH 
Alesia Scott-Ford, Pastor 
504 McIntosh Ave. 
Sunday Service 11a.m. 278-7037

ST. SIMON BAPTIST CHURCH 
9:30 A.M.  Sunday School 
11:00 A.M. Traditional Worship Service 
6:30 P.M. Wed, Prayer Service and Bible Study 
Rev. W.H. Randall, The Pastor 
1331 Miller Street, Orange Park, FL. 32073 
904-215-3300

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
461 Blanding Boulevard, Orange Park, Fla.  
(904) 272-1150 
Worship services begin at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Sundays

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Pastor Jerry Larkford 
1134 Blanding Blvd. 272-1017

VINEYARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP OF ORANGE PARK 
109 Industrial Loop. N   276-7642
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1 Peter 1:3: 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

Faith
Walk

by Pastor Billy  Register
First Assembly
Fleming Island

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

Faith 
Walk

Dr. William P. Register
First Assembly 
Fleming Island

God Knows Best

Have you ever asked God for some-
thing and then realized you did not 
want your prayer answered?

You may have prayed, “Lord, grant this 
at any cost” or “Lord, do whatever it takes.”  
Then you realized the enormous conse-
quences a prayer like that could bring if 
it were answered.   And you changed your 
mind.

It is a good thing God does not always 
take us take us at our word.  He tempers 
the things we say with His mercy and 
understanding.  And He always gives us 
grace.

He will also let us change our minds.  I 
thank Him for that!

He knows us so well that He can give 
us what we need before we ask – and often 
even if we do not ask!  He knows us bet-
ter than we know ourselves and we should 
thank Him every day that He does.  

Sometime in your past you may have 
told God you wanted Him to end it all for 
you.  You prayed for him to take you from 
this world.  He did not do it.  Now you are 
glad He did not grant your request. 

Jesus said, “Your Father knows what 
you need before you ask Him.”  (Matt. 6:8)

How wonderful it is to have such a 
Heavenly Father.  He knows us.  He loves.  
He wants to bless us with full, joyful lives.  
And if we walk with Him as His obedient 
children, He will withhold no good thing 
from us. 

“The Lord bestows favor and honor. 
No good thing does he withhold 
from those who walk uprightly.”

  -Psalm 84:11
 
He knows us, but He loves us anyway.  

Walk with Him today.  Talk with Him.  Lis-
ten to Him.  He knows you and He loves 
you.  Do not doubt it.  You will have a won-
derful day every day that you put your life 
in His hands.  And, you will have a wonder-
ful life if you put it in His hands.

www.firstagcc.org Write the Pastor at 
PastorBill@firstagcc.org
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Middleburg woman wins $1 million Florida Lottery scratch-off prize
For Clay Today

MIDDLEBURG – The Florida Lottery an-
nounced that Mary Johns, 60, of Middle-
burg, claimed a $1 million prize from 
the  BILLION DOLLAR  GOLD RUSH  SU-
PREME  Scratch-Off game  using a se-
cured drop box located at the Jackson-
ville District Office. She chose to receive 
her winnings as a one-time, lump-sum 
payment of $880,000.

Johns purchased her winning ticket 
from Middleburg BP, located at 2449 Blan-
ding Blvd. in Middleburg. The retailer will 
receive a $2,000 bonus commission for 
selling the winning Scratch-Off ticket.

The  BILLION DOLLAR GOLD RUSH 
SUPREME game launched in February and 
features  four  top prizes of $15 million – 
the largest Scratch-Off top prize offered by 

the Florida Lottery. The game also offers 
24 prizes of $1 million. The game’s overall 
odds of winning are 1-in-11.6 million.

Players can also enter non-winning 
GOLD RUSH SUPREME tickets into the 
Gold Rush Supreme Bonus Play Promotion. 
In each of the eight drawings, one player 
will win a growing jackpot prize starting 
at $10,000, five players will each win 
$5,000, 15 players will each win $1,000, 
and 20 players will each win $500. For 
more information, visit  www.flalottery.
com.

Scratch-Off games are an important 
part of the Lottery’s portfolio of games, 
comprising approximately 75 percent of 
ticket sales and generating more than $1 
billion for the Educational Enhancement 
Trust Fund in fiscal year 2019-20.

Florida Lottery offices are currently 
open to the public by appointment only 
for players with prizes valued at $600 or 
more. Players can request a claim appoint-
ment at Headquarters and district offices 
through the Lottery’s website, at  www.

flalottery.com/howToClaim. Players can 
still utilize the secured drop box located 
at each district office or mail tickets to 
Florida Lottery Headquarters or a district 
office.

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com 

OAKLEAF – “There’s no replacement for 
working really hard for something and then 
finally getting it,” said Chad Robbins, Di-
rector of Bands at Oakleaf High.

The “it” that the Oakleaf percussion 
finally got was a state championship re-
cently at the Florida Federation of Color-
guard Circuit State Championships at Day-
tona Beach.

The percussion band put on a show 
called Generation Next, which featured 
students dealing with all the different dis-
tractions of coming age in 2021 and how 
they handle the many distractions.

“It’s literally about the next generation 
stepping up and taking all of this infor-
mation and technology and making great 

things happen,” said Robbins. 
The band has musicians from grades 

9-12 but is light on seniors. The group only 
has about six seniors and is comprised 
primarily of lowerclassmen, with a heavy 
dose of tenth and eleventh graders. Rob-
bins is excited about that because there 
will be a good amount of returning experi-
ence on next year’s squad. 

“This was their final competition in per-
son,” Robbins said. “They had some great 
competition in that class, specifically with 
Fleming Island, and we ended up coming 
out on top.”

There is a lot of involvement with Oak-
leaf bands for the students involved. Many 
participate in marching band during the 
fall. Then in the spring, many are members 
of the percussion band. 

“For these kids who put in this activity, 

all these kids are also involved in concert 
band, symphonic band or jazz band or wind 
ensemble, in addition to their indoor per-
cussion involvement,” Robbins said.

The group started last year but couldn’t 
complete the season due to the shutdown 
for the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Last year they were in a really great 
place and I think that they knew they had a 
really great shot to medal and we didn’t get 
to finish the season, so coming back to this 
year, they were really aggressive to kind 
of try and finish what they had started last 
season,” he said.

The team put in a lot of work to get 
ready for this season and come out victori-
ous. They practice on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays for about three hours each 
day. On competition days, they meet early, 
do a three-hour rehearsal, then compete. 

After competing, they will watch the other 
groups and then return home.

“On some Saturdays, they’ve done some 
9-to-9, 12-hour days of just rehearsing all 
day ling with just a lunch and dinner break 
and put in some extra time,” said Robbins.

According to Robbins, one of the stand-
out musicians is senior drum captain, Theo 
Turner, who’s been a strong leader within 
the group. He has been a four-year percus-
sionist, which has helped to build the team 
over time. Another is Ben Lantham, a ju-
nior and had a few different solos during 
the winning show. Senior Alyssa Cordeiro 
also distinguished herself as a mallet play-
er who led that section.

The Color Guard team’s success began 
on the first night of the state competition 
by winning the silver medal with a perfor-
mance called “Love Lost.” 

Practice makes perfect for Oakleaf’s state champion percussion band

The Oakleaf High percussion band, Generation Next, recently won the Florida Federation of Colorguard Circuit State Championships at Daytona Beach. The band is comprised primarily of mem-
bers of the marching band. Oakleaf’s victory came as Fleming Island High finished second.
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A Novel
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OPENING SOON!

Tournament at Lake City 
benefited Quigley House

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – On any warm 
day, you can find players at Ronnie Van 
Zant park engaging in the lively competi-
tion of pickleball. The city of Keystone 
Heights recently unveiled their new courts, 
while Green Cove Springs’ Thomas Hogans 
Memorial Gym hosts their city’s players.

The sport has become so popular local-
ly, the Sunshine State Games selected RVZ 
Park to host the pickleball state champion-
ship during the Clay County Festival from 
June 11-13.

Glee Glisson is an avid pickleball play-
er. The 66-year-old Green Cove Springs 
resident has been playing the game for 
about five years now.

“We used to play at the YMCA in Flem-
ing Island,” said Glisson. “Now the city 
[Green Cove Springs] offers us the Thomas 
Hogans Memorial Gym.” 

In her previous position as the city rec-
reation director, she established the city’s 
pickleball program.

Recently though, she, other Green Cove 
residents and players from throughout the 
area were involved in the Smash Against 
Domestic Violence tournament at Lake 
City. 

The tournament recently was held at 
Richardson Community Center was a suc-
cess. Proceeds, primarily derived from a 
$30 a person entry fee, went towards sup-
porting victims of domestic violence. Quig-
ley House was the primary beneficiary.

There were about 100 players, and be-
fore the tournament, she sensed there was 
excitement about it.

“People from several different counties 
came and played in it,” Glisson said. “A lot 
of Green Cove players came and played in 

Local pickleball players win medals at Smash Against Domestic Violence

it. They played in divisions by skill level.”
Being the fast-growing sport in the 

country, pickleball is grabbing enthusiasts 
everywhere and the tournaments are as 
popular as the pickup games in parks and 
gyms.

“They just love it [pickleball],” Glisson 
said. “It’s just very competitive, it’s a lot 
of exercise and meeting a lot of friendly 
people and it’s just so much fun.”

The top spot in men’s doubles was tak-
en by the team of Chris Guzewich and Jeff 
Sales of Orange Park, with Jerry Dutcher 
of Green Cove Springs and Kevin Doering 
of Fleming Island earning silver. 

Mixed doubles were won by Danny 
Blevins of Green Cove Springs and Rose El-
lisor of Fleming Island. In mixed doubles, 
Glee Glisson and Jerry Dutcher, both of 
Green Cove Springs, took home the sec-
ond-place spot.

In women’s doubles, Sandra Willen 
and Rose Ellison took first, while Kristen 
Schermerhorn and Sherrie Hamilton were 
second. All four women represented Flem-
ing Island.

Finally, the women’s doubles, both first 
and second places, were occupied by play-
ers Debra Ross, Cathy Florig, Sarah Huen-
ke and Debbie Brainard, all of Jackson-

From left, silver medal winners Steve and Kristen Schermerhorn of Fleming Island, golf medal winners Rose Ellison of Fleming Island and Danny 
Blevins of Green Cove Springs and bronze medal winners Yoriko and Enrique all helped Quigley House at recent tournament at Lake City.

ville. Sherrie Hamilton and Robin Dionne 
of Fleming Island and Starke, respectively, 
finished fourth.

“Pickleball is a game for all ages,” said 
Glisson. “From ten years old to 85 years 
old. I’ve seen people of all ages play this 
sport, believe it or not.”

EVERY ISSUE MAKES YOU FEEL 
GREAT TO BE INFORMED

Call Today 
904-264-3200 
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Police Briefs Arrests & Bookings

Jacob Jusa

Kenneth Norris

Matthew Dye

Sean Scully

Stanley Dye

Jacksonville man arrested 
after February triple shooting
at The Daq Shack

ORANGE PARK – An 18-year-old Jack-
sonville man surrendered to the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office in connection with 
the triple-shooting 
Feb. 21 at The Daq 
Shak at 1745 Wells 
Road.

Jacob Elijah Jusa 
was arrested on 
March 30 after be-
ing charged with one 
count of attempted 
second degree mur-
der and two counts 
of aggravated battery 
with a deadly weapon 
after three men were shot in the parking 
lot during a fight, which started when 
Jusa’s cousin bumped against one of the 
shooting victims inside the store.

The two men argued in the parking lot 
and starting fighting, according to the ar-
rest report. Jusa fired a handgun from a 
car, CCSO said. One man was shot in the 
hand, another in the through his left side 
and thigh and a third in the abdomen.

Jusa is being held at the Clay County 
Jail without bond.

Three arrested following 
month-long burglary ring 
at Belk

ORANGE PARK – 
Three men were ar-
rested after a mall 
worker was seen 
giving merchan-
dise away during a 
month-long spree.

Stanley O’Neal 
Dye, 24, and Kenneth 
Reginald Norris Jr., 
35, both of Jackson-
ville, and Matthew 

Gabriel Dye, 20, of 
Orange Park, were 
charged with coor-
dinating with others 
to commit retail theft 
of more than $3,000 
following an investi-
gation at Belk at the 
Orange Park Mall.

According to the 
arrest report, Mat-
thew Dye worked as an online filler at Belk. 
He was “observed” giving unpaid merchan-
dise to Stanley Dye and Kenneth Norris 
from March 6 to March 31. The three were 
arrested on March 31. Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies found some of the sto-
len items in their cars in the parking lot.

The value of the stolen items was 
$10,665.17, according to Belk.

Man charged with violating 
injunction to stay away from 
girlfriend

MIDDLEBURG – A man was arrested 
for violating his pretrial restraining order 
to stay away from his girlfriend after he 
was arrested last year for domestic vio-
lence.

Sean Robert Scully, 38, of Middleburg, 
was charged with 
violating his pretrial 
release condition. He 
was jailed on March 
31 with a $40,003 
bond.

According to the 
arrest report, the 
woman was living 
with her grandmoth-
er. She was about 
to starting painting 
when Scully entered the house through 
the backdoor. He was wet and told her he 
needed to change clothes.

Scully was ordered to stay away from 
his girlfriend after he was arrested on Dec. 
5, 2020, for hitting her in the back of her 
neck with a baseball bat, CCSO said.

Scully was given another order to stay 
away from his girlfriend on April 4.

(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). 
Key: FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving 
Without a License-Suspended or Revoked; 
DUI-Driving Under the Influence; VOP-Vio-
lation of Probation; BAL-blood alcohol level. 
There are no assumptions or representations 
about guilt or innocence. Anyone arrested or 
booked is presumed innocent.

Tuesday, April 6
Jordan R. Schultz, 31, Orange Park, petit 

theft, possession/use-drug paraphernalia
Austin T. Griggs, 21, Middleburg, do-

mestic battery
Joshua L. Vance, 33, Green Cove Springs, 

writ of attachment
Charles E. Drake, 47, Orange Par, pos-

session-methamphetamine within 1,000 
feet of place of worship, failure to report 
vacating permanent residence, VOP-felony 
battery

Bruce W. Granai, 54, Orange Park, failure 
to report name/residence change

LaDarrisus T. Hart, 24, Orange Park, 
tampering with/fabricating/destroying/
altering/concealing physical evidence, 
possession-marijuana with intent to de-
liver, possession/use-drug paraphernalia, 
trafficking oxycodone

Bryce D. Allbritton, 18, Green Cove 
Springs, simple battery

Chad N. Carney, 34, possession-meth-
amphetamine, possession/use-drug para-
phernalia, DWSLR

Candice S. Robinson, 39, Green Cove 
Springs, resist/obstruct/oppose law en-
forcement

Monday, April 5
Antwuan L. Roberts, 33, Middleburg, 

trespassing
Ashley D. Huskisson, 27, Green Cove 

Springs, VOP-possession-Alprazolam, VOP-
sale of heroin

Destany L. Austin, 20, Orange Park, 
grand theft auto

Anthony M. Boyle, 39, Middleburg, pos-
session-fentanyl with intent to distribute

Joe H. Burnham, 57, Green Cove Springs, 
FTA-failure to register vehicle

Sunday, April 4
Jessica R. Craig, 23, Green Cove Springs, 

simple domestic battery
Danielle N. Lucas, 31, Green Cove 

Springs, FTA-DWLSR (St. Johns)
Ariel T. Malave, 29, Orange Park, simple 

domestic battery
Trina Worona, 33, Green Cove Springs, 

simple battery
Michael S.B. Hatch, 29, Keystone 

Heights, possession-controlled substance 
(Bradford), possession-methamphetamine 
(Bradford)

Manuel B. Cooper, 19, Green Cove 
Springs, FTA-petit theft

Saturday, April 3
Charles S. Morganstern, 66, Green Cove 

Springs, child abuse
Steven R. Martin, 45, Fleming Island, vio-

lation of injunction

Kelsey L. Murphy, 30, Green Cove 
Springs, beach of peace/disorderly con-
duct/fighting/brawling

Derick A. Clark, 38, Middleburg, FTA-
DWLSR

Cheryl P. Mason, 47, Middleburg, retail 
petit theft

Ariel L. Perez, 51, Orange Park, retail petit 
theft

Sean R. Scully, 38, Middleburg, aggra-
vated battery with deadly weapon

Aaron M. Wilds, 41, Orange Park, two 
counts possession-controlled substance, 
possession/use-drug paraphernalia

Jason A. Garcia, 45, Orange Park, domes-
tic battery by strangulation, domestic bat-
tery, child abuse

Friday, April 2
Danny P. Lewis, 47, Orange Park, two 

counts FTA
James A. Bell, 24, Middleburg, battery 

on law enforcement/firefighter/EMT, resist-
ing arrest with violence petit theft, simple 
domestic battery

John M. Turner, 57, Keystone Heights, 
petit theft, trespassing

Ty B. Parmeter, 20, Keystone Heights, 
resist arrest with violence, battery on law 
enforcement/firefighter/EMT, domestic 
battery

Ontario P. Eldridge, 31, Orange Park, 
possession-marijuana

Amie M. Sloan, 46, Fleming Island, DUI
Priscilla G. Wetzel, 44, Middleburg, sim-

ple domestic battery

Thursday, April 1
Hannah E. Sloniker, 23, Orange Park, 

burglary, trespassing
Travis W. McStephenson, 41, Orange 

Park, retail theft
Jaime M. White, 41, Green Cove Springs, 

child abuse, domestic battery
Karlee E. Drake, 29, Green Cove Springs, 

VOP-community control
Courtney E. Bentley, 23, Green Cove 

Springs, two counts VOP-controlled sub-
stance

Heather D. Young, 33, Orange Park, FTA
Brett A. Elwell, 31, Orange Park, posses-

sion-fentanyl
Tyler J. Cole, 20, Green Cove Springs, 

two counts VOP-grand theft, VOP-burglary, 
VOP-grand theft of firearm

Jewell E.A. Hayes, 22, Orange Park, bur-
glary, grand theft

Kendell A. Campbell, 30, Fleming Island, 
VOP-community control

Allan D. Carter, 18, Orange Park, con-
cealed firearm, possession-marijuana, pos-
session/use-drug paraphernalia

Danielle N. Lucas, 31, Orange Park, 
possession-fentanyl, giving false name/ID, 
DWLSR

Wednesday, March 31
Tyler J. Cole, 20, Middleburg, driving 

without valid license
Zachary G. Arseneau, 27, Orange Park, 

SEE ARRESTS, 21
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possession-controlled substance
Patricia L. Lammons, 34, Orange Park, 

grand theft auto, possession-controlled 
substance, possession/use-drug parapher-
nalia

Marvin R. Killough, 34, Middleburg, do-
mestic battery

Matthew G. Dye, 20, Orange Park, coor-
dination with others for retail theft

Stanley O. Dye, 24, Orange Park, coordi-
nation with others for retail theft

Kenneth R. Norris, 35, Orange Park, coor-
dination with others for retail theft

Joan A. Boyd, 41, Green Cove Springs, 

Arrests
from page 20

possession/use-drug paraphernalia
Cartiva M. Randolph, 28, Orange Park, 

FTA-driving without valid license
Richard O. Colligan, 57, Middleburg, 

VOP-community control
Hannah R. Hammond, 20, Middleburg, 

uttering forged/counterfeit bill
Armin O. White, 23, Orange Park, sale/

delivery of cocaine
Alyssa L. Davis, 18, Orange Park, fraudu-

lent use of credit card
Nehemy Rene, 32, Middleburg, DUI with 

property damage, attempting to flee/elude 
with lights/siren active, leaving scene of ac-
cident with property damage

Jessica N. Meadows, 35, Green Cove 
Springs, FTA-knowingly driving with DWL-
SR

Calendar of Events
ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 

STORE: is open April 10 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 130 Kingsley Ave.

ORANGE PARK PLANNING AND ZON-
ING BOARD: will meet April 8 at 6 p.m. at Town 
Council Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 8 at 10 a.m. at the 
Zoning Department Conference Room, third 
floor of Administration Building, 477, Houston 
St., in Green Cove Springs.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet April 
8 at the Montgomery Presbyterian Conference 
Center, 88 DE 75th St., Starke, at 7:30 a.m.

COMMEDIAN JAMES GREGORY: will 
perform his standup on April 9 at 8 p.m. at the 
Thrasher-Horne Center St. Johns River State 
College campus, 283 College Dr., Orange Park. 
For tickets, call (904) 276-6815, extension 1, or 
visit thcenter.org.

ONE NIGHT IN MEMPHIS: will be per-
formed on April 11 at 3 p.m. at the Thrasher-
Horne Center St. Johns River State College 
campus, 283 College Dr., Orange Park. For 
tickets, call (904) 276-6815, extension 1, or visit 
thcenter.org.

ELDERSOURCE AAA PERSONNEL 
MEETING: is April 13 at 11 a.m. Meeting will 
be conducted on Zoom at http://us 02web.
zoom.us/j/89645290909 or call (929) 436-2866 
and use meeting ID 89645290909#. For more 
information, call (904) 391-6613.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
April 15 at 6 p.m. at Clyde’s Cozy Corner Café, 
195 S. Lawrence Blvd, Keystone Heights, at 6 
p.m.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is April 15 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 15 at 10 a.m. at 
the Zoning Department Conference Room, 
third floor of Administration Building, 477, 
Houston St., in Green Cove Springs.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open April 17 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 130 Kingsley Ave.

ORANGE PARK FARMERS MARKET: is 
April 18 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Orange Park 
Town Hall at 2042 Park Ave.

THE HERITAGE COMMISSION: will meet 
April 19 at 9 a.m. at the Keystone Heights City 

Hall, 555 Lawrence Blvd. For more information, 
call (352) 473-4807.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL: 
will meet on April 19 at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 321 
Walnut St.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is April 20 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will 
meet on April 20 at 5:30 p.m. at Town Council 
Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY FINANCE AND AUDIT 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 20 at 3 p.m. at 
the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor of the Ad-
ministration Building, 477 Houston St. in Green 
Cove Springs.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet April 
22 at the Montgomery Presbyterian Conference 
Center, 88 DE 75th St., Starke, at 7:30 a.m.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is April 22 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 22 at 10 a.m. at 
the Zoning Department Conference Room, 
third floor of Administration Building, 477, 
Houston St., in Green Cove Springs.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open April 24 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 130 Kingsley Ave.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar 
is April 26 from 9:30 a.m.-noon a.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will 
conduct a workshop on April 27 at 9 a.m. at the 
District Multi-Purpose Room, at Fleming Island 
High, 2233 Village Square Pkwy., on Fleming 
Island.

ELDERSOURCE TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS: 
virtual webinar is April 26 from 9:30 a.m.-noon 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is April 26 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 

Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is April 27 from 1-2 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is April 28 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 29 at 10 a.m. at 
the Zoning Department Conference Room, 
third floor of Administration Building, 477, 
Houston St., in Green Cove Springs.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet April 
29 at the Montgomery Presbyterian Conference 
Center, 88 DE 75th St., Starke, at 7:30 a.m.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is April 29 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open May 1 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
130 Kingsley Ave.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar 
is May 3 from 9:30 a.m.-noon a.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 3 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

CLAY COUNTY AGRICULTURE FAIR: Is April 1-11, at the Clay County Fairgrounds, 2497 
State Highway 16, Green Cove Springs.

ELDERSOURCE TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS: 
virtual webinar is May 3 from 9:30 a.m.-noon for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK FARMERS MARKET: is 
May 2 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Orange Park 
Town Hall at 2042 Park Ave.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL: 
will meet on May 3 at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 321 
Walnut St.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will 
meet on May 4 at 5:30 p.m. at Town Council 
Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is May 4 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 5 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK ECONOMIC AND COM-
MUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: will 
meet May 6 at 4 p.m. at Town Council Meeting 
Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is May 6 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet May 6 
at the Montgomery Presbyterian Conference 
Center, 88 DE 75th St., Starke, at 7:30 a.m.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will 
meet May 6 at 6 p.m. at the District Multi-Purida 

SEE CALENDAR, 26
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THE HUB
@ The Orange Park Mall
The Nest Coworking has a 
NEW location exclusive to 

members only in the  
Orange Park Mall.  

The perfect spot to hold 

• Pop-Up Events
• Small Events 

•Job Fairs

www.workthenest.com
904•385•0093

The Nest Coworking
630 Kingsley Avenue •Orange Park, FL 32073

«External Meeting Room Bookings  
- $35 per hour

«Professional Business Address  
$50 per month

Follow the flock at www.workthenest.com • Email workthenest@gmail.com

CONCRETE & DIRT WORK free estimates 904-303-7284

Commercial & Residential
No job too big or too small!

• Concrete (prep, form, pour, finish, stamping)

  • Grading • Dirt Work 
• Clearing Lots • Installing Culverts

JETT CONCRETE WORKS

Miss Clay County Fair 

From left, Junior Miss Payelyn Carter, Pre-Teen Miss 
Bella Thomas, Teen Miss Clarissa Toney and Miss Clay 
County Agriculture Fair Ashton Ludwig were crowned 
ahead of this week’s fair.

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com 

CAMP BLANDING – It doesn’t take much 
looking to see that Clay County is extremely 
military friendly. The county has numerous 
veterans, the City of Green Cove Springs 
holds several events honoring veterans 
and is the home of the TAPS Memorial. 
Camp Blanding is also in the county and 
is home to many active duty and reserve 
service men and women. Many personnel 
assigned to Naval Air Station Jacksonville 
live in Clay County. Veterans are truly re-
spected and honored.

With that respect, appreciation for vet-
erans is shown every day and in different 
ways throughout the county. One of those 
ways is by Fire Station 25, which is located 
at Camp Blanding. 

Fire trucks are usually painted red and 
gold or red and white, to be easily seen 

Fire truck 
pays homage 
to soldiers

This military-themed fire truck is based at Station 25 at Camp Blanding. Clay County Fire and Rescue often bring the truck to special events, 
including at the TAPS Memorial at the historical triangle in Green Cove Springs.

from a distance as they go about their life 
and property-saving duties.

For more than one year now, one of the 
engines at Station 25 however, has a com-
pletely different look to it.

This particular fire engine has a special 
design and is wrapped in images to honor 
the men and women who serve in the Flor-
ida National Guard. The theme of the truck 
is “Protecting Those Who Serve.” 

One side features a fighter jet, and the 

other side features a military land vehicle.
“Clay County is proud to offer fire and 

rescue services to the Camp Blanding Joint 
Training Center located in the Kingsley 
Lake area, encompassing the 73,000-acre 
post,” said then-acting fire chief David 
Motes.

Camp Blanding provides a large train-
ing area for U.S. government, military, and 
local units. It also hosts personnel from 
other nations and communities to cross-

train with American and local forces.
The Florida National Guard’s motto is 

“Right…Ready…Relevant.” The specially 
designed fire engine from Station 25 exem-
plifies that theme. 

“Clay County is honored to protect 
those military service members that pro-
tect all of us,” Motes said.

The engine was unveiled at the station 
on April 3, 2020. 
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U.S. Congresswoman Kat Cammack, above, drove several laps around the Daytona Internation-
al Speedway in a simulator. Her time, however, won’t win her two tickets to a race.

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Jimmy John-
son was forced to sneak quick bites of ice 
cream between answering questions and 
telling tales about racing’s golden days at 
the Clay County Agriculture Fair.

After spending most of his life in stock-
car racing, Johnson now must navigate his 
time through busy traffic and the smells 
of hot cinnamon-glazed pecans and home-
made fudge of a county fair. Fans, young 
and old, pour through his memorabilia. 
Others take a spin in a simulator. And 
Johnson is happy to provide a story with 
every visit.

Johnson is committed to raising money 
for Racers Reunion, a group that is dedi-
cated to preserving and celebrating the 

drivers, crews, fans and cars of racing’s 
colorful history, and to provide a living, 
growing historical document to educate 
young fans and to give older fans a walk 
down memory lane, according to the non-
profit’s website.

Some fans are surprised when John-
son says his name and his background. 
When they hear his name, they expect to 
see seven-time champion Jimmie Johnson. 
Jimmy Johnson, however, is quick end the 
confusion.

“I’m the first Jimmy Johnson,” he said 
with a giggle.

There are stacks of signed photos and 
boxes filled with diecast cars. The walls 
are covered with posters and pictures. 
Many are signed; others are not. It’s a 
treasure trove of nostalgia. And each one 
comes with one of Johnson’s stories.

Business is racing for 
Jimmy Johnson at the fair

A racing fan pours through boxes of memorabilia as Jimmy Johnson watches from Exibition 
Building One at the Clay County Fair.

Hidden among his prized collection is a 
photo of legendary car owner Junie Dun-
leavy and driver Bobby Hillin Jr., Jeff Gor-
don photos in his Baby Ruth car during his 
early days in the Busch Series, a diecast of 
Joe Nemechek’s No. 42 Bellsouth car and 
signed photographs of Reed Sorenson and 
Greg Sacks.

“We organized this 21 years ago,” John-
son said. “In the beginning, it was started 
to help out old guys from Tennessee who 
raced back in the day like [Bob] Brownie 
King.”

Fairgoers can buy laps inside his simu-
lator, a converted ARCA Racing Series car. 
U.S. Congressman Kat Cammack (R-Fla.) 
was the first to climb aboard the old Chev-
rolet Monte Carlo. She yelled and laughed 
as she tried to work through traffic on a 
video version of the Daytona International 
Speedway.

“That was a lot of fun,” she said. “It’s 
not as easy as it looks.”

Johnson said the driver with the top 

score during the 11-day fair will earn two 
tickets to any Cup Series race.

Johnson, who used to work with several 
ARCA teams, now travels the fair and festi-
val circuits. He also attends special events.

“All of our memorabilia is donated,” he 
said. “We couldn’t afford to travel and buy 
things. A lot of our stuff comes from fami-
lies who are going through old things after 
someone dies or they’re just going through 
stuff in storage. We’re always happy to get 
it.”

Fans often spend more than a half hour 
looking for trinkets of their favorite driv-
ers. Last Sunday, one man bought a No. 
48 Jimmie Johnson belt buckle. Another 
bought the 20-lap simulator package. An-
other man was so atoned to adding to his 
collection of diecast cars, he didn’t no-
tice his wife eventually wandered away to 
check out other exhibits.

The Clay County Fair was canceled by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 21 days before 
its scheduled opening a year ago. Patrons 

clearly were eager to be back outside and 
having a good time again. Organizers said 
they expect a record attendance.

Johnson said he’s impressed by the 
traffic that visits his booth inside the first 
exhibition hall.

“The is the best I’ve ever seen at a fair 
and I’ve been doing this for a long time,” he 

said. “I didn’t expect to be so busy. It’s not 
easy to keep up with it all. We were hop-
ing to make a certain amount of money, but 
we’ve easily beaten that every day.”

Which explains why he only has time 
to sneak quick bites instead of finishing a 
meal.

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

Jimmy Johnson, right, works to raise money for retired drivers for RacingReunion.com.
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Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

Scenes from the 2021 Clay County Fair

PHOTOS 
BY DON COBLE, 

CLAY COUNTY FAIR
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20% OFF
your purchase

Cannot be combined with other offers.
Please present coupon for discount. One coupon per purchase.

Attic 20% Off Coupon.indd   1 10/20/2017   4:10:08 PM



SHOP THE ATTIC FOR 
UNEXPECTED TREASURES!
All sales from the Attic store benefits programs, patients and families 
served by Haven Hospice.  

WE PICK UP AND DELIVER!

821 Blanding Boulevard
904.215.7130

CT1

BeYourHaven.org/Attici

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020Treasure your time. 
If you could eliminate the 
responsibilities of owning a 
home, how would you spend 
your time? 

“I’d spend more time 
playing cards with friends.” 

Call Today! 904-450-5718

3651 US Hwy  Fleming Island • Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-450-5718 or www.AllegroLiving.com

Congratulations to Allegro Fleming Island for receiving 
a deficiency-free state survey for the past  12 years. This 
means that the community has met or exceeded the 
state’s standard of care in all areas. 

Independent Living I Assisted Living | Memory Care

REV. KARL N. FLAGG, L.F.D.I .C.
KARLA N. FLAGG-WRIGHT, L.F.D.

2400 MADISON STREET
PALATKA, FL 32177

386.312.0444
www.f laggserenitychapel.com

“ Serving Loving Families & 

Preserving Living Memories”

SEE MORE FAIR 
PHOTOS 

ON PAGE 30
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Calendar of Events from page 21

pose Room, at Fleming Island High, 2233 Vil-
lage Square Pkwy., on Fleming Island.

ORANGE PARK PLANNING AND ZON-
ING BOARD: will meet May 6 at 6 p.m. at Town 
Council Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open May 8 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
130 Kingsley Ave.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 10 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is May 10 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS: 
virtual webinar is May 10 from 9:30 a.m.-noon 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar 
is May 11 from 1-3:30 p.m. for seniors 60 and 
older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area 
Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or 
(877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 12 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet May 13 
at the Montgomery Presbyterian Conference 
Center, 88 DE 75th St., Starke, at 7:30 a.m.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: 
virtual webinar is May 13 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open May 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 130 Kingsley Ave.

THE SOUTHEAST CALMER CON: is May 
16 at 9 a.m. at the Thrasher-Horne Center St. 
Johns River State College campus, 283 College 
Dr., Orange Park. For tickets, call (904) 276-6815, 
extension 1, or visit thcenter.org.

ORANGE PARK FARMERS MARKET: is 
May 16 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Orange Park 
Town Hall at 2042 Park Ave.

THE HERITAGE COMMISSION: will meet 
May 17 at 9 a.m. at the Keystone Heights City 
Hall, 555 Lawrence Blvd. For more information, 
call (352) 473-4807.

ELDERSOURCE TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS: 
virtual webinar is May 17 from 9:30 a.m.-noon 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 17 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar 
is May 17 from 9:30 a.m.-noon a.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will 
meet on May 18 at 5:30 p.m. at Town Council 

Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.
ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar 
is May 18 from 1-3:30 p.m. for seniors 60 and 
older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area 
Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or 
(877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 19 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on May 
20 at 6 p.m. at Clyde’s Cozy Corner Café, 195 S. 
Lawrence Blvd, Keystone Heights, at 6 p.m.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open May 22 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 130 Kingsley Ave.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar 
is May 24 from 9:30 a.m.-noon a.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS: 
virtual webinar is May 24 from 9:30 a.m.-noon 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 24 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar 
is May 25 from 1-3:30 p.m. for seniors 60 and 
older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area 
Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or 
(877) 784-8486.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet May 27 
at the Montgomery Presbyterian Conference 
Center, 88 DE 75th St., Starke, at 7:30 a.m.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will 
conduct a workshop on May 26 at 9 a.m. at the 
District Multi-Purpose Room, at Fleming Island 
High, 2233 Village Square Pkwy., on Fleming 
Island.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 26 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open May 29 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 130 Kingsley Ave.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is May 31 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar is 
June 1 from 1-3:30 p.m. for seniors 60 and older. 
To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 
784-8486.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will 
meet on June 1 at 5:30 p.m. at Town Council 
Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is June 2 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 

Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK ECONOMIC AND COM-
MUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: will 
meet June 3 at 4 p.m. at Town Council Meeting 
Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will 
meet on June 3 at 6 p.m. at the District Multi-
Purpose Room, at Fleming Island High, 2233 
Village Square Pkwy., on Fleming Island.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open June 5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
130 Kingsley Ave.

ORANGE PARK FARMERS MARKET: is 
June 6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Orange Park 
Town Hall at 2042 Park Ave.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is June 7 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar 
is June 7 from 9:30 a.m.-noon a.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL: 
will meet on June 7 at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 321 

Walnut St.
ELDERSOURCE TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS: 

virtual webinar is June 7 from 9:30 a.m.-noon 
for seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call North-
east Florida Area Health Education Center at 
(904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar is 
June 8 from 1-3:30 p.m. for seniors 60 and older. 
To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 
784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is June 9 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida 
Area Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 
or (877) 784-8486.

ORANGE PARK PLANNING AND ZONING 
BOARD: will meet June 10 at 6 p.m. at Town 
Council Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open June 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 130 Kingsley Ave.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE 
EXERCISE FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is June 14 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
seniors 60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast 
Florida Area Health Education Center at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486.

SJR State College to host 
manufacturing/engineering 
information session 

ORANGE PARK – St. Johns River State 
College will host virtual information ses-
sions for those interested in careers in 
advanced manufacturing. The Engineer-
ing Technology A.S. degree offers students 
hands-on, specialized skills training to 
manage, operate, calibrate and trouble-
shoot the latest manufacturing equipment 
and tools – all within SJR State’s state-of-
the-art mechatronics lab.

Possible careers include process and 
production technicians, industrial machin-
ery mechanics, programmable logic con-
trol technicians and operators, and indus-
trial engineering technicians. The potential 
earnings range for this program is $18.83 
- $29.54 an hour.

The information sessions are free and 
open to the public via Zoom: 

Tuesday, April 13 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 14 from 6-7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 15 from noon-1 p.m. 
To register for one of the sessions, 

or for more information, please email 
TechEd@SJRState.edu or call (904) 276-
6893. Financial aid guidance is available 
for students. 

Classes begin on the Orange Park cam-
pus in August.

Deitch, Matson added to Troy 
University’s academics list

TROY, Ala. – Stephanie Matson of Or-

ange Park graduated on the Chancellor’s 
List, while Sarah Deitch of Middleburg was 
named to the Provost’s List at Troy Univer-
sity for Term 3 of the 2020/2021 academic 
year.

Matson graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree.

The Chancellor’s List honors full-time 
undergraduate students who are regis-
tered for at least 12 semester hours and 
who earn a grade point average of 4.0. 
The Provost’s List honors full-time under-
graduate students who are registered for 
at least 12 semester hours and who have a 
grade point average of at least 3.65. Term 
3 includes students at Troy’s campuses in 
Dothan, Phenix City and Montgomery, Ala., 
along with students outside of Alabama 
and online.

Roulhac inducted into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La. – Terri Delgado 
Roulhac of Middleburg recently was initi-
ated into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the nation’s oldest and most selective 
all-discipline collegiate honor society. Del-
gado Roulhac was initiated at Jacksonville 
University.

Delgado Roulhac is among approxi-
mately 30,000 students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni to be initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi each year.

COLLEGE NEWS
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The Culver’s Deluxe ButterBurger®

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. 
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Experienced, Professional and Full-time Realtor.

Kathy Dartt Realtor
Watson Realty Corp., REALTORS®

1395 Chaffee Road S.
Jacksonville, FL 32221

904-885-2971
kfdartt@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

WatsonRealtyCorp.com

ASK FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS ON A
PROPERTY THAT YOU’RE BUYING OR SELLING!

The Watson Way Is The Key To Your Next Home

SIMPLE, SAFE, SOLD!

first day of the Clay County Agriculture 
Fair, more than 1,000 people already were 
in a line that stretched into a side parking 
lot. And it never slowed down.

The first day attendance was 18,200, 
and it confirmed what organizers expected 
– this year’s fair will shatter attendance 
records.

“It’s been tiring, but I’m so amazed by 
the community support,” fair general man-
ager Tasha Hyder said. “Everyone’s been 
up and down whether we were going to 
have this fair. A lot of work went into it.

“It’s great seeing people doing normal 
things again.”

The 2019 fair had a record 135,000 
visitors. Compared to the first five days of 
2019, this year’s event already has attract-
ed an additional 20,000 visitors, Hyder 
said. Record crowds also were reported for 
a Sunday (April 4) and Monday (April 5).

Included in those numbers was the gov-
ernor.

Fairgoers walking along Main Street 
were surprised to see Gov. Ron DeSantis 
stopping at some of the food booths on Day 
1. He was swarmed by people who wanted 
to shake his hand and have their pictures 
made with him.

The governor wasn’t at the fair on of-
ficial business. In fact, it wasn’t part of 
his itinerary. He was there with his family 
to enjoy the rides and sample the unique 
menus along the main thoroughfare.

DeSantis hoped his example will help 
others find normalcy after the state, in-
cluding last year’s fair, was shut down a 
year ago for the COVID-19 pandemic.

“People are excited,” DeSantis said. 
“My kids love it; the first lady loves it. I 
think people will have a lot of fun.”

Another first-day visitor was U.S. Con-
gresswoman Kat Cammack (R-Gainesville), 
who represents Clay County on Capitol Hill.

The real stars, however, were the fami-
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lies who waited in lines and enjoyed sev-
eral sun-splashed days.

Sunday’s crowd was 20,237, which eas-
ily was the largest for a Sunday in fair his-
tory.

The break from COVID-19 and a list of 
popular concert acts kept the turnstiles 
busy and backed up traffic on State Road 
16 for miles.

Local acts Duval County Line and Curt 
Towne Band opened for 38 Special on Fri-
day, April 2. Scotty McCreery played on 
Saturday with all reserved and VIP seats 
sold out in advance.

Vanilla Ice played Monday to the largest 
crowd at Cattleman’s Arena in fair history, 
Hyder said.

“It was an awesome show, by far the 
biggest we’ve ever had at the fair,” she 
said. “There wasn’t an empty seat. All 
three grandstand seats were filled.”

Vanilla Ice, who’s real name is Bobby 
Van Winkle, wore a mask and walked down 
Main Street and the midway hours before 
hitting the stage. With the mask on, few 
recognized him. And before the show, he 
met many of his fans in the VIP area and 
was delighted to take selfies with most.

Another popular event was speed dat-
ing on the Ferris Wheel on Tuesday night. 
Nearly 120 people signed up to take two 
trips around the Ferris wheel with a po-
tential dating partner. Five couples ended 
up extending their date at the JJ Gray and 
Mofro and Split Tone concert later that 
night.

The larger crowds also kept the coun-
ty’s emergency management and health 
departments busy. Wearing a mask wasn’t 
mandatory, but strongly suggested. EMC 
Director John Ward and Clay County 
Health Department Administrator Heather 
Huffman spent a year working with Hyder 

and the Clay County Sheriff’s Office to cre-
ate as many safeguards against the virus. 
They also worked to provide a safe envi-
ronment to a community that’s been rest-
less to break away from the restrictions 
COVID-19 created.

“It’s been very good – busy, but very 
good,” Ward said. “Traffic’s been a little 
bit more than we thought, but when you 
have that many people trying to get into a 
small area [85 acres], it’s going to create 
a backup.”

The fair is scheduled to wrap up on 
Sunday at 7 p.m.

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

Gov. Ron DeSantis stopped by the Cedar River Seafood booth to ask about gator tail bites.

This man was available for a speed dating ride 
on the Ferris wheel - and beyond - at the Fair.
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Safe Animal Shelter | 2913 County Road 220 Middleburg | 904-276-7233 
 Wednesday-Sunday 12pm-5pm | www.safeanimalshelter.com
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Daisy 
Hi! My name is Daisy and I am available for adoption. I am about 2 years old and weigh about 
45 pounds.  I am up to date on my vaccinations and I have been spayed and microchipped. 
I am a sweet loving girl. I am initially shy when meeting new people and young children. I can 
be cautious around louder small children. I like to play outside and I can play well with other 
dogs but I am very energetic and I need a playmate who can keep up with me and is not 
bothered by  some rough play. I enjoy going for walks and being outside.  A yard that is fenced 
would be best for me.  I also enjoy laying around the house and getting a good rub down. If 
you are interested in being my forever home please come see me.

Skinny 
Hello,this lovely 5 years young girl is Skinny. She recently lost her home and is now ready for 
a new family to love. She is a striking female cat, part siamese with Tabby and calico mark-
ings, can you get more exotic than that? She is quiet but very affectionate, she loves humans 
and other feline company. If you want to see this beauty, come to Safe Animal Shelter today!
Please know that the shelter requires a meet-n-greet with all members of the 
household for a fur-ever home compatibility encounter (includes children and dogs).

Store hours are Monday-Friday from 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Comcast now has 41 Xfinity Stores 
throughout all of Florida. For more infor-
mation about Xfinity products, services 
and retail stores, call 1-800-XFINITY or 
visit www.xfinitystores.com.

Bitcoin kiosks coming to Clay 
County Winn-Dixie stores

CLAY COUNTY – Coinstar and Coinme 
are launching more than 300 bitcoin-en-
ables Coinstar kiosks in Florida, including 
at six Winn-Dixie stores in Clay County. 
Customers will be able to buy bitcoin 
with cash at stores located in Green Cove 
Springs, Middleburg, Lake Asbury, Argyle 
and Orange Park.

The kiosks are a solution for the un-
banked or non-tech-savvy: Coinstar ma-
chines offer easy, instant and safe access 
to digital currencies with cash for people 
without bank accounts or who lack techni-
cal savvy.

Some Florida politicians have em-
braced bitcoin, touting its benefits for Flor-
ida’s diverse population, giving economic 
diversity to folks without traditional assets 

or bank accounts.
Coinme is the first cash-to-crypto av-

enue in Florida: Bitcoin ATMs require a 
debit card and separate bitcoin wallet to 
store the funds. Coinme-enabled Coinstar 
Kiosks are all-inclusive and accept cash.

Coinme operates the largest cryptocur-
rency cash exchange in the U.S. Founded 
in 2014 with the simple belief that buying 
digital currencies should be easy and ac-
cessible to everyone, today Coinme pow-
ers nearly 6,000 physical locations to 
buy and sell bitcoin using cash through a 
partnership with Coinstar. The company 
offers an enterprise-grade API that helps 
“crypto-enable” legacy financial systems, 
and a vertically integrated suite of con-
sumer products providing an easy, secure 
and efficient way to buy, store and man-
age cryptocurrencies. For more informa-
tion, visit www.coinme.com. Based in Bel-
levue, Wash., Coinstar owns and operates 
the largest fully automated, multi-national 
network of self-service coin-counting ki-
osks. With more than 22,000 kiosk loca-
tions, Coinstar provides convenient and 
reliable coin-counting services at mass 
merchants, grocery and drug stores, and 
financial institutions. Consumer solutions 
include coin-to-cash, coin-to-eGift card, 
and charity donation options. For kiosk 
locations and information, visit www.coin-
star.com.
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volunteers at church to create and teach 
crafts once a month at Cookie Crunchers, 
a Sunday afternoon class for children. 
She helps organize speakers and some-
times serves the lunch at the JOY Club. As 
a member of the Florida home and Com-
munity Educators Association. she serves 
as editor of their newsletter and has pre-
sented workshops at several of their state 
conventions.

Man of the Year honorees

Elmer Posick
Elmer Posick is a long-time volunteer 

in the community. He volunteers for the 
James Boys Bicycle Ministry at the Orange 
Park United Methodist Church, James Boys 
Ramp Ministry at the Orange Park United 
Methodist Church and is a Florida Supreme 
Court Certified Mediator in the County 
Court Mediation Program, 4th Judicial Cir-
cuit. At the James Boys Bicycle Ministry, 
he is the director of the program as well 
as a regular worker there. He rebuilds do-
nated bikes and distributes them to needy 
and homeless children and adults. In 2020, 
409 bikes were distributed. Elmer coordi-
nates 18 volunteers at the bike shop. This 
year he organized an event at Orange Park 
United Methodist Church where 247 bikes 
were given away. He works with the Clay 
County School Resource staff to provide 
bikes to students in need throughout the 
year. As crew chief at James Boys Ramp 
Ministry, he assisted in building 54 wheel-
chair ramps for those in need.

Mike Youngblood
Mike is currently Board President of 

Clay County Habitat, a position which he 
assumed three years ago. Youngblood came 
on as a Habitat for Humanity, Inc., board 
member when he retired from a successful 
career as a Publix executive five years ago. 
In addition to Habitat, Mike volunteers at 
St. Vincent’s Clay County and at Waste Not, 
Want Not. He also volunteers with Urban 
Plunge at St. Catherine’s Church and with 
Coffee House, a church youth group.

Since accepting the role of Board 
President of Clay County Habitant, he 
has learned every aspect of operations by 

Gala
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volunteering in each department. He has 
worked on construction, served on com-
mittees, made home visits, reviewed fi-
nancials, and helped with remodeling the 
ReStore. Armed with comprehension and 
commitment, he has led the charge of get-
ting the staff energized and the board and 
engaged and committed to making some 
much-needed changes for the organization. 
Mike meets with the Executive Director 
weekly for planning and status updates. 
He is the liaison between the board a com-
munity. He leads, supports, and keeps the 
board apprised of the health of the organi-
zation. He and the board members provide 
guidance, governance, and stewardship for 
the organization.

Woman of the Year Honorees

Margo Hay
 Margo started as a Patient/Family Vol-

unteer with Community Hospice and Pal-
liative Care of Northeast Florida in 2004 
and has made a significant difference in the 
lives of countless patients, their families 
and the staff by visiting with patients, allow-
ing their caregivers to take a well-deserved 
and needed break. From the beginning, 
Margo has been a very active volunteer 
with both adults and children. Her outgoing 
personality makes her a wonderful ambas-
sador, and her lifelong passion to help oth-
ers is a constant source of inspiration to all 
who meet her. Margo has completed spe-
cialized training and provided service as a 
Spiritual Care Volunteer, PedsCare Volun-
teer, Complementary Care Volunteer, and 
Ambassador. As a Spiritual Care Volunteer, 
she brings comfort to bedbound patients 
who sought this support. She drove across 
the five-county service area delivering holi-
day gifts for the PedsCare patients and food 
baskets to those patients who need assis-
tance. As a Complementary Care Volunteer, 
she has learned about the benefits of music 
therapy, hand massage and Reiki. However, 
her true calling is as an Ambassador; Mar-
go has helped encourage people who were 
interested in becoming volunteers.

Doris Wellner
Two years after relocating to Orange 

Park from South Dakota, Doris began her 
outstanding volunteer career with Auxil-
iary at Orange Park Medical Center. She 
initially worked in the Cancer Resource 

Office and the Pink Ribbon Symposium. In 
2011 she was elected as First Vice Presi-
dent, and important leadership position 
where she works tirelessly over countless 
hours interviewing prospective auxiliary 
members. During her tenure, the Auxiliary 
membership grew over 50 percent. Pres-
ently during Covid she is volunteering in 
Guest Services and Employee Health. Do-
ris has spent 8000 hours volunteering at 
OPMC. In addition to her auxiliary work 
Doris volunteers with the Orange Park 
Clothes Closet. She assists with the “Pink 
Ribbon Symposium”, volunteers for “Relay 
for Life”, collects gifts for the annual Sal-
vation Army “Angel Tree” drive and helps 
with worship service at St. Giles Presby-
terian Church. From 2010 to 2020, Doris 
was very involved with H2U Health to You 
monthly health seminars. In her H2U roll 
she oversaw the Christmas Fashion Show. 
To keep busy during Covid, she started a 
mini walking club in her neighborhood.

Shepherd’s Center Volunteer of 
the Year

Suzanne Tower
Suzanne joined the Shepherd’s Center 

as a member in 2009. She immediately 
immersed herself in all aspects of the or-
ganization. She brought her bright smile, 
positive demeanor, and can-do attitude 
to all areas of the organization. Suzanne 
has served on the board of directors of 
SCOOP for eight years; holding the posi-
tions of secretary and currently chairman 
of the board. During this extraordinary 
year, Suzanne has tackled breast cancer 
while steering the board through the pan-

demic. When Suzanne is not doing board 
work, she is the number one cheerleader 
for SCOOP’s Adventures in Learning Pro-
gram. Suzanne is constantly searching for 
new instructors and classes. She encour-
ages community members to join AIL as 
well, constantly bringing in new members. 
Suzanne has been an avid champion of 
this past year’s move of classes from an 
in-person format to a virtual format on 
Zoom. She even signed her husband up to 
facilitate the Current Events class. She has 
encouraged and cajoled members to join 
the virtual classes. Suzanne encouraged 
board members to reach out to our mem-
bers through bi-monthly phone calls; these 
calls checked on the member’s health, 
asked if they needed anything and offered 
a much-needed telephonic hug while we 
were quarantining. You would think with 
all she does for SCOOP she would be rest-
ing. Oh no, not Suzanne. Suzanne is active 
in the local NARFE chapter, serving as the 
chapter president. Prior to her cancer di-
agnosis, she was a dedicated plasma donor 
with One Blood. Suzanne also serves on the 
Golden Years Gala committee. She stitches, 
yes, I said stitches, an amazing cross stitch 
art piece for each year’s Gala auction. Her 
stitched pieces bring high bids every year. 
In addition to stitching an auction item she 
gathers many other items in the commu-
nity, always making sure the auction is a 
success. Suzanne understands the value of 
lifelong learning and social interaction for 
older adults. She does everything possible 
to advance the mission of the Shepherd’s 
Center: assisting seniors by enhancing 
their quality of life through educational 
programming, intellectually, physically, so-
cially and spiritually.
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Comedian James Gregory brings his act to Thrasher-Horne
“They say driving a car is more danger-
ous than flying, but that’s the way I want 
to go, a car wreck. Where I’m from, it’s 
kind of like a tradition. We don’t have 
heart attacks in our family. We just 
cross the median – usually on the week-
end, just out drinking or trying to out-
run the repo man.

“At least if you die in a car wreck, 
they can always retrieve the body. Being 
Baptist, we need that. You give us some-
thing to embalm and some of that tater 
salad, we can have a funeral. Ashes and 
urns ain’t for us. We’re going to throw 
dirt on somebody. If you knew a Baptist 
who talked about cremation, that’s not a 
full-blood Baptist. He probably married 
outside his faith. If you hear a Baptist 
talking about burning something, it’s 
going to be biscuits or leaves. It’s not 
going to be Uncle Larry.”

Popular standup still telling 
tales of simple, funny Southern 

life after 40 years

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – James Gregory loves to 
tell stories. He also loves to make people 
laugh. And on special nights, he does both 
at the same time.

Although Gregory calls himself “The 
Funniest Man in America,” he readily ad-
mits he’s not a joke teller. He tells stories 
that are interwoven with a little exaggera-
tion, a lot of homespun humor, plenty of 
thought-provoking recollections of simpler 

times and the much-needed return of com-
mon sense.

Gregory will bring his North Georgia 
drawl and his light-hearted standup to the 
Trasher-Horne Center on April 9. A hall 
that’s been relatively empty for more than 
a year by the COVID-19 pandemic will be 
alive again with laughter, Gregory said.

“The people of Orange Park are going 
to have the funniest night of their life,” he 
said. “That’s what I think.”

Gregory doesn’t rely on clever one-
liners or patented punchlines. His stories 
are naturally funny because they expose 
the humor of every day life. And while he’s 
clearly not politically correct, he avoids 
the easy laughs that come with politics.

“I try to do a show that relates to the 
average person. One reason I’ve been in 
business as long as I have is there’s all 
types of comedy, there’s all types of enter-
tainment. It’s good there’s different types 

James Gregory

and different styles,” Gregory said during a 
recent telephone interview.

“I do the kind of show that’s family en-
tertainment. It’s family oriented. If some-
body wants to come to the show and they 
want to bring their 14-year-old daughter 
and 12-year-old son, they can bring the 
kids. Whether you’re 8 years old, 18 or 80, 
you can enjoy the show. When they leave, 
I want them to feel good about the experi-
ence. I want it to be enjoyable that they 
can brag about it. And hopefully, they’ll 
want to come back and do it again. These 
are being who are buying the show.

“That’s one reason why I stay away 
from the news. I don’t do anything politi-
cal on the stage. It’s not funny. With CO-
VID-19, wearing a mask, my theory is this: 
people watch that 24 hours a day. See that 
on the news 24 hours a day. Now, they take 
two hours of their precious time to go to a 
venue to be entertained. I don’t think they 
need to hear more news on the stage. If 
they want to watch the news, they can stay 
at home.”

Gregory worked for the post office and 
as a salesman in the Atlanta area until he 
was 36. He then introduced other comedi-
ans at a local comedy club before setting 
out on his own in 1982.

As long as he can get there in his car, 
he’s not ready to slow down anytime soon.

“I stay away from air travel. I don’t like 
to fly,” Gregory said. “I don’t mind flying 
once a year just to catch up on my drinking 
and my praying.”

Gregory has spent more than a year off 
the road when venues were closed by the 
coronavirus. It was a time to reflect – and 
to realize just how much he still liked mak-

ing people laugh.
“Of course, I missed it,” he said. “I’m 

not by myself. I think the whole country 
feels that way, whether they’re in my line 
of work or not. This is the business that 
I’m in. We’re entertainers. We are not es-
sential workers. Most of our work, most of 
my shows I do, are in theaters. Of course, 
they’re controlled by the CEO or the county 
or the state. Only recently they’ve added 
limited capacity.”

Seating will be limited to 400 to assure 
proper distancing, according to Thrasher-
Horne’s Production and Events Manager 
Mariana Bell.

“I didn’t know a lot about him, but once 
we put him in, a lot of people said they 
were looking forward to seeing him,” she 
said. “There’s been a good response for 
him.”

Gregory, who is making his first ap-
pearance at Thrasher-Horne, already is 
looking forward to coming back.

“Hopefully we can make it successful so 
we can come once a year,” he said.

A night with James Gregory
When: Saturday, April 9 at 8 p.m.
Where: Thrasher-Horne Center, St. Johns 
River State College Campus, 283 Col-
lege Dr., Orange Park.
When: April 9 at 8 p.m.
Tickets: $55-$95
COVID-19 protocols: Tickets sold online 
at www.thcenter.org in groups of two. 
For group sales, call the venue at (904) 
276-6815.

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com 

FLEMING ISLAND – The Eagle Harbor 
community has come a long way in the past 
thirty-odd years. One reason is the dedi-
cation of John O’Connor and his company, 
O’Connor Development Corporation, which 
over time has been responsible for the bulk 
of commercial development in the area.

Residents of the neighborhood can look 
no further than O’Connor when tracing the 
development of most of its commercial real 
estate.

“I started the company [O’Connor De-
velopment Corporation] in October, 1981,” 
said O’Connor, who originally worked in 
banking but disliked it. In the mid-1970’s 
he teamed with two friends, one of whom 
was an architect, and the other a devel-
oper, to go into business together before he 
struck out on his own in the early ‘80s. 

Before building up Eagle Harbor, 
O’Connor cut his teeth developing Publix 
and Winn Dixie locations in north Florida 

and South Georgia. That experience pre-
pared him for success on Fleming Island. 

The 72-year-old Jacksonville native 
moved to Clay County in 1991, around the 
time that he began working the develop-
ment on Fleming Island. The first commer-
cial land purchase in the area ended up be-
ing the Publix shopping center that opened 
for business in 1994.

Overall, O’Connor and his company 
have been involved in just about every 
major commercial development on Flem-
ing Island, particularly the Fleming Island 
Shopping Center on County Road 220.

“We’ve been involved in pretty much all 
the commercial development out there,” he 
said. “Publix, Target, Kohl’s, Fresh Market 
and Starbucks.”

O’Connor’s focus isn’t just to make a lot 
of money or urbanize Clay County. His rea-
sons for what he does are much simpler 
and closer to home.

“The goal was to provide things so peo-
ple would not have to leave the Island to 

O’Connor expands to Oakleaf area 
after developing much of Fleming Island

go shopping,” said O’Connor. “I think we’ve 
done a pretty good job of that. Everything 
we’ve done is to serve the community and 
its residents. We’ve also added a signifi-
cant tax base to Clay County. We also built 
the AMC [theatre] and the Holiday Inn Ex-
press.”

By now, O’Connor has developed nearly 
all of Eagle Harbor. There is only one lot 
left, and the ODC is building their offices 

on it, next to the AMC theatres. 
Although Eagle Harbor is just about 

built out in terms of development, O’Connor 
isn’t done yet.

“We made an investment and moved out 
to Oakleaf, on the southwest corner of Oak-
leaf Plantation Drive and Discovery. With 
the new First Coast Expressway [State 
Route 23], there will be significant impact 
with that development,” he said. 
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INSURANCE RATES 
TOO HIGH?

WE 
CAN 

HELP!

• Been in business over 60 years
• Two locations in Clay County
• We can write ALL lines of insurance

 

Middleburg: 2361 Blanding Blvd.  • 904-282-7665
Keystone Heights: 333 S. Lawrence Blvd. • 352-473-7209 

www.GeorgeRobertsIns.com
csr@georgerobertsins.com

C. Scott Roberts
Owner/Agent

We represent more than 30 A-Rated insurance companies 
providing you the best insurance at the best price.

Auto • Business • Home • Life/Health

More scenes from this year’s Clay County Fair
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LEFKO
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MeLissa Pellerito 
352-494-1829 

(call or text)
mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com

Proven reputation of 
Honest, Trustworthy and 

Professional service.

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

TODAY’sSportsSports
Clay Today | Thursday, April 8, 2021 | claytodayonline.com 

Gidcumb blast pushes Eagles to win

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - At � rst glance, the titanic 
battle between Fleming Island High and St. 
Johns Country Day School baseball, argu-
ably in the top � ve of Florida baseball all 
classes, looked to becoming a 12-13 inning 
pitch fest between Cody Carwile and Brad 

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - With three district cham-
pion teams; Keystone Heights, Ridgeview 
and Fleming Island, and handful of re-
gional hopefuls, area boys weightlifting 
teams will be training carefully to exact 
a little more power at the Friday and Sat-
urday region championships en route to 
a state meet berth two weeks later. Clay 
High’s Isaiah Jones had the most domi-
nant win with a 100 pound gap in his 129 
pound division in district 5-2A indicating 
a near lock on a region and state title.

“We don’t have one lifter that will set 
records and win an individual state title, 

but we got a couple of guys in each weight 
class that can bring us a lot of team 
points,” said Keystone Heights coach 
Lantz Lowery, who won the district 8-1A 
title decisively with a 98 to 38 win over 

Interlachen with eight individual cham-
pions. “Our best bet is a team title if all 
of our guys get six solid lifts to put pres-

Battle of Titans II:

Golden Eagles 
defeat Spartans 

Fleming Island pitcher Cody Carwile 
dethrottled the St. Johns bats with 13 
strikeouts in 5-3 win for Eagles on Monday. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Keystone Heights weightlifter Caleb Moncrief is one of handful of Indian lifters that have stormed to three titles in the last month with the 
district title most recent. Area lifters  head to region championships on Friday for a shot at the state championship meet. 

Lifters run � ne line of readiness
Region Weightlift Schedules

Region 1-3A (Sub-region, district 1,2) at Oakleaf High School
Fri., April 9, 10:30 a.m. start. (Oakleaf, Fleming Island)

Region 2-2A (Sub-region, district 5,6) at St. Augustine High, Wed., 3:30 p.m. (Clay)

Region 1-2A at Suwannee High, Fri., April 9 11 a.m. (Ridgeview, Orange Park, Middleburg)

Region 2-1A at West Nassau Sat., April 10 3 p.m. (Keystone Heights)

SEE LIFT, 37

SEE BASEBALL, 34

Ridgeview High softball got a welcomed 
return and smile from senior catcher Brooke 
Michael who has battled cancer through 
March. Michael is still in chemotherapy. 
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By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

MIDDLEBURG - With a battle of two of the 
three remaining unbeaten high school flag 
football teams featuring offenses that have 
piled on nearly 40 points per game while 
giving up just one touchdown in 11 games, 
it was appropriate that a game that fea-
tured eight interceptions; two on the Clay 
goal line, would end on an interception re-
turned for a touchdown.

“All season, she has been asking me to 
get the other team to throw to her side,” 
said Stilianou, commenting on a Pick Six 
interception return by freshman defender 
Cheyenne Jenkins with under two minutes 
left in a 0-0 deadlocked game between 
unbeaten Clay and unbeaten Middleburg. 
“Our rusher Desiree Hall, also a freshman, 
did her job all night; chasing their quar-
terback and making her hurry, and it paid 
off in the clutch. I can’t say enough about 
these girls staying the course out there 
amidst a lot of bad plays and mistakes 
against a great team.”

From the onset of the game, Middle-
burg, with the additional yards off two 
questionable pass interference calls, 
seemed to have control of the offensive 
side of the ball with two long drives behind 
rollout tosses from quarterback Brooke 
Swenson to center/wide receiver Jewel 
Taylor that moved the chains in increments 
of five to seven yards.

“We were just going be efficient, catch 
the football, keep moving forward and 
keep their offense on the sideline,” said 
Stilianou. “Our offense runs through Jewel 
Taylor, our senior midfield player.”

Twice in the first half, the Bronco strat-
egy seemed to payoff, but twice; by Izzy 
Shadegg and by Kiley Burke, the Blue Devil 
defense, despite penalty flags for aggres-
sive play, responded, with center rusher 
Johanna Hunter within arms’ reach of 
Swenson all night, in the throws of danger 

with interceptions in the Red Zone; inside 
the 10 yard line, to keep Middleburg at bay. 

At the half, locked at 0-0, Middleburg 
was offensively throwing inside dump 
passes to Taylor with Stilianou’s daugher, 
Alexis, the offensive playcaller for the 
Broncos, setting up a few Hook and Ladder 
catch and laterals to maybe catch a break 
with speedster Meghan Bonsor trying to 
get the corner of the Blue Devil defense.

In the second half, Middleburg found 
success with wide wide out Sam Hardi-
son becoming an outside target for Swen-
son getting bigger chunks of yardage and 
spreading the Clay defense at bit. 

Clay got a third drive-ending intercep-
tion with Amber Maturo snaring a deflec-
tion from Burke and carrying the ball past 
midfield for Clay lone drive start in Middle-
burg territory.

Jewel Taylor picked off Clay quarter-
back Dakota Hills late in the third with 
Clay near the Middleburg 40, but Hunter, 
on first down, snared Swenson for a five 
yard sack.

“They didn’t get much opportunity in 
our side of the field because of the great 
defensive effort,” said Stilianou. 

Through the third quarter, both teams 
seemed unable to break the umbrella of 
pass coverage by both teams as both of-
fenses stalled near midfield to force punts. 

In the final stanza, Hardison made 
catch and turns for 8-10 yard gains that 
seemed to keep the Broncos on the move, 
but she did drop a wide open pass inside 
the five yard line on fourth down that could 
have converted to a score.

“We preach keep playing,” said 
Stilianou. “Everyone makes mistakes. It’s 
how you respond on the field and in life 
that shows your character.”

With Clay trying to find a deep pass 
play, Middleburg defender Meghan Bon-
sor came up with her own interception 
near midfield to turn the teams around and 

Jenkins’ Pick Six ends 
defensive tightrope

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Middleburg High flag football rusher Desiree Hall, in red, was a factor all night in making Clay 
quarterback Dakota Hills hurry her throws downfield.

Middleburg High outside defender Cheyenne Jenkins, just a freshman, gets the touchdown 
signal from officials and an incoming hug from teammates after her Pick Six interception 
touchdown with just two minutes remaining in a 0-0 game with Clay High. 

Battle of unbeats: CHS v MHS

put Middleburg on Clay’s side of the field. 
Middleburg failed to move the ball and was 
forced to punt with Taylor smacking a high 
punt that hit Maturo in the face near the 
40 yard line.

On first down, Hall forced Hills on a 
scramble that ended with Hills losing foot-
ing for a loss at 2:18 to go.

With two minutes left to find a winner, 
Taylor knocked down a Hills first pass on 
a first down play at the Clay 20. Annalee 
Harbison broke through two missed tackle 
attempts for a 22 yard gain inside the Mid-
dleburg 40 with 1:27 to go. 

On the next play, Hill was all over chas-
ing Hills to force an errant pass toward the 
Clay sideline that Jenkins jumped in front 
of and headed to paydirt.

“It’s a team effort with Desiree’s rushes 
forcing them to hurry their passes and un-
able to set up to throw deep,” said Jenkins. 
“I saw the route in front of me and just got 
in front of it.”

Jenkins would next catch the extra 
point pass to put Middleburg up 7-0. 

On Clay’s final attempt to tie the game, 
Hills threw right to Mackenzie Eubank on 
a right sweep who stopped to throw, but 
found Swenson at safety for Middleburg to 
end the game.

“This was the practice game I’ve been 
telling them all week,” said Stilianou. “I fig-
ure we will have to play them again later in 
the playoffs. Now, they have played in the 
big game.”

Middleburg High wide receiver Sam Hardison had a late flurry of pass and catches with 
quarterback Brooke Swenson to keep the Broncos on the Clay side of midfield.

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Fleming Island High quarterback 
Elizabeth Edwards and the Golden 
Eagles flag football team stayed 
unbeaten with a 46-0 win over 
Keystone Heights on Tues., April 
6. Fleming Island, in Class 2A, and 
Middleburg, in Class 1A, are the only 
unbeaten teams still in Clay County. 
Fleming Island was ranked 11th in all 
classes as of April 6 with Clay at fifth 
and Middleburg unranked. In Class 
2A, Fleming Island is ranked sixth. In 
Class 1A, Clay was ranked second with 
Middleburg 15th. 
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Brooke is back!

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

KISSIMMEE - Oakleaf High softball trav-
eled to Kissimmee to battle the state’s 
best teams in the return of the prestigious 
Kissimmee Klassic Invitational and return 
with a 12th place team finish off a one win, 
two loss outing.

One of the highlights of the tournament 
was a three homer slugfest; two by Kayla 
Aldridge and one by Meshayla Pettaway 
in a 12-8 loss to Trinity Christian in game 
three of the tournament. 

Oakleaf had lost their opener to Lake 
Brantly, 6-1 with a solo homer by Trinidi 
Murrell the lone run for the Knights. 

Back in the consolation bracket, the 
Knights rebounded with a 12-7 win over 
Coral Reef with a three-dinger effort from 
Aldridge, Murrell and Ayianna Ward all 
blasting four-bag hits.

Against Trinity Christian, Oakleaf gave 
up seven run in the sixth inning to nullify 
two homers from Aldridge and a solo shot 
from Pettaway.

In the final game of the tournament, 
against Alonso High of Tampa, Oakleaf 
pounded for a 10-9 hitting advantage, but 
could not overcome a five-run first inning 
by Alonso. Murrell had two doubles, Mari-
yah Sanchez had a double and Ciara Gib-
son hoisted a triple. 

Oakleaf finishes up the regular season 
with a five-game schedule that includes 
Keystone Heights for a rematch on Tues., 
April 6, a dangerous Atlantic Coast that 
beat Ridgeview 7-0 in late March on April 
9, Ponte Vedra on April 12, Baker County 
(10-4) on April 13, a 10-4 3A-Episcopal 
team on April 15 and a final district game 
against Nease on April 20. The Knights fin-
ish with Paxon on April 23. 

In other action around the county from 
last week, Ridgeview High’s senior catcher 
Brooke Michael made a triumphant return 
to her spot behind home plate to orches-
trate a 6-4 win over Fleming Island. Mi-
chael has been battling cancer since the 
summer with numerous bouts of chemo-
therapy and treatment. 

Against Fleming Island, Michael got one 
hit in three at bats and a tag at home plate 
in the fourth inning on a bases loaded situ-
ation that ended with just one run scored 

Homers highlight Oakleaf tourney visit

Former Oakleaf High state champion pitcher 
Kelsey Sweatt has the Argonauts of U of West 
Florida at a 20-10 season record for 2021.

Oakleaf High’s batting lineup got a bit lively with homers in their recent tournament visit at 
the Kissimmee Klassic with Trinidi Murrell, above right, hammering one for the Knights. 

Fleming Island High pitcher Ansley Hamilton 
had strong innings in 6-4 loss to Ridgeview 
with the Eagles making late inning comeback 
from 6-0 deficit. 

Ridgeview High pitcher Brittany Michael, left, fires away in win over Fleming Island recently 
after standing for national anthem with twin sister Brooke, right, prior to game. Brooke 
Michael is battling a bout of cancer since March. 
for the Golden Eagles. Brittany Michael, 
on the mound for Ridgeview, struck out 14 
batters. Michael struck out the first three 
Fleming Island batters. 

Ridgeview clocked in with six runs in 
the first two innings off a double from K 
Torrence and RBI single from Ashlyn Hal-
ford and two errors to get to 3-0.

A triple by Mary Girgis and an RBI sin-
gle from Brittany Michael got to 4-0 with 
another error and two singles scoring Mi-
chael and Torrence to 6-0.

Fleming Island exploded in the ensuing 
inning with a Blair Bucklew triple and an 
RBI double from Chesney. 

Fleming Island persisted in the fourth 
with singles from Spencer and Chesser 
scoring a second run.

In the sixth, two errors put two Fleming 
Island baserunners in play before Hamil-
ton blasting a 2RBI single to tense up the 
game at 6-4. 

Both Michael’s singled in the bottom of 
the sixth, but failed to score with Brittany 
Michael ending the game with two more 
strikeouts. At Keystone Heights, the Lady 
Indians, after their near-upset of Oakleaf, 
strung out four wins in four games with 
wins of 7-3 over Palatka, 9-5 over Fleming 
Island, a 7-0 doozie over Middleburg and a 

6-1 win over Baldwin. Baldwin was 11-3 
and ranked 18th in Class 3A with Key-
stone Heights, 9-5, ranked 19th prior to 
the game. 

Against Middleburg, pitcher Madi 
Mitzel allowed just three hits with four 
strikeouts against the strong batting 
lineup of the Lady Broncos. Keystone 
Heights’ pinch-batter Ashley Nugent’s 
2RBI double was the big hit of the game 
in a five-run sixth inning for the Lady In-
dians. 

Keystone Heights attacked Middlburg 
pitcher Kaylee Crickmore in the sixth 
with three straight singles; Riley Barry, 
Alaina Kinsal and Megan Green to set up 
Nugent’s rocket. The Lady Indians’ bats 
stayed hot with singles to Saige Dennis, 
Abbie Roach and Emma Rogel getting to 
the final 7-0 score.

Mitzel was strong on the mound just 
days later against Baldwin with seven 
strikeouts with Kiley Channell and Cait-
lin Frampton teeing up triples for the 
Lady Indian bats to send a 0-0 game in 
the third to 5-1 in two innings. Framp-
ton’s triple was a two run blast in the 
fourth with Channell sending hers in the 
fifth to score Roach off a single. Kinley 
Carlton later singled Channell in for a 
4-1 lead. 

Senior hurler struck out 20 batters 
over 13 innings against Union

Courtesy of University of West Florida Athletics

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – After a dominant 
weekend against Union in the circle, Uni-
versity of West Florida pitcher Kelsey Swe-
att has been named the Gulf South Confer-
ence Pitcher of the Week. This is the third 
time this season Sweatt has earned the 
weekly conference honor, having also done 
so on February 2 and February 16.  

 The Jacksonville, Florida, native post-
ed a 1.62 ERA over 13 innings against the 
Lady Bulldogs on the road. She struck out 
20 batters and held opponents to a .191 
batting average in the series. Sweatt 
earned the win in both Game 2 and Game 
3 of the series, striking out 12 on Friday in 
the second half of a doubleheader.

 Those 12 strikeouts were the second-
most in her career, nearly matching the 
13 she had against West Georgia in March 
2020, and it was the fifth time in her UWF 
career that she has had double-digit strike-
outs in a game.

 Sweatt pushed her way near the top of 
the GSC leaderboards in several categories 
with her big weekend. She is now third in 
wins (9), fourth in strikeouts (74), sixth in 
innings pitched (77.0), and eighth in oppo-
nent batting average (.213).

 UWF will host Montevallo on Friday 
and Saturday for a weekend Gulf South 
Conference series.

OHS Sweatt Earns 
GSC Pitcher of 
the Week Honor
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Kayla Aldridge
Oakleaf, Softball

Kayla Aldridge, an Oakleaf High 
pitcher, has been coming on strong 

on the mound, but Saturday, at 
the Kissimmee Klassic softball 
invitational, Aldridge joined her 
teammates with a big bat that 
included two homers in a 12-8 

loss to Trinity Christian. 

Caleb Moncrief
Keystone Heights Track/

Weightlifting

Caleb Moncrief has had a double life in the 
past two weeks with a Bob Hayes discus 
gold medal and, most recently, a district 
weightlift title with a 605 total weight to 
lead Keystone Heights to a team district 

weightlift championship.

Hodges with 11 strikeouts in the � rst two 
innings between the two � amethrowers. 

“We knew they were coming off a big 
weekend in south Florida against some 
power teams and they were keyed up for 
this game,” said Fleming Island coach 
Grant Bigilin. “This game is a good game 
to see if they are going to be ready for the 
upcoming post season games.”

The rescheduled contest is the second 
of three Battle of Titans billed when Clay, 
St. Johns and Fleming Island all owned un-
beaten seasons. The � nal segment will be 
Friday’s much-ballyhooed Clay (14-3) vs. 
Fleming Island (15-1) showdown at Flem-
ing Island High School. 

Fortunately, for baseball fans, the ex-
citement of a no-hit, no-runs slinging con-
test did not materialize as Fleming Island 
took a mid-game lead, then nearly let it slip 
away en route to a 5-3 win Monday night at 
St. Johns Country Day School.

St. Johns answered the comeback call 
in the two-run homer by Finn Howell in the 
� fth, but left baserunners stranded in the 
seventh.

“I tip my hat to Fleming Island, they 
outplayed us,” said St. Johns coach Tom 
Lucas, who just returned from a week 
tournament in Bradenton’s IMG Academy 
against the likes of Barron Collier, IMG 
Academy and Riverview Sarasota twice. 
“We had our best guy on the mound and 
our travel schedule is no excuse for some 
of the mistakes we made. We struck out 13 
times and you don’t win big games doing 
that.”

A well-executed bunt by Fleming Is-
land’s Angelo Scionti in the third triggered 
a crack in the demeanor of Hodges as the 
Golden Eagles’ batting lineup jumped on 
Scionti’s success with a Justin Lebesch 
single and a walk to Aiden Mastantuno to 
load the bases for Marcus Murray’s sliced 
single and a two-run double from Jack Gid-
cumb to center� eld to � re up a 3-0 lead. 

Fleming Island continued to press 
Hodges who faced a second bases loaded 
situation, but prevailed with a nifty scoop 
and bobble play at shortstop from Connor 
Moore and an alert knock down of a line 
drive by Hodges that turned into a spin 
move to � rst base to stymie the rally. 

St. Johns would rally with their � rst run 
also on a bases loaded scenario with Ma-
son Davis walking, Luke Shannahan taking 
a pitch for the team and Howell singling 
before Moore hit a deep ball to center� eld 
to score a run.

Both pitchers settled in for the next in-
ning with two three ups, three downs be-
fore Mastantuno and Murray both singled 
in the � fth to get St.Johns coach Tom Lu-
cas to bring in reliever Isaiah Mamea who 
quickly ended the inning with a strikeout 
and grounder.

Fleming Island got another bases load-
ed on Mamea with Gavin Billingsley walk-
ing and Scionti cracking a sharp line drive 
to center� eld. Lucas walked Mastantuno, 
but Murray again responded with a run 
scoring single.

Baseball 
from page 31

Carwile seemed destined to cruise to 
the win, but Howell tagged a two strike 
� oating fastball to center � eld to suddenly 
shake the Fleming Island dugout.

“We wanted to get him a start-skip 
week to be ready to go in the district tour-
nament and he wanted to go this game,” 
said Bigilin. “He’ll get a little rest. A good 
effort against a good team.”

Now 5-3, St. Johns threatened with Jor-
dan Taylor getting on base with a shortstop 
error, but stayed at second base. Mamea 
kept the pressure with two strikeouts on 
the defensive side to set up an anticipated 
Spartan comeback?

“The team tried to comeback against a 
great team,” said Lucas. “There is great 
baseball here in Clay County and put these 
kind of games on our schedule to battle test 
ourselves.”

Bigilin excused Carwile and installed 
Divine Valle on the mound only to see 
Walker Matthews power a double to cen-
ter� eld and Shannahan draw a walk to set 
up Howell as the hero. Strikeout on a half 
swing third strike to Howell and a strikeout 
to Moore ended the game.

“He did a great job closing the game,” 
said Bigilin. “They are a good end of game 
team.”

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Fleming Island batter Angelo Scionti near-perfect � rst base bunt fueled a third inning scoring 
surge for Fleming Island with Jack Gidcumb rocking a two-run double to a 3-0 score.

St. Johns Country Day School pitcher Brad Hodges got behind 3-0 in the third, but stayed the 
course to the � fth inning before a two run homer by Finn Howell put the game at 5-3. 

Fleming Island relief pitcher Divine Valle had a strong � nal two innings with two baserunners 
on hand for St. Johns. Valle retired the side in the seventh to preserve the Eagle win. 
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GOLFING 
with Coach Cooper

The Gauntlet: Ouch!

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

MAGNOLIA POINT - If golf was such an 
easy game, no player would ever have anx-
iety or stress.

Day three with The Golf Academy of 
North Florida teaching pro Tim Cooper got 
a bit more philosophical.

“You don’t think about how far your 
arm goes back when you have to throw a 
ball a certain distance; say a 10 yard pass 
as opposed to a 40 yard pass; you just do 
it,” Cooper, in lesson three for Clay Today 
Sports Editor Randy Lefko’s triumphant 
return to golf set up a series of colored 
pool � otation noodles to begin our lesson 
on stroke distance equals ball travel; or 
something like that. “With golf, the reason 
why the pros are so precise with their club 
choice is that their strokes are nearly per-
fect. The key is a consistent stroke followed 
by an awareness of the swing’s distance.”

My eyes were crossed over on that one. 
I was thinking the harder you hit the ball, 
the further it goes.

At the Magnolia Point golf driving 
range, Cooper set up the noodles in a line 
with a different color every 5-6 feet with 
the furthest just about 12 feet away.

How hard could this drill be?
“I will say orange and blue and you 

have to chip the ball between those two,” 
he instructed. “I say blue and green (the 
furthest away-between 8-12 feet) and you 
have to chip there. Kind of like the three 
point shooting contest in two minutes on 
TV. No time to think of the shot, just repiti-
tion and execute.”

The pressure was now on and I failed 
miserably; like three of 10 shots where 
they were supposed to land.

“Swing, swoosh, � nish,” was all Cooper 
said. 

“The length of the back swing which is 
equal to the � nish determines the distance 
of the ball, the swoosh skims the top of the 
grass to get under the ball and the � nish 
sends the ball in the direction of the tar-
get,” he reiterated. 

I don’t my 50 degree swoosh was work-
ing.

One note here is that I did come to the 
lesson having had a root canal a day prior 
and also a ruptured ligament in my right 

LESSON #3 

Practice, practice, 
practice; then 
it’s easy, right?

Mirror image strikes by Tim Cooper and Randy Lefko start o�  the � nal segment of Lefko’s 
return to golf after successful hip surgery a year ago. Cooper is newest golf teaching pro at 
Golf Academy of North Florida at Magnolia Point Golf Club. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Clay Today Sports Editor Randy Lefko had a � nal session with Golf Academy of North Florida coach Tim Cooper and saw dividends in his chip 
game after a go at the Gauntlet, far right. Above left, Cooper and Lefko attack the hole eight bunker at Magnolia Point.

hand between the thumb and fore� nger. 
Yes, a well orchestrated set of excuses.

Cooper knew of the excuse-laden inju-
ries and surgery and held off on driving les-
sons, thus the chipping and some putting.

Next, we tried the Gauntlet. Sounds 
ominous and daunting and it was.

Not to divulge the exact Gauntlet speci-
� cations, it is a fun (LOL) chip to distance 
exercise that puts a golfer measured dis-
tances from a large chip-catching basket.

“The record is 37 of 50 by Dale Claussen 
(head guy at The Golf Academy of North 
Florida),” said Cooper. “He was 10 of 10 
from the � rst two distances.”

Cooper’s best effort was 21.
Me, I hit seven with one controversial, 

but my main inspiration was that my spread 
of shots that missed was pretty darn close 
to the basket which was not the size of the 
hole on a green, but about two foot square.

“It’s a fun way to teach consistency in 
chipping,” said Cooper. “By the way, the 
basket does get smaller as you get further 
away. It’s a good visual exercise that, set 
up properly, can determine consistency 
and improvement. Your seven may be 10 
next time. Optimist?”

Finally, my last vestige of success came 
on the putting green. Cooper’s triangle of 
putting; a set of three holes in a triangle at 
various distances with stroke count to land 
all three was a target of eight.

Last week, it took me nine. 
This week, � rst two attempts � nished 

at seven, then a six, then a � ve with a one 
stroke on the furthest target.

“Small steps,” said Cooper. “Now, we 
have to get you on the green consistently.”

Barring another week of surgery and in-
jury, next week’s segment is an actual game 
of golf on two or three holes. 

Clay Today Sports Editor Randy Lefko, left, and 
Golf Academy of North Florida teaching pro 
Tim Cooper, who took lesson for four sessions, 
head out to holes 7,8 and 9 and Magnolia 
Point to test out the fruits of Cooper’s labor. 
The duo did see a birdie at hole eight. 
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By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

BARTRAM TRAIL - Fleming Island High’s 
track crews; girls and boys, led by Emma 
Millson for the girls and John Keester IV 
or Jack McDade depending on the event, 
is steadily holding back on flooring the gas 
pedal prior to the post season run of dis-
tricts, regions and state.

Note: In an FHSAA press release, the 
University of North Florida is set to once 
again host the Florida High School Track 
and Field State Championships on May 7 
and May 8. District meets are set in the 
last two weeks of April with regions set for 
May 1.

“We would like to thank the City of Jack-
sonville and the University of North Florida 
for their commitment to providing a first-
class championship experience for our 
student-athletes, coaches and spectators,” 
said George Tomyn, FHSAA Executive Di-
rector. “As we continue our comeback of 
high school sports this year, a return to 
Hodges Stadium for this year’s state cham-
pionship event will provide nearly all spec-
tators who wish to attend, the opportunity 
to do so.”

For Fleming Island distance coach 
Dave Allen, those two days have been the 
target since day one of track season.

“The guys are working really hard since 
the beginning and we still don’t know what 
we are going to run them in yet,” said Al-

len, as he watched his boys; Jack McDade 
and Danny Sakowski, run near two min-
ute 800s at Bartram Trails’s True Team 
Championship event held Sat., April 2. “We 
have to sit down and see who we want to 
put where. We got three guys that like the 
800; McDade, Sakowski, Jayden Scherer, a 
handful of near-4:30 milers and two 3200 
guys; Keester and Kameron Wallizada. The 
only solid choice is Kam and Keester in the 
3200, at this point.”

Allen’s dilemma of sorts is that past 
meets have displayed a depth of talent in 
the mile with the 800 being a strong suit 
by choice.

“The nice thing to watch is that all 
these guys like each other and race hard 
as part of the team,” said Allen. “That goes 
a long way when you want to do well for 
the team.”

At the Bartram Trail meet on Saturday, 
in heat two of the 800, McDade and Sa-
kowski came in 1-2 with both in the 2:03 
split time with Scherer, punching in a solo 
2:03:36 in his heat one effort and Michael 
Lyon, in the fastest heat, taking a coura-
geous first lap assault and still finishing 
at 2:01.88. Lyons heat featured Buchholz 
senior Nathan Bailes smacking in with a 
1:55.20 to set a meet record on a day that 
had near 20 mile head winds on the finish-
ing stretch. 

“The 800 and 1600 for us is going to 
take some thought,” said Allen. “Each 

Eagles track set for 
end-of-season peaks

week, somebody else steps up for a big 
race.”

Not at Bartram Trail was junior Alex 
Bendig, who won the Clay County title at 
Orange Park a week prior with a 2:00.26 
to give Allen five legit two minute 800 run-
ners; a formidable 4 x 800 relay squad and 
good finishers for a possible mile.

Also at the Clay County Championships, 
Allen got Scherer, Sakowski, Lyon, Keester 
and Wallizada all in between 4:33 and 4:43. 

“We have been doing a lot of hill re-
peats; we like a 150 yard repeat session 
as our main workout,” said Allen. “We also 
have been pretty healthy.”

In the Bartram Trail 1600, Scherer took 
Fleming Island senior distance runner  Emma Millson has been the most consistent front run-
ner for Golden Eagles with fast times in the 1600 and 3200. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

A welcomed return to the track for Lauren Schaudel, above, and Marisa Kortright will score 
points as track districts are upcoming. Miler Michael Lyon is strong finisher for boys distance.

on the first two laps for additional speed 
work before Nease High’s Rheinhardt Har-
rison, who has chased the four minute bar-
rier all season, won in 4:12.24 with a 55 
second final lap.

Nease is in the Fleming Island district 
2-4A lineup with Bartram Trail and Man-
darin thus creating the Allen dilemma of 
where to go after points.

In the Bartram Trail 800, two Bar-
tram Trail runners finished at 2:00.07 and 
2:00.19 behind Buchholz’ Bailes.

In the very windy 3200, run as first 
event of the day, Keester finished fifth in 
9:48.00 with Bartram Trail and Creek-
side, also a district foe, in at 9:42.50 and 
9:45.51.

“John has not had what would be a bad 
race all season and a 9:48 on a windy day 
like this is not a bad bad day for him,” said 
Allen, noting Keester’s school record 9:40 
from earlier in the season. 

Note: Keester and Wallizada finished 
1-2 at the Bob Hayes Invitational 3200 
with splits of 9:40.99 and 9:43.56. 

“All of these guys have been running 
hard with little taper time,” said Allen. “We 
are expecting some nice breakout runs 
come districts and regions. We are in one 
of the strongest lineups in both. Our depth 
will be the key.”

For the girls distance events, senior 
Emma Millson, a 3200 champ at the Bob 
Hayes Invite in late March in 11:32.52 
and a double winner; 1600 and 3200 at 
the Clay County Championships, has been 
the most consistent runner for Allen with 
equal success in the 1600 and the 3200. 
Millson’s power up front leads a strong 
crew of runners; Lauren Schaudel, Grace 
Adams, Mei Chiang, Marisa Kortright and 
Allie Knotts who were part of a strong 
cross country season for the Golden Ea-
gles. Millson was fifth in the 1600 at Bar-
tram Trail in 5:27.09. Chiang ran 5:27.77 
at the Bob Hayes 1600 but did not run at 
Bartram Trail.

“We could have some late bloomers for 
the girls with minor injuries keeping us 
away from full strength,” said Allen. 
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on the other lifters. We don’t have to chase 
big lifts to win the team title, but being un-
selfish is tough when a state champion ring 
is so close.”

For Lowery, whose Indians have 
claimed three titles in the past month; the 
Suwannee Invitational in a tie with pow-
erhouse Pace High, the Clay County title 
over the other two district champions; Rid-
geview and Fleming Island, and, now their 
own district title, the 2021 team has a lot 
of the characteristics of the 2014 team 
that tied Baker County for the Class 1A 
team title. 

“The win at the county championship 
showed us that our depth was what was 
going to carry us through regions to state,” 
said Lowery. “We were missing a few of our 
key guys and we still lifted strong there. We 
had a similar approach in 2014.”

Keystone Heights sends eight cham-
pions; Reid Begue at 119, Zach Glover at 
139, Nathan Tisdale at 154, Logan Wil-
liams at 169, Tyler Jenkins at 183, Tyler 
Anthony-Rozier at 199, Caleb Moncrief at 
219 and Mason Dicks at Unlimited. 

“We also had eight that finished top 
three,” said Lowery.

For Ridgeview coach Matt Knauss, who 
outlifted county rival Orange Park 66-53 
for the district 4-2A title, and Fleming Is-
land coach Damenyum Springs, who beat 
Creekside 83-55 with Oakleaf at 37 for 
third in district 3-3A, the next three weeks 
is a lot of preparation readiness and a 
strong peak on state meet days; April 23-
24. Clay, in district 5-2A finished second to 
Matanzas, 82-56, with St. Augustine third 
at 40. Middleburg had eight top six finish-
ers led by Stone Newsome’s title at 183 
pounds in district 4-2A. 

“The state champion is going to come 
out of our region, not even close,” said 
Knauss, noting Pace High’s dominance dur-
ing the season. “Pace has a lot kids in the 
top six of their district.”

In district 4-2A, Ridgeview earned in-
dividual titles from Chris Baptiste at 129, 
A.J. Beaufort at 154, Joe Reed at 199, 
Collier Stephens at 219 and Prince Savea 
at 238. Orange Park got one title to Jose 
Penagos at 119 with six in the top three. 
Middleburg got a district title to Stone 
Newsome at 183 with three more in the 
top three.

“Only the top guy at region is automati-
cally advanced,” said Knauss. “The rest is 
on totals and how much guys weigh on that 
day.”

Knauss, with Beaufort winning meets 
all season by 50-60 pounds, and Joe Reed 
settling in to his technique, sees 

For Springs, who had seven champions; 
Justin Nolley at 129, Elijah Jones at 139, 
Will Stephens at 154, Musthafa Marshall 
at 169, Tim Thomas at 219, Alex Maier at 
238 and Rickey Joseph at Unlimited.

“Right now, we have to strategize to 
win region titles to get guys to state,” said 
Springs. “We have the Panhandle teams 
coming to our region and they are tough.”

Springs liked four guys as being in con-

Lift
from page 31

trol of their own ride to the the state meet; 
Will Stephens, Tim Thomas, Alex Maier and 
Rickey Joseph.

“Rickey just adds more weight each 
day to his lifts; another 15 today in bench 
press, because he is so new to the sport,” 
said Springs, noting Joseph’s top total of 
665 at districts. “He has not found his max 

yet. He just keeps adding weight and lift-
ing.”

For Stephens, who had a three-lifter 
battle at the Clay County championships, 
Springs liked his tenacity at that point of 
the meet. Stephens won his district title by 
65 pounds with Jones winning by 75.

“He’s ready for a couple of big lifts,” 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Fleming Island Unlimited lifter Rickey Joseph is top pounder for Golden Eagles. 

Past state champions
Clay: Tavaris McDuffie 1999, Theodore 
Monroe 2011, Bob Seat 1983, Kenneth 
White 1983

Keystone Heights: Darrell Byrnes 
1995, Bear Snay 1998

Middleburg: Robert Kepler 1986, Josh 
Pruitt 1998

Oakleaf: Jakobi Baker 2018

Orange Park: Jacob Abdel 2014, David 
Araujo 2019, Roger French 1984, Carlos 
Jefferson 2008, Andrew Ratica 2014 
and 2015, Zykiem Sermons 2019

Fleming Island: Jesse Brooks 2011, 
Frantz Caudio 2012, Tyler Nguyen 2018

Clay High’s Isaiah Jones dominated his district with a 100 pound gap for his title and the 
runnerup. 

Two key players for coach Matt Knauss at Ridgeview High’s aspirations at a state team trophy in 
weightlifting are Joe Reed, on bench, and Miika Tuisano. 

said Springs. 
Oakleaf got a district title to Isaiah 

Shevchook at 183 with six athletes in the 
top three.

For Clay’s Jones, who maxed at 215 
and 185 to win his 129 division with a 
400 total, both lifts were just his opening 
weights with the closest lifter in both dis-
ciplines far from Jones; 70 pounds for the 
bench press, 45 for the clean and jerk. 

Clay coach Kyle Kennard also got a title 
to Daniel Paniayua at 154 with 10 athletes 
in the top six. Matanzas had five district 
champions.
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Distance runners dominate 

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

PONTE VEDRA - Ridgeview High’s boys 
track team, led by a ferociously run 4 x 
800 relay team, exacted a little revenge of 
sorts with a 38 point district 3-3A track 
title over St. Johns County rivals Creekside 
and Bartram Trail high schools in Thurs-
day’s championship meet held at Ponte 
Vedra Nease Hgh School. Fleming Island’s 
boys team � nished fourth, Oakleaf sixth, 
Orange Park ninth and Middleburg 10th. 
Bartram Trail narrowly beat Ridgeview last 
year, 131-105. Regionals are Thursday, 
April 25 at Tallahassee Chiles High School. 
State championships are at University of 
North Florida on Fri., May 3. 

Ridgeview piled on points off the 
strength of their distance runners with 
the 4 x 800 relay team; Robert Brashear, 
Kyle Richardson, Cody Boyer and Andrew 
Smith, winning by crushing Ponte Vedra 
High with an 8:06.12 split; the mile, won 
with an exciting � nal lap kick by Smith in 

OHS Bussey wins 100/MHS 
Littles wins Long Jump

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

PONTE VEDRA - Oakleaf High’s girls track 
team piled up on the sprint events of the 
District 3-3A Track and Field Champion-
ships held Thursday at Ponte Vedra Nease 
High School and held a 75-75 tie with even-
tual champion Bartram Trail High School 
with four events remaining; the 800, 
200, 3200 and the 4 x 400 relay, but the 
strong St. Johns County distance runners 
dominated from there and put the Lady 
Knights in fourth overall behind Bartram 
Trail, Nease and Creekside. Fleming Island 
would � nish � fth, Orange Park seventh, 
Ridgeview ninth and Middleburg 20th.

Oakleaf’s � nal 10 points would come 
from sprinter Audreana Bussey, third in 
200 for six points and the 4 x 400 team, 
� fth for four points.

Up to that point, though, Bussey’s win 
in the 100, Amia Carter’s second place � n-
ishes in the long jump (16’-10-7.5”) and 
100 hurdles, the Oakleaf 4 x 100 relay, Ra-
ven Mim’s second in the 300 hurdles, put 
the Lady Knights in prime position to shake 
up the St. Johns County trio. 

Bussey, a junior, � nished second in 
both the 100 (12.90) and 200 (26.51) last 
year, but has come back just a tad quicker 
to dominate the 100 at 12.49 and go faster 

in the 200 (25.88). 
“I got close last year, but I think I want-

ed to go faster this year and get a win,” said 
Bussey. “This is a fast sprinter’s meet.” 

In the 100, Bussey fought off Fleming 
Island’s Emma Millican who � nished in 
fourth in 13.14. 

In the closest competition of the day, 
the � eld events, Clay County’s strong con-
tingency of Ridgeview’s Jordan Steinmetz, 
Fleming Island’s Angel Alston and Angelica 
Greene, Orange Park’s Janee Gainer and 
Middleburg’s Brittany Norman all battled 
for the coveted top four spots with Stein-
metz repeating in the discus and Greene 
upsetting a Steinmetz shot put repeat. 

“It’s a good situation with all of us � ght-
ing for the top four spots,” said Steinmetz, 
also a powerlifting state champion last 
year. “Everyone bene� ts from the internal 
competition and it gets us ahead of schools 
outside Clay County.” 

In the shotput, Greene, with a second 
personal best in two weeks, won by nearly 
two feet over Alston at 39’-5” with Gainer, 
33’-8.75”, taking the fourth slot and Stein-
metz � nishing a distant sixth. In the discus, 
Steinmetz won by nearly six feet with her 
toss of 127’-1” with Alston second at 121’-
7”. Gainer would take third with Norman 
snaring the � nal fourth spot. 

“We are all competitors out there and 
friends between events,” said Greene, who 
has improved her shotput throws by nearly 
seven feet from last year’s second place 

Panther power takes 
boys district track title

Mile 
Ridgeview High seniors Cody Boyer, 8, and Andrew Smith 2, run in the pack during the 
1600. Smith won the 1600 in 4:29 while Boyer won the 3200 later in the evening in 10:10 to 
advance to regions. Orange Park’s Joshua Bigden � nished second in the 3200 to also advance 
to regions. Ridgeview’s 4 x 800 relay team would place second in Class 3A; Robert Brashear, 
Cody Boyer, Kyle Richardson, Andrew Smith. Fleming Island’s David May took fourth at 135’-8”. 
All three will go to regions on Thursday in Tallahassee.

Discus
Orange Park High discus thrower Trevor 
Kintyhtt gets set to release a winning throw 
of 172’-7” in the discus. Kintyhtt repeated 
as district champion ahead of Middleburg’s 
Derek Freitag’s toss of 164’-11”.  Kinthytt 
� nished second in Class 3A. Freitag was sixth.

4:29.27; the 3200, won with a full lap kick 
by Boyer in 10:09.20 over runnerup Or-
ange Park’s Joshua Bigden’s 10:10.74, and 
a 2-3 � nish in the 800 from Brashear and 
Richardson with Brashear punching across 
the � nish line with a 1:59 split. 

For Richardson, the lone junior of the 

senior strong quartet, being a contributor 
on a possible state championship relay 
team has become a reward for a lot of hard 
work.

“That 4 x 800 has been the strength 
of our team for the last two years and I 
have been working hard to get there,” said 

Richardson, who has emerged with 2:02-
2:03 splits in recent events. “I have been 
competing hard with Tori Brown, the � fth 
800 meter man, and it has made us both 
better I hope.” 

Ridgeview coach Paul Grybb has keyed 

SEE PANTHER, 40

Field events are highlight of 3-3A girls track

Pole Vault
Oakleaf High pole vaulter Samantha Moody 
goes upward in pole vault competition. 
Moody � nished third at 9’-6” to advance to 
regions. Moody would advance to the state 
meet; Class 3A.

� nish. “I think Jordan has concentrated 
more on her discus while I focus on the 
shot put.” 

In the girls pole vault, Oakleaf got a 
third place � nish from senior Samantha 
Moody, who remarked that her week had 
been a disaster.

“I turned my ankle early in the week, 
broke my pole in the middle of the week, 
then failed on my � rst two jumps to open,” 
said Moody. “I � nally got in the mode of 

Girls shotput
Fleming Island’s Angelica Greene strains 
to get best throw of the day in shotput at 
39’-8.5” and a district title. Greene � nished 
ahead of teammate Angel Alston in third and 
Orange Park’s Janee Gainer in fourth. Green 
� nished eighth in Class 3A. 

SEE FIELD, 40

OHS Bussey wins 100/MHS 

2013 TRACK ACTION 
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Explore the history of country 
music from its deep roots in 

ballads, hymns and blues, to its 
mainstream popularity. Meet 
unforgettable characters and 
storytellers and learn how this 

uniquely American art form 
evolved over the course of the 
twentieth century in the Ken 

Burns film, Country Music.

COUNTRY MUSIC
Eight-part series airs

Thursdays at 8PM on Jax PBS 
7.1 (Comcast 8 & 440)

Enjoy an unforgettable hour 

with acclaimed artist Brandi 

Carlile. The Seattle singer-song-

writer performs highlights from 

her critically lauded album "By 

the Way, I Forgive You."

AUSTIN CITY LIMITS:
BRANDI CARLILE

Airs Thursday at 10PM  on Jax 
PBS 7.1 (Comcast 8 & 440)

Taped 333-feet below ground 
within the majestic Volcano 

Room deep inside Tennessee's 
Cumberland Caverns, this 
"musical adventure" series 

features both well-established 
and top emerging artists within 

the broad spectrum of Blue-
grass, Jamgrass, Roots and 

Americana genres. 

BLUEGRASS
UNDERGROUND

Airs Thursday at 11PM on Jax 
PBS 7.1 (Comcast 8 & 440)

More info at jaxpbs.tv

HIGHLIGHTS

PUBLIC  MEDIA

Area � sherman Bill Pascoe had a plentiful family Spring Break outing down in Marathon Key 
with his Mahi Mahi caught last week. The rest of the family, center left, Zoe Pascoe, nailed a 
Black Fin Tuna; center right, family friend Bailey O’Dell snagged a Mahi Mahi for dinner, and, 
below, Zoe Pascoe with her second big catch, a Mahi Mahi. Readers are encourage to send 
their best Fish Tales pics to Clay Today Sports Editor Randy Lefko; email Randy@opc� a.com 
or on Facebook messenger (Randy Lefko) Include names, type of � sh, where you caught it, 
weights or sizes of � sh and name of boat if possible.

FISH 

TALES
FISH FISH FISH FISH FISH 

TALESTALES
FISH FISH FISH 

TALESTALES



Keyes getting second and Ituraldi fighting 
for third. Everett would fade to fifth. 

Fleming Island’s sprinters; Mike Brown 
and Bryce Motes, both showed off some 
lightning legs against Nease superstar 
Ceolamar Ways who dominated both the 
100 and 200. Brown and Motes went 2-3 
in the 100 for 14 team points in 11.04 and 
11.11, respectively, while Motes took third 
in the 200 in 22.39. Brown took third in the 
high jump and teamed with Motes to blast 
the Golden Eagles to a 4 x 100 win in 42.30 
over Nease. 

The Panthers also lost vital points in the 
sprinters with ace speedster Stanley Dye 
not being fully recovered from his muscles 
aches and not finishing with points in ei-
ther the 100 or 200. 

In the field events, Orange Park’s Trev-
or Kintyhtt again dominated his event, the 
discus, with a 172’-7” toss ahead of Mid-
dleburg’s Derek Freitag’s 164-11. Fleming 
Island’s David May won the shotput for a 
second year and took fourth in the discus 

with Ridgeview’s Ramsey Meyers taking a 
third in the shotput.

Kintyhtt’s repeat as district champion 
comes with the target being another region 
and state meet showdown with Gulf Breeze 
High’s Austin Droogsma who has a state 
best of 178’-6”. Droogsma beat Kintyhtt at 
regions last year 193’-0” to 170’-11” with 
Freitag third then beat Kintyhtt at the state 
meet 185’-6” to 173’-9”.

“I’ve thrown 180 plus in practice and 
have to just relax in the meets to achieve 
that,” said Kintyhtt. “At this level, it’s just 
the very, very little things that get the tape 
to 180-190 feet.” 

Others advancing to regions were; Alex 
Phai RHS, second in long jump, Jordan 
Duchene OHS, third in long jump/fourth 
in triple jump, Marcus Gomez RHS, fourth 
in long jump/fourth in 400; Joel Sampson 
RHS, first in triple jump, Andrew Hill RHS, 
third in triple jump; RHS 4 x 100 relay 
(third), and Ridgeview’s 4 x 400 relay (sec-
ond). 
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the team up to hit the state meet with some 
sub-8:00 potential and sees Brashear as 
the key.

“His bests are near 1:56-1:57 and he 
has come back strong from a summer 
car accident and has been working him-
self back into that level of strength,” said 
Grybb. “Andrew on our anchor has been 
getting us faster as the season peaks be-
cause he is learning to think like an 800 
runner more than as a miler. Boyer is 
just one of the hardest working track guys 
we’ve ever had.” 

Fleming Island’s 4 x 800 team; Ciaran 
Giroux, David Detwiler, Todd Rhodes and 
Dan Cooksey, took fourth to go to regionals 
as well. 

Ridgeview added more points for the 
moment, but those points will be question-
able for regions as senior hurdler Skyler 

Panther
from page 38

Humphrey ran a gallantly strong 110 high 
hurdle race for third, but limped to the 
finish in the 300 hurdles. Humphrey had 
a football knee injury from game three in 
the fall and has just started to feel track 
strong. Oakleaf Earl Ituraldo took second 
with Middleburg’s Michael Everett getting 
fourth in the 110 hurdle event.

“I always knew I wanted to get back on 
the track,” said Humphrey, a state quali-
fier last year in both hurdle events. “I’ve 
been favoring the high hurdles because the 
steps are shorter, but I may have pulled 
a groin and I couldn’t go hard in the 300. 
I had no knee problems, but the muscle 
needs attention now.” 

Humphrey advanced to the regions 
in the 110 hurdle event before qualify-
ing for the 300 meter hurdle finals along 
with Clay County’s strong contingency of 
Middleburg’s Michael Everett, Fleming Is-
land’s Justin Keyes and Devin Jones and 
Oakleaf’s Earl Ituralde. In the 300 though, 
Humphrey finished last in a near-walk with 

Oakleaf High’s girls 4 x 100 relay finished second in Class 3A in 49.60; Amia Carter, Raven Mims, 
Kay’la Johnson and Audreanna Bussey.

Sprints
Fleming Island’s Bryce Motes rounds bend of 200 meter dash to take third in 22.39 seconds. 
Motes also finished third in 100 in 11.11 with teammate Mike Brown finishing second in 11.04 
to advance. Motes and Brown teamed up later to push Fleming Island to first in the 4 x 100 
meter relay in 42.30 with Ridgeview getting third. Motes and the 4 x 100 relay finished seventh 
in Class 3A; Darrelle Smith, Mike Brown, Justin Meyer, Bryce Motes. 

Long Jump
Oakleaf High long jumper Jordan Duchene goes high in long jump. Duchene finished third in long 
jump with a jump of 20’-5” and fourth in triple jump at 41’-5” to advance in both to region 
championships. Ridgeview’s Joel Sampson won the triple jump with teammate Andrew Hill 
finishing third. Ridgeview’s Alex Phai was second in the long jump with teammate Marcus Gomez 
placing fourth

Shot put
Fleming Island shotputter David May explodes with shot to win his second district title in 
two years with a toss of 51’-8.5” with Ridgeview’s Ramsey Meyers finishing third at 47’-8”. May 
finished third in Class 3A.
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PUZZLE
FUN

nothing more could go bad, so keep plug-
ging away.” 

Moody would finally clear nine foot, six 
inches to finish just behind Creeksides’ 1-2 
duo at 11 feet and 10 feet, respectively. 

“Then, I sat and watched my brother 
not make it,” said Moody, referring to twin 
brother Michael Moody. “That was not fun.”

In a turnaround from a disastrous 2012 
district meet, Middleburg’s Nyesha Littles 
returned with a vengeance with a win in 
the long jump at 17’-0” and a fourth in the 
400 (59.91). 

“I finished last in everything last year, 
but knew I could improve in a year,” said 
Littles, who recently set a Middleburg 
school record for the triple jump, but fouled 
three times. “I’m kind of just figuring out 
how far or fast I can go in certain events.” 

Other region qualifiers were Megan 
Kinlaw FIHS, fourth in high jump; FIHS 4 x 
100 relay (4th) and Orange Park’s 4 x 400 
Relay (Third). 

Field
from page 38

Long jump
Middleburg High’s Nyesha Littles is airborne 
in long jump with winning 17 foot jump. 
Littles also finished fourth in the 400 to 
advance in both events. Oakleaf’s Amia Carter 
finished second in long jump to also advance 
to regions.
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OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$1 .  1 wk, $2  2 wks,
$3 .  3 wks, $  4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$2  1 wk, $4  2 wks,
$  3 wks, $7  4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real
Estate or Advertise Your

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $  Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $ /4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $ /4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-855-972-5518

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education, pre-
vention, & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE

TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50
to 80). No medical exam. Affordable
premiums never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment. 1-
833-946-2478 (t)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Nearly invisible!
45-day money back guarantee!
855-501-9969

Medical Supplies

We have Clinics
STATEWIDE.
Medical
Marijuana Clinics,
call today!
Call 1-833-420-0421

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
L e g a l  H e l p  N o w !  C a l l
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

New Discovery Eliminates Prostate
Problems! Natural
Prostate Relief Solution!
More Control, Less Bathroom
Trips, Better Sleep, Improved
Performance
60 Day Guarantee
& FREE Shipping
15% Discount Coupon: control01
Visit: FloZyte.com

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanceddebris
-blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call1-866-287-4769

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247.
http://dorranceinfo.com/florida

Computers
& Equipment

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Thinking about installing anew show-
er? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation.
Enjoyyour shower again! Call
1-844-230-0741 today to see how
you can save $1,000 oninstallation,
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/fl
media

4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service
with you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply. 1-855-340-3064

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484

Miscellaneous

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

Autos For Sale

High-Speed Internet. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability to
find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-956-3567 BUY IT.

SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classifi ed ads make 
fi nding a car easy.

Classifi ed ads are 
great for fi nding 

those perfect pets.

Classifi ed ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classifi ed ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classifi ed ads 
making fi nding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it or fi nd it with 
Classifi ed ads. For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

Satellite Sales
& Service TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
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One easy step 
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 904-579-2153 
to request the necessary form. It will run 

in our legal section for one week for 
$35  Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name 
with the state and now need 

to run a fictitious name 
advertisement?

STARTING 
A NEW

PUBLIC SALE
The following vehicle(s) will be sold
at public auction for towing and
storage costs. G & M Towing, Inc.
reserves the right to accept and
reject any and all bids.
2000 NISSAN JN1CA31D6YT527809

The auction will be held on
04/26/2021 at 9:00 a.m at G & M
Towing Inc. located at 4995 Hwy 17
S., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Legal 47613 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC SALE

Property owner gives notice and
intent to sell for reasonable
storage/advertising costs the below
abandoned property per FL Statute
715.104, 715.105, 715.106 & 715.109 on
4/14/21 at 8:30 AM at 5867 Pine Ave.,
Fleming Island, FL 32003 Said
property owner reserves the right to
accept/reject any and all bids.
69 CHEV VIN# CE149S853033
Legal 47605 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO: 10-2020-CP-000589

DIVISION:B
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF JOSEPH
FRANK WEBB, Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
JOSEPH FRANK WEBB, deceased,
File Number 2020-CP-000589, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
address of which is 825 N. Orange,
P.O. Box 698, Green Cove Springs,

PUBLIC SALE
SCOTT'S AFFORDABLE TOWING
INC gives Notice to sell the following
vehicles for towing and storage lien
on April 22, 2021 at 10:00 am at 2909
BLANDING BLVD MIDDLEBURG,
FL 32068, pursuant to subsection
713.78 of the Florida Statutes.

2005 Toyota JTEGD20V650077565
Legal 47558 published April 8, 2021

in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE /
AVISO LEGAL

(Florida Statute 98.075 / Estatuto de
Florida 98.075)
Notice is hereby given to the
following person(s) with the last
known address of:
Por la presente se notifica a las
siguientes personas con la última
dirección conocida de:

SADA, MARK
3409 CRANE HILL CT
ORANGE PARK, FL 32065

MARTIN, GORMAN
2462 RIDGECREST AVE
ORANGE PARK, FL 32065

You are hereby notified that you are
potentially ineligible to be registered
to vote. Failure to respond to this
notice within 30 days may result in a
determination of ineligibility by the
Supervisor of Elections and removal
of your name from the statewide
voter registration system. You may
contact the Supervisor of Elections
office to receive information
regarding the basis for the potential
ineligibility and the procedure to
resolve the matter. If further
assistance is needed, contact the
Clay County Supervisor of Elections
office.
Por la presente se le notifica que no

LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Supervisors of the Clay
County Utility Authority will meet in
Regular Session at 2:00 P.M. on
Tuesday, April 20, 2021, in the Board
Room at the Clay County Utility
Authority, 3176 Old Jennings Road,
Middleburg, Florida.
In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter, should
contact the Clay County Utility
Authority by mail at 3176 Old
Jennings Road, Middleburg, Florida
32068 or by telephone at (904)
213-2464, no later than 7 days prior to
the hearing or proceeding for which
this notice has been given. Persons
requiring auditory assistance may
access the foregoing telephone
number by contacting the Florida
Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770
(Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
If any person intends to appeal any
decision related to this action, such
person will need to provide a court
reporter at such person's own
expense, for a transcript of the
proceedings. All interested persons
are invited to attend.
For further information, call (904)
213-2464.
Legal 47631 publish April 8, 2021 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND

FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO.: 2020-CA-000993
VYSTAR CREDIT UNION,
Plaintiff,
vs.
ESTATE OF SUSAN E. MAULDEN;
ET AL,
Defendant(s),
TO: ESTATE OF SUSAN E.
MAULDIN & UNKNOWN HEIRS,
R E V I S E E S ,  G R A N T E E S ,
A S S I G N E E S ,  L I E N O R S ,
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL
OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING AN
INTEREST BY, THROUGH, UNDER
FOR SUSAN E. MAULDIN
Last known address: Unknown
Current address: Unknown
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF SUSAN E.
MAULDIN
Last known address: Unknown
Current address: Unknown
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
an action to foreclose the Mortgage
covering the following property
described as follows, to-wit:
LOT 53. HARBOR ISLAND UNIT
ONE, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF
RECORDED AT PLAT BOOK 28,
PAGES 37 THROUGH 46, IN THE
CURRENT PUBLIC RECORDS OF
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address: 1872 Harbor
Island Dr., Fleming Island, FL 32003
has been filed against you and you
are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it, on
Michelle L. Glass, Attorney for
Plaintiff, whose address is 7545
Centurion Parkway, Ste 103,
Jacksonville, FL 32256 within 30 days
after the first publication of this
notice and file the original with the
Clerk of this Court either before
service on Plaintiff's attorney, or
immediately thereafter; otherwise a
default will be entered against you
for the relief demanded in the
Complaint.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of
this Court this 1st day of April, 2021.

(seal)
TARA S. GREEN

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Taylor Tison
As Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability
who needs an accommodation in
order to access court facilities or
participate in a court proceeding,

NOTICE OF SERVICE
OF PROCESS

BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BRUNSWICK
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF

JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

FILE NO.: 20 CvD-1746
BEVERLEE M. JAMES,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JASON H. JAMES,
Defendant.
TO: Jason H. James
TAKE NOTICE that a pleading
seeking relief against you has been
filed in the above entitled action.
The nature of the relief being sought
is as follows: Absolute divorce.
You are required to make defense to
such pleading no later than the 12th
day of May, 2021, said date being
forty (40) days from the first
publication of this notice, or from the
date an answer is required to be
filed, whichever is later; and upon
your failure to do so the party
seeking service against you will
apply to the court for the relief
sought.
This the 25th day of March, 2021.

FRINK, FOY & YOUNT, P.A.
Stephen B. Yount

Attorneys for Plaintiff,
Beverlee M. James

Post Office Box 3207
Shallotte, North Carolina 28459

(910) 754-6934
Legal 47592 published April 1, 8 and
15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2020-CA-000670
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC
Plaintiff,
v.
ROVELYN NAVORO HINOJOSA
A/K/A ROVELYN HINOJOSA A/K/A
ROVELYN N. HINOJOSA; et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE is hereby given that Tara S.
Green, Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Clay County, Florida, will on May 5,
2021, at 10:00 a.m. ET, via the online
auction at www.clay.realforeclose.co
m in accordance with Chapter 45,
F.S., offer for sale and sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash, the
following described property
situated in Clay County, Florida, to
wit:
Lot 52, Arava Unit Two, according to
the map or plat thereof, as recorded
in Plat Book 33, Page(s) 59 through
62, of the Public Records of Clay
County, Florida.
Property Address: 3064 Seth Drive,
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
pursuant to the Final Judgment of
Foreclosure entered in a case
pending in said Court, the style and
case number of which is set forth
above.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the Lis Pendens must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
If the sale is set aside for any reason,
the Purchases at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee's attorney.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the ADA Coordinator at crtintrp
@coj.net or (904) 255-1695 at least 7
days before the scheduled court
appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand and official seal
of this Honorable Court, this 23rd
day of March, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

Clerk of Circuit Court
By: Rebecca Crews

Deputy Clerk
Legal 47579 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC SALE

BURGART ENTERPRISES gives
Notice of 04/23/2021, 12:00 pm at 4360
COUNTY ROAD 218 MIDDLEBURG,
FL 32068-4852, pursuant to
subsection 713.78 of the Florida
statutes. BURGART ENTERPRISES
reserves the right to accept or reject
any and/or all bid.

1GNDX03E32D107843 2002 Chev
1HGEJ864XYL016732 2000 Honda

Legal 47629 publish April 8, 2021 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Pretty Bananas

Located at 406 Janell Dr. in the
County of CLAY, in the City of
Orange Park, Florida 32073 intends
to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of the
Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida on the
5th day of April, 2021.
Owner's name/corporation:
Trista Merchant
Legal 47638 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
On 20 APR 2021 @ 10 A.M. 246
Jefferson Ave, Orange Park, Florida
32065. The following vehicles will be
auctioned off for towing and storage
charges.
2002 FORD 1FMZU62E72UC35607
2014 FORD  1FADP3F24EL244267

Legal 47633 publish April 8, 2021 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper.

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF
FLORIDA IN AND FOR CLAY

COUNTY
CASE NO. 10-2020-CA-000651

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,
LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
STEVEN C TANNER, et al.
Defendants.
To the following Defendant(s):
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN
P A R T I E S  C L A I M I N G  B Y ,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
KELSA E. ROBERTS A/K/A KELSA
E. FORBES, WHETHER SAID
UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM
AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS
ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN
P A R T I E S  C L A I M I N G  B Y ,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THOMAS BAILEY FORBES,
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN
INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS,
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER
CLAIMANTS
ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the
following described property:
ALL OF LOT 7 AND THE
SOUTHERLY ONE-HALF (1/2) OF
LOT 6, BLOCK 100, FRANKLIN
SQUARE, PALMER AND FERRIS
TRACT, IN THE CITY OF GREEN
COVE SPRINGS, ACCORDING TO
THE PLAT THEREOF AS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2,
PAGE 1, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA, SAID DESCRIBED
LAND FRONTING 150 FEET ON
PEARL STREET.
has been filed against you and you
are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it on
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce,
LLC, Sara Collins, Attorney for
Plaintiff, whose address is 225 East
Robinson Street, Suite 155, Orlando,
FL 32801 within (30) days after the
first publication of this Notice in the
Clay Today and file the original with
Clerk of this Court either before
service on Plaintiff's attorney or
immediately thereafter; otherwise a
default will be entered against you
for the relief demand in the
complaint.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said
Court this 24th day of March, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

As Clerk of the Court
By: Rebecca Crews

Deputy Clerk
Legal 47586 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper 6736730

PUBLIC SALE
On 21 APR 2021 @ 10 A.M. 246
Jefferson Ave, Orange Park, Florida
32065. The following vehicles will be
auctioned off for towing and storage
charges.

2001 BUICK JG4CW54K614187108
2002 CHEVY 1GCHG39R821241934
2008 DODGE 1D7HU16228J240314

Legal 47632 publish April 8, 2021 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper.

Legal Notice

Florida 32043. The names and
addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons, who have claims or
demands against decedent's estate,
including unmatured, contigent or
unliquidated claims, and who have
been served a copy of this Notice,
must file their claims with this court,
WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3)
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30)
DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons who have claims
or demands against decedent's
estate, including unmatured,
contingent or unliquidated claims,
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
IS: April 8, 2021
J. GARFIELD HURT, ESQUIRE
Attorney for Petitioner
2554 Blanding Blvd, Suite K
Middleburg, Florida 32068
Telephone: (904) 781-8371/
Fax: (904) 781-2520
Email: garfield@garfieldlaw.org
Florida Bar No.: 699454

SHEILA RADER
Personal Representative

408 Stonebrook Circle
Byron, Georgia 31008

Legal 47641 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
To request such an accommodation,
please contact Court Administration
at least three business days prior to
the required service by using one of
the following methods: Phone - (904)
630-2564; Fax - (904) 630-1146;
TTD/TTY - (800) 955-8770 (Florida
Relay Service). E-Mail - crtintrp
@coj.net.
Legal 47617 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

PUBLIC SALE
We Stor of Middleburg, LLC will
conduct a public sale to the highest
bidder on their premises at 4404
County Road 218, Middleburg, FL
32068, in enforcement of Florida
Statutes section 83.806 on Friday,
April 30, 2021 at 5:30pm on a 2003
F o r d  E x p l o r e r ,  V I N  #
1FMZU74K43UB91821, titled to John
Moak, III. WE Stor of Middleburg,
LLC, reserves the right to reject any
bid.
Legal 47606 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-0151

Division:
IN RE: ESTATE OF STEPHEN P.
WELLS, a/k/a STEPHEN PORTER
WELLS
Deceased
The administration of the estate of
STEPHEN P. WELLS, a/k/a
STEPHEN PORTER WELLS,
deceased, whose date of death was
January 15, 2021, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is Clay County
Courthouse, 825 North Orange
Avenue, Post Office Box 698, Green
Cove Springs, Florida 32043. The
names and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate,
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is April 8, 2021.
Attorneys for Personal
Representative:
DAVID H. PEEK, ESQUIRE
Florida Bar Number: 266231
ROGERS TOWERS, P.A.
1301 Riverplace Boulevard,
Suite 1500
Jacksonville, Florida 32207
Telephone: (904) 398-3911

Personal Representative:
NATHAN JAMES WELLS
6221 North Olcott Avenue

Chicgo, IL 60631
Legal 47618 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay

Today newspaper.

es elegible para registrarse para
votar. Si no responde a este aviso
dentro de los 30 días, el Supervisor
de Elecciones puede determinar que
no es elegible y eliminar su nombre
del sistema estatal de registro de
votantes. Puede comunicarse con la
oficina del Supervisor de Elecciones
para recibir información sobre la
base de la posible inelegibilidad y el
procedimiento para resolver el
asunto. Si necesita más ayuda,
comuníquese con la oficina del
Supervisor de Elecciones del
Condado de Clay.
Chris H. Chambless
Supervisor of Elections
Supervisor de Elecciones
Legal 47619 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

Legal NoticeLegal Notice Legal Notice Legal NoticeLegal NoticeLEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES
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One easy step 
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 904-579-2153 
to request the necessary form. It will run 

in our legal section for one week for 
$35  Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name 
with the state and now need 

to run a fictitious name 
advertisement?

STARTING 
A NEW

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

(Summary Administration)
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR

CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2020-CP-000028
Division A

IN RE: ESTATE OF CATHERINE
SCHELLHORN,
Deceased.
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS
OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE
ABOVE ESTATE:

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO.: 2021 CP 147

IN RE: ESTATE OF SACOASTIA
TASHERIA WILLIAMS-KING,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
SaCoastia Tasheria Williams-King,
deceased, whose date of death was
July 19, 2020, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is P.O. Box 698
Green Cove Springs, Florida. The
names and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Healthy Roots Landscaping

Located at 1921 Rebecca Pt in the
County of CLAY, in the City of
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, Florida,
32043-9605 intends to register the
said name with the Division of
Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee,
Florida.
Dated at GREEN COVE SPRINGS,
Florida, this 1st day of April, 2021.
Owner/corp:
Gayco Llc
Legal 47624 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC SALE

The online bidding and auction for
Morgran Mini Stor-it, 369 Blanding
Blvd will be at www.storagetreasure
s.com through Thursday, April 22,
2021 and ends at 5:00 pm. The entire
contents of the following units will
be sold to satisfy a lien and other
charges according to FL Statues
83.806.
PERSONAL
PROPERTY/HOUSEHOLD ITEMS:
Unit #/Tenant or BusinessName
A37  Jose Almeida
A51  Terrico Hunt
B49  Jason Wysuph
C44  Raymond Booth, III
D59  Cedarian Crawford
D73  Sofia Ingram
E04  Johnny Benfield
H07  Edward Manning
I41 Elizabeth Ingram
I92 Christavia Dickinson
I94 Tommy Spence
K15  Arlen Pierce
L02  Harold Cardenas
M07  Lorrie Strange
M28  Romeo Mayo
1001  Chris Holic
Sale being held to satisfy landlords'
lien. Seller reserves the right to
reject any/all bids and to withdraw
any unit from sale. Cash or Credit

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-00050

Division A
IN RE: SANDRA TAYLOR
ALPHONSE,

Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Sandra Taylor Alphonse, deceased,
whose date of death was December
21, 2020, is pending in the Circuit
Court for Clay County, Florida,
Probate Division, the address of
which is PO Box 698, Green Cove
Springs, Florida 32043. The names
and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN

PUBLIC SALE
Extra Space Storage will hold a
public auction to sell personal
property described below belonging
to those individuals listed below at
the location indicated:
1939 East West Parkway, Fleming
Island, FL 32003.
April 23, 2021 at 10:00am
Janet Stanick - Household Goods
The auction will be listed and
advertised on www.storagetreasures
.com. Purchases must be made with
cash only and paid at the above
referenced facility in order to
complete the transaction. Extra
Space Storage may refuse any bid
and may rescind any purchase up
until the winning bidder takes
possession of the personal property
Legal 47588 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the provisions of
State law, there being due and
unpaid charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to satisfy an
owner and / or manager's lien of the
goods hereinafter described and
stored at Life Storage #67 located at:
918 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, FL
32065 904-272-3705
Antonio Pratt, Jr - Dirt Bikes, 4
Wheeler
Candice Brown - Hsld gds/Furn;
TV/Stereo Equip
Michael Owens - Hsld gds/Furn
Stephanie Medina - Hsld gds/Furn;
TV/Stereo Equip
Michael Owens - Hsld gds/Furn
and, due notice having been given, to
the owner of said property and all
parties known to claim an interest
therein, and the time specified in
such notice for payment of such
having expired, the goods will be
sold to the highest bidder or
otherwise disposed of at a public
auction to be held online at www.Sto
rageTreasures.com, which will end
on Monday April 26, 2021 10:00 AM
Legal 47604 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

RE-NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO: 2013-CA-001080
U . S .  B A N K  N A T I O N A L
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, FOR
THE GSAMP TRUST 2006-NC1
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-NC1,
Plaintiff,
Vs
PETER J. HORTEN; LISA A.
H O R T E N ;  N E W  C E N T U R Y
MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
Defendant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to the order of Summary
Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated
June 6, 2018 and entered in Case No.
2013-CA-001080 of the Circuit Court
of the 4th Judicial Circuit in and for
Clay County, Florida, wherein U.S.
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE, FOR THE GSAMP
TRUST 2006-NC1 MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2006-NC1, is Plaintiff and
PETER J. HORTEN; LISA A.
HORTEN;  NEW CENTURY
MORTGAGE CORPORATION, are
Defendants, the Office of Tara S.
Green, Clay County Clerk of the
Court will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash via online auction at
www.clay.realforeclose.com, at 10:00
AM on the 1st day of July, 2021, the
following described property as set
forth in said Summary Final
Judgment, to wit:
A PARCEL OF LAND BEING A
PORTION OF LOT 9-A OF
BROOKLYN LAKE ESTATES
ACCORDING TO PLAT THEREOF
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4 ON
PAGES 39 AND 40 OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA, SAID PARCEL BEING
M O R E  P A R T I C U L A R L Y
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE MOST
NORTHEASTERLY CORNER OF
SAID LOT 9-A, BROOKLYN LAKE
ESTATES, AND RUN S 38° 50' 30" W,
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF
SAID LOT 9-A, A DISTANCE OF 5.00
FEET TO AN IRON ROD ON THE

NOTICE OF INTENT
TO VOLUNTARILY

DISSOLVE A
CORPORATION
Notice is given that a notice of

intent to dissolve Chilly Willee
National, Inc., a Georgia corporation
with its registered office at 80
Industrial Loop Drive North,
Building 2, Orange Park, Florida
32073, has been delivered to the
Secretary of State for filing in
accordance with the Georgia
Business Corporation Code.
If you have a claim against Chilly
Willee National, Inc. arising from
money borrowed, services rendered
or any other basis, please provide
the corporation with the following
information at the address set out
below by April 15, 2021. All claims
which Chilly Willee National, Inc.
shall notify all claimants of
acceptance or rejection of claims
submitted.
Please include the following
information: Name of claimant;
Claimant's address; Amount of claim;
whether the claim is contingent or
liquidated, secured or unsecured. If
secured, describe the collateral. If
unsecured, describe nature of claim.
In all cases attach copies of
documents supporting existence of
the claim.
Mail copies of this claim with all
supporting documentation to Chilly
Willee National, Inc. at the following
address:

202 Tribble Gap Road, Suite 200
Cumming, Forsyth County,

Georgia 30040
ATTN: Jonathan C. Beard, Attorney

for Chilly Willee National, Inc.
NOTICE: PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. §
14-2-1407, EXCEPT FOR CLAIMS
WHICH WERE CONTINGENT ON
MARCH 29, 2021 OR THAT ARISE
AFTER MARCH 29, 2021 A CLAIM
AGAINST THE CORPORATION NOT
OTHERWISE BARRED WILL BE
BARRED UNLESS A PROCEEDING
TO ENFORCE THE CLAIM IS
COMMENCED WITHIN TWO
YEARS AFTER THE PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
Legal 47608 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today

FICTITIOUS
NAME NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that
OLIVER WEATHERBEE,
MARIA WEATHERBEE, OWNERS,
desiring to engage in business under
the fictitious name of

STERADIAN CONSULTING

located at 411 WALNUT STREET,
APT 17155, GREEN COVE SPRINGS,
FLORIDA 32043 intends to register
the said name in CLAY county with
the Division of Corporations, Florida
Department of State, pursuant to
section 865.09 of the Florida
Statutes.
Legal 47632 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Chester's Detailing

Located at 1538 Rivertrace Drive, in
the County of CLAY, in the City of
Fleming Island, Florida, 32003
intends to register the said name
with the Division of Corporations of
the Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at GREEN COVE SPRINGS,
Florida, this 1st day of April, 2021.
Owner/corp: Nicholas Chester
Legal 47625 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

SOUTHWESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE OF WOODLAND DRIVE AND
THE POINT OF BEGINNING;
THENCE CONTINUE S 38° 50' 30" W,
ALONG THE SOUTHEASTERLY
LINE OF LOT 9-A, A DISTANCE OF
320.0 FEET TO AN IRON ROD;
THENCE RUN N 51° 09' 30" W,
P A R A L L E L  W I T H  S A I D
SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE
AND THE NORTHEASTERLY LINE
OF LOT 9-A, A DISTANCE OF 75.00
FEET TO AN IRON ROD ON THE
NORTHWESTERLY LINE OF SAID
LOT 9-A; THENCE RUN N 38° 50' 30"
E ,  A L O N G  S A I D
NORTHWESTERLY LINE, 320.00
FEET TO AN IRON ROD ON THE
SOUTHWESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE OF WOODLAND DRIVE;
THENCE RUN S 51° 09' 30" E,
A L O N G  T H E  S A I D
SOUTHWESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE, A DISTANCE OF 75.00 FEET
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING
Property Address: 6499 Woodland Dr,
Keystone Heights, Florida 32656
and all fixtures and personal
property located therein or thereon,
which are included as security in
Plaintiff's mortgage.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus funds from the sale, if
any, other than the property owners
as of the date of the lis pendens must
file a claim before the clerk reports
the surplus as unclaimed.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the ADA Coordinator at (904)
255-1695 or Dcrtintrp@coj.net at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
Dated: March 25, 2021

(seal)
Tara S. Green

Clerk of said Circuit Court
By: Rebecca Crews

As Deputy Clerk
McCabe, Weisberg & Conway, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
500 S. Australian Avenue, Suite 1000
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Email: FLPleadings@mwc-law.com
(561) 713-1400
Legal 47590 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is

A t t o r n e y  f o r  P e r s o n a l
Representative:
KANDACE E. RUDD
Florida Bar No. 1003917

WALDOCH & MCCONNAUGHHAY,
P.A.
1632 Metropolitan Circle

Tallahassee, FL 32308

Telephone: 8503851246
E-Mail: kandace@mclawgroup.com

S e c o n d a r y  E m a i l :  l o r i
@mclawgroup.com

Personal Representative:
TERSHEIKIYA KING

608 Abbey Court
Orange Park, FL 32073

Legal 47635 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

You are hereby notified that an
Order of Summary Administration
has been entered in the estate of
CATHERINE R. SCHELLHORN,
d e c e a s e d ,  F i l e  N u m b e r
2020-CP-000028, by the Circuit Court
for Clay County, Florida, Probate
Division, 825 North Orange Avenue,
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043;
that the decedent's date of death was
August 19, 2019; that the total value
of the estate is exempt from claims of
creditors and that the names and
addresses of those to whom it has
been assigned by such order are:

Name / Address
ALFRED EDWIN SCHELLHORN

3428 Aviary Lane NW
Acworth, Georgia 30101

ERIC PAUL SCHELLHORN
2532 Holly Point Road W

Orange Park, Florida 32073
JOHN EDWARD SCHELLHORN

PO Box 675562
Rancho Santa Fe, California 92067

ALL INTEREST PERSONS ARE
NOTIFIED THAT:
All creditors of the estate of the
decedent and persons having claims
or demands against estate of the
decedent other than those for whom
provision for full payment was made
in the Order of Summary
Administration must file their claims
with this court WITHIN THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA
PROBATE CODE. ALL CLAIMS AND
DEMANDS NOT SO FILED WILL BE
F O R E V E R  B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER
APPLICABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is April 8, 2021.
Attorney for Person Giving Notice:
ALISON E. HICKMAN
Attorney for Petitioner
Florida Bar Number: 085048
Grady H. Williams, Jr., LL.M.,
Attorneys at Law, P.A.
1543 Kingsley Ave, Suite 5
Orange Park, Florida 32073
Telephone: (904) 264-8800
Fax: (904) 264-0155
Primary email address:
alison@floridaelder.com
Secondary email address:
donna@floridaelder.com

Person Giving Notice:
ALFRED EDWIN SCHELLHORN

3428 Aviary Lane NW
Acworth, Georgia 30101

Legal 47636 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the provisions of
State law, there being due and
unpaid charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to satisfy an
owner and /or manager's lien of the
goods hereinafter described and
stored at the Life Storage location(s)
listed below.
Life Storage Store #408 - 1709
Blanding Blvd., Middleburg, FL
32068, 904-282-6341
Deane E Valkerie: Totes, Shelving,
Bikes
Mark E Strickland: Hsld gds/Furn,
Acctng Rcrds/Sales Sampls,
Tools/Applnces
Aundrea J Maiorino: Hsld gds/Furn,
Tools/Applnces
And, due notice having been given, to
the owner of said property and all
parties known to claim an interest
therein, and the time specified in
such notice for payment of such
having expired, the goods will be
sold to the highest bidder or
otherwise disposed of at a public
auction to be held online at www.Sto
rageTreasures.com which will end
on Monday, April 26, 2021 @ 10:00
AM
Legal 47580 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the undersigned intends to sell the
personal property described below
to enforce a lien imposed on said
property under The Florida Self
Storage Facility Act Statutes (Section
83.801 - 83.809). The undersigned will
sell by competitive bidding at
lockerfox.com on Tuesday the 27th
day of April, 2021 at 12:00 PM. Said
property is SecurCare Self Storage,
2000 Wells Road A, Orange Park, FL,
32073 Clay County Fucci, Dawn 101
GUITARS, TRUNK, LUGGAGE.
Lester, Chris 147 baby items,
exercise bike, shovel. Brooks, Melvin
427 dryer, microwave, leather sofa
set. All purchased items are sold as
is, where is, and must be removed
within 48 hours of the sale. A
refundable $100 cash deposit for
each unit won is required. All
purchases must be paid in cash. Sale
subject to cancellation in the event
of settlement between owner and
obligated party.
Legal 47639 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is March 18, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Dale S. Wilson
E-Mail Address:
wilsdale@bellsouth.net
Florida Bar No. 176945
Dale S. Wilson PA
PO Box 1808
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
Telephone: (904) 284-5618

Personal Representative:
DAVID MITCHELL

2988 Rosecrans Lane
Green Cove Springs, Fl 32043

Legal 47536 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper
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One easy step 
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 904-579-2153 
to request the necessary form. It will run 

in our legal section for one week for 
$35  Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name 
with the state and now need 

to run a fictitious name 
advertisement?

STARTING 
A NEW

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2018-CA-000798

NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING
Plaintiff(s),
vs.
JUNE E. HATLESTAD; LARRY L
HATLESTAD AKA LARRY LEE
H A T L E S T A D ;  C O N N E R
HATLESTAD; THE UNKNOWN

AMENDED NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION

DIVISION
CASE NO: 2020-CA-000343

NEW REZ LLC DBA SHELPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING,
Plaintiff,
vs
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OR
BENEFICIARIES OF THE ESTATE
OF BETTE GRESS ALEXANDER
A/K/A BETTE G. ALEXANDER,
DECEASED, et al.
Defendant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated March 08, 2021,
and entered in 2020-CA-000343 of the
Circuit Court of the FOURTH
Judicial Circuit in and for Clay
County, Florida, wherein NEW REZ
LLC DBA SHELPOINT MORTGAGE
SERVICING is the Plaintiff and THE
U N K N O W N  H E I R S  O R
BENEFICIARIES OF THE ESTATE
OF BETTE GRESS ALEXANDER
A/K/A BETTE G. ALEXANDER,
DECEASED; STEVEN TAYLOR
GRESS A/K/A STEVEN GRESS;
L A W R E N C E  C H R I S T O P H E R
GRESS; MATTHEW A. GRESS are
the Defendant(s). Tara S. Green as
the Clerk of the Circuit Court will

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
FOR ANNUAL

AUDIT SERVICES
CROSS CREEK NORTH

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENTDISTRICT

The Cross Creek North Community
Development District hereby
requests proposals for annual
financial auditing services. The
proposal must provide for the
auditing of the District's financial
records for the fiscal years ending
September 30, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024
and 2025. The District is a local unit
of special-purpose government
created under Chapter 190, Florida
Statutes, for the purpose of
financing, constructing, and
maintaining public infrastructure.
The District is located in Clay
County, Florida, and has an annual
net operating and debt service
b u d g e t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$1,029,688.01. The final contract will
require that, among other things, the
audit for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2021 be completed no
later than May 31, 2022.
Each auditing entity submitting a
proposal must be authorized to do
business in Florida; hold all
applicable state and federal
professional licenses in good
standing, including but not limited to
a license under Chapter 473, Florida
Statutes, and be qualified to conduct
audits in accordance with
"Government Auditing Standards," as
adopted by the Florida Board of
Accountancy. Audits shall be
conducted in accordance with
Florida law and particularly section
218.39, Florida Statutes, and the
rules of the Florida Auditor General.
Proposal packages, which include
evaluation criteria and instructions
to proposers, are available from the
District Manager at the address and
telephone number listed below.
Proposers must provide five (5)
copies of their proposal and one (1)
USB, using ONLY the following

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-000162

Division A
IN RE: ESTATE OF DONNA
MICHELLE MALAVE
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
DONNA MICHELLE MALAVE,
deceased, whose date of death was
December 14, 2020, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is Probate Division,
825 North Orange Avenue, Green
Cove Springs, Florida 32043. The
names and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
T I M E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED
WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET
FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF
THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is April 1, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
ALISON E. HICKMAN
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Florida Bar Number 085048
Grady H. Williams, Jr., LL.M.
Attorneys at Law, P.A.

LEGAL NOTICE
The District Board of Trustees of St.
Johns River State College will hold
its regularly scheduled monthly
meeting on Wednesday, April 21,
2021, at 2:00 p.m. in in the
Thrasher-Horne Center, Suites C and
D, on the Orange Park Campus, 283
College Drive, Orange Park, Florida.
The agenda may include, but is not
limited to, business affairs,
personnel matters, facilities items,
academic and student affairs, and a
public hearing and subsequent
action on the following:

Addition of SJR Rule 5.49-
COVID-19 Leave Policy

Authority for the rules is found in
Florida Statutes, Section 1001.64 (18).
If any person wishes to appeal any
decision made by the Board of
Trustees of St. Johns River State
College with respect to any matter
considered at such meeting, he or
she will need a record of the
proceedings and may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made.
Immediately prior to the regular
monthly meeting, the Board of
Trustees will hold a Board Budget
workshop. The workshop is
scheduled to begin at 1:00 p.m. and
will be available to view at you-
tube.com/sjrstate. Immediately
following the regular monthly
meeting, there will be an Executive
Session relative to collective
bargaining.
Estimated economic impact on all
affected persons cannot be
determined. Copies of the proposed
rules and fee adjustments can be
examined at the Administration
Building, St. Johns River State
College, 5001 St. Johns Avenue,
Palatka, Florida, between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
Pursuant to the provisions of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any
p e r s o n  r e q u i r i n g  s p e c i a l
accommodations to participate in the
noticed meeting should contact the
College at the following address at
least five days before the date of the
scheduled meeting: Edie Bruce,
Director of Human Resources,
3 8 6 - 3 1 2 - 4 0 7 4  o r  e d i e b r u c e
@sjrstate.edu.
Persons with speech or hearing
impairments should contact the
College using the Florida Relay
Service, 1-800-955-8771 (TDD) or
1-800-955-8770 (Voice).
Legal 47627 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION

DIVISION
Case No. 2019-CA-000920

Caliber Home Loans, Inc.,
Plaintiff,
vs.
Kayla Michelle Harris; Amanda Lou
Harris; Pine Ridge Plantation
Owners Association, Inc.,
Defendants.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment,
entered in Case No. 2019-CA-000920
of the Circuit Court of the Fourth
Judicial Circuit, in and for Clay
County, Florida, wherein Caliber
Home Loans, Inc. is the Plaintiff and
Kayla Michelle Harris; Amanda Lou
Harris; Pine Ridge Plantation
Owners Association, Inc. are the
Defendants, that I will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash at
www.clay.realforeclose.com,
beginning at 10:00AM on May 28,
2021, the following described
property as set forth in said Final
Judgment, to wit:
L O T  6 0 0 ,  P I N E  R I D G E
PLANTATION REPLAT PHASE 2-A,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 57, PAGES 9-14, OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
Dated this 1st day of April, 2021.

(seal)
Tara Green

As Clerk of the Court
By: Taylor Tison
As Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the ADA Coordinator for the circuit
court system at crtintrp@coj.net or
(904) 630-2564 at least 7 days before
your scheduled court appearance, or
immediately upon receiving this
notification if the time before the
scheduled appearance is less than 7
days; if you are hearing or voice
impaired, call 711.
Legal 47616 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

Notice of Sale

REQUEST FOR
BID NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
sealed Bids will be received until
4:00pm, Monday, May 10, 2021 at the
Clay County Administration
Building, Fourth Floor, Purchasing
Department, 477 Houston Street,
Green Cove Springs, Florida, for the
following:
BID NO. 20/21-33, WIND RETROFIT
OF THE ORANGE PARK SHERIFF

SUBSTATION
Bids will be opened at 9:00am, or as
soon thereafter, on Tuesday, May 11,
2021 at the Clay County
Administration Building, Conference
Room "B", 4th floor, 477 Houston St,
Green Cove Springs, Florida. Bids
will not be valid unless received by
the qualification deadline.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting has
been scheduled for Wednesday,
April 21, 2021 at 10:30am at the
Orange Park Sheriff Substation, 212
Blanding Blvd., Orange Park,
Florida, 32073.
The opened Bids will be read aloud
and preserved in the custody of the
Purchasing Department for later
examination for conformance to all
bid requirements.
Bids require a five percent (5%) bid
bond and may not be withdrawn after
the scheduled opening time for a
period of thirty (30) days. The term
bid bond shall include bonds or
cashier or certified checks payable
to Clay County Board of County
Commissioners.
All communications with the County
regarding this Bid should be
directed to Kris Collora, Purchasing
Department, (904) 529-3857 or by
email:
purchasing@claycountygov.com
Interested vendors are advised that
the Clay County Board of County
Commissioners has a local
preference policy. The complete
policy can be viewed at: www.clayco
untygov.com/government/purchasing
During the Request for Bid Period,
from publication of the notice of a
Request for Bids to the making of a
Bid Decision, and during any related
Protest Period, Bidders are
prohibited from contacting, by any
m e a n s ,  w h e t h e r  o r a l l y ,
telephonically, electronically or in
writing, any member of the Board,
any County Employee, including the
County Manager, the County
Attorney, or the Commission Auditor,
any member of the designated
Evaluation Committee or any agent
of the County regarding the Request
for Bids in any respect, with the
exception of (i) inquiries may be
submitted to the Purchasing
Department or other County
Employees or agents if specifically
provided in the Request for Bids (ii)
pre-Bid conferences provided for in
the request package; and (iii) formal
presentations by Bidders to the
designated Evaluation Committee or
to the Board or any committee
thereof specifically contemplated in
the Request for Bids.
FOLLOWING THE BID OPENING
AND TABULATION, A "NOTICE OF
INTENT TO AWARD BID" OR A
"NOTICE OF REJECTION OF ALL
BIDS" WILL BE POSTED ON THE
INTERNET AT: https://www.claycou
ntygov.com/government/purchasing/
bcc-bid-tabs-current-bids-intent-bids
-rejection-bids THIS WEBPAGE CAN
ALSO BE ACCESSED FROM THE
HOMEPAGE OF THE COUNTY'S
WEBSITE AT: www.claycountygov.c

Bid Notices

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Coral Custom & Co.

Located in the County of CLAY, in
the City of Middleburg, Florida,
32068 intends to register the said
name with the Division of
Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee,
Florida.
Dated at Middleburg, Florida, this
31st day of March, 2021.
Owner/corp: Tyler D. Vaughan
Legal 47628 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

Cards only. Contents to be removed
within 24 hours.Morgan Mini Stor-It
369 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park, FL 32073
Phone: 904-272-2201
Fax: 904-272-0506
Email: morgranop@aol.com
Legal 47591 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

H E I R S ,  D E V I S E E S ,
BENEFICIARIES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNS, CREDITORS, LIENORS,
AND TRUSTEES OF LARRY L
HATLESTAD AKA LARRY LEE
HATLESTAD, DECEASED, AND
ALL OTHER PERSONS CLAIMING
BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND
A G A I N S T  T H E  N A M E D
DEFENDANTS; THE UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF JUNE E. HATLESTAD;
THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
L A R R Y  L .  H A T L E S T A D ;
MAGNOLIA POINT COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION, INC.; COMPASS
BANK; THE UNKNOWN TENANT
IN POSSESSION
Defendant(s)
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT,
pursuant to Plaintiff's Final
Judgment of Foreclosure entered on
M a r c h  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  i n  t h e
above-captioned action, the Clerk of
Court will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash at www.clay.realfore
close.com in accordance with
Chapter 45, Florida Statutes on the
28th day of May, 2021 at 10:00 AM on
the following described property as
set forth in said Final Judgment of
Foreclosure or order, to wit:
Lot 6 of MAGNOLIA POINT GOLF
AND COUNTRY CLUB PHASE II,
according to the Plat thereof as
recorded in Plat Book 22, Page(s)
20-30, of the Public Records of Clay
County, Florida.
Property address: 3690 Cherry Hills
Court, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens, must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT. If you are a person with a
disabil i ty  who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you
are entitled, at not cost you, to the
provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the ADA Coordinator
for the circuit court system at
crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 630-2565 at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
Date: April 1, 2021

(seal)
Tara S. Green

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
As Clerk of the Court

By: Jaimie Pippin
Deputy Clerk

Legal 47615 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper 18-004463-1

om BY SELECTING PURCHASING
D I V I S I O N  F R O M  T H E
DEPARTMENT MENU. NO OTHER
NOTICE WILL BE POSTED.
PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE
NOTIFIED THAT THE FAILURE TO
INCLUDE WITHIN THE SEALED
BID ENVELOPE A PROPER BID
BOND OR OTHER SECURITY
A P P R O V E D  U N D E R  T H E
COUNTY'S PURCHASING POLICY,
IF REQUIRED FOR THIS
REQUEST,WILL RESULT IN
REJECTION OF THE BID AND
SHALL, AS WELL AS THE
FAILURE TO FILE A WRITTEN
NOTICE OF PROTEST AND TO
FILE A WRITTEN PETITION
INITIATING A FORMAL PROTEST
PROCEEDING WITHIN THE TIMES
A N D  I N  T H E  M A N N E R
PRESCRIBED IN CHAPTER 8,
SECTION I OF THE COUNTY'S
PURCHASING POLICY SHALL,
CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
RIGHT TO PROTEST THE BID
REQUEST, ANY ADDENDUM
THERETO, OR THE BID DECISION,
AS APPLICABLE, AND TO
INITIATE A FORMAL PROTEST
PROCEEDING UNDER THE
PURCHASING POLICY. THE
COUNTY'S PURCHASING POLICY
CAN BE VIEWED AT THE
C O U N T Y ' S  W E B S I T E  B Y
FOLLOWING THE APPROPRIATE
LINKS FROM THE HOMEPAGE
ADDRESS SET FORTH ABOVE.
IF A PROSPECTIVE BIDDER IS IN
DOUBT WHETHER THIS REQUEST
REQUIRES A BID BOND, SUCH
PROSPECTIVE BIDDER IS SOLELY
RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING
APPROPRIATE INQUIRY.
THE BOARD RESERVES THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS WITHOUT CAUSE AND TO
W A I V E  T E C H N I C A L  A N D
N O N - T E C H N I C A L  O R
NON-MATERIAL DEFECTS IN THE
REQUEST OR SUBMITTAL OF ANY
BIDS.
Legal 47634 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

1543 Kingsley Avenue Suite 5
Orange Park, FL 32073
Telephone: (904) 264-8800
Fax: (904) 264-0155
Primary email address:
alison@floridaelder.com
Secondary email address:
donna@floridaelder.com

Personal Representative:
BRITTANY TERESE LEON

1703 Whitman Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32210

Legal 47594 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE OF
WORKSHOP

OF THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
The Board of County Commissioners
of Clay County, Florida, will hold an
Animal Services Workshop on
Thursday, April 15, 2021 from 2 p.m.
to 5 p.m. in the BCC Meeting Room,
4th floor, Clay County Administration
Building, 477 Houston Street, Green
Cove Springs, Florida.
All interested persons are invited to
attend and be heard at the meeting.
Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida
Statutes, a person deciding to appeal
any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at
the meeting of the Board or any
subsequent meeting to which the
B o a r d  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  i t s
deliberations is advised that such
person will need a record of all
proceedings and may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of all
proceeding is made, which must
include the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans
With Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter should
contact the Clay County ADA
Coordinator by mail at Post Office
Box 1366, Green Cove Springs,
Florida 32043, or by telephone at
number (904) 269-6376, no later than
three (3) days prior to the meeting
for which this notice has been given.
Hearing impaired persons can
access the foregoing telephone
number by contacting the Florida
Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770
(Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
Legal 47104 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

delivery methods, UPS, FedEx or
Hand Delivery to Rizzetta &
Company, Inc., 2806 North Fifth
Street, Unit 403, St. Augustine,
Florida 32084 ("District Manager")
telephone (904) 436-6270, in an
envelope marked on the outside
"Auditing Services - Cross Creek
North Community Development
District." Proposals must be received
by Friday, April 23, 2021 at 12:00
p.m., at the office of the District
Manager. Please direct all questions
regarding this Notice to the District
Manager.
Lesley Gallagher
District Manager
Legal 47614 published April 8, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper
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One easy step 
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 904-579-2153 
to request the necessary form. It will run 

in our legal section for one week for 
$35  Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name 
with the state and now need 

to run a fictitious name 
advertisement?

STARTING 
A NEW

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2020 CA 000706

121 FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION,
Plaintiff,
vs.
BRADLEY BAYES, JODI BAYES,
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), N.A.,
AND UNKNOWN TENANT,
Defendants.
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, Clerk of Circuit Court,
Clay County, Florida, will on June 1,
2021, at 10:00 a.m., online at www.cl
ay.realforeclose.com, offer for sale,
one by one, to the highest bidder for
cash, the property located in Clay
County, as follows:
A PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN
LOT 2, DIVISION 1, SILCOX
E S T A T E ,  C L A Y  C O U N T Y ,
FLORIDA, ACCORDING TO PLAT
BOOK 2, PAGE 42 OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF SAID COUNTY, AND
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2018-CA-001355

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,
LLC
Plaintiff(s),
vs.
T H E  U N K N O W N  H E I R S ,
DEVISEES, BENEFICIARIES,
G R A N T E E S ,  A S S I G N S ,
CREDITORS, LIENORS, AND
TRUSTEES OF WILLIAM Q.
CRUCE, DECEASED, AND ALL
OTHER PERSONS CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THE NAMED DEFENDANTS;
DOLORES ANN CRUCE AKA
DOLORES A. CRUCE; DARRELL L
CRUCE; WILLIAM EARL CRUCE
Defendant(s)
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT,
pursuant to Plaintiff's Final
Judgment of Foreclosure entered on
M a r c h  2 4 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  i n  t h e
above-captioned action, the Clerk of
Court will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash at www.clay.realfore
close.com in accordance with
Chapter 45, Florida Statutes on the
10th day of May, 2021 at 10:00 AM on
the following described property as
set forth in said Final Judgment of
Foreclosure or order, to wit:
LOT 29, HIBERNIA FOREST UNIT
TWO, ACCORDING TO THE MAP
O R  P L A T  T H E R E O F ,  A S
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5,
PAGE(S) 48, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA.
Property address: 925 Hibernia
Forest Drive, Fleming Island, FL
32003
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens, must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT. If you are a person with a
disabil i ty  who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you
are entitled, at not cost you, to the
provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the ADA Coordinator
for the circuit court system at
crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 630-2565 at

NOTICE OF SALE
IN THE 4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COURT IN AND FOR CLAY

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 2020-CA-00404

21ST MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,
vs.
CHARLES RANDALL CALLEY;
MANDY LEE CALLEY; and
UNKNOWN TENANT
Defendant.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment dated
November 18, 2020 entered in Case
No.: 2020 CA 404 of the Circuit Court
in and for Clay County, Florida,
wherein CHALRES RANDALL
CALLEY and MANDY LEE CALLEY,
are the Defendants, that Tara S.
Green will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash, on April 26,
2021, at 10:00 a.m., at the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, online at www.clay.re
alforeclose.com, the following
described real property as set forth
in the Final Judgment: Legal: SEE
ATTACHED EXHIBIT "A"
TOGETHER WITH A 2018 LIVE
O A K  M O D E L  7 6  X  3 2
M A N U F A C T U R E D  H O M E
B E A R I N G  S E R I A L  N O . ' S :
L O H G A 1 1 7 1 8 7 3 1 A  A N D
LOHGA11718731B.
NOTICE
IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING
A RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING
AFTER THE SALE, YOU MUST
FILE A CLAIM WITH THE CLERK
NO LATER THAN THE DATE THAT
THE CLERK REPORTS THE
FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED. IF YOU
FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU WILL
NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY
REMAINING FUNDS. AFTER THE
FUNDS ARE REPORTED AS
UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER
OF RECORD AS OF THE DATE OF
THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM
THE SURPLUS.
Dated this 5th day of April, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

Clerk of the Circuit Court
by: Taylor Tison
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT, PERSONS NEEDING SPECIAL
A C C O M M O D A T I O N  T O
PARTICIPATE IN THIS FUNCTION
SHOULD CONTACT COUNTY CIVIL
NOT LATER THAN ONE (1) DAY
PRIOR TO THE FUNCTION
904-630-2028; if you are hearing
impaired, call 1-800-955-8771; if you
are  vo ice  impaired ,  ca l l
1-800-955-8770.

Exhibit A
A portion of Sections 35 and 36,
Township 7 South, Range 26 East,
Clay County, Florida, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Commencing at the intersection of
the Westerly Right-of-Way line of
U.S. Highway #17 (state road #15), as
now established, with the north line
of said Section 35; thence South
3°19'58" East, and along said
Right-Of-Way line, 491.78 feet to the
Point of Beginning; thence continue
South 3°19'58" East, and along said
Right-of-Way line, 150.29 feet; thence
North 89°46'00" West, 270.93 feet;
thence North 4°52'02" East, 150.49

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN

AND FOR CLAY COUNTY
G E N E R A L  J U R I S D I C T I O N

DIVISION
CASE NO. 2020CA000608

SPECIALIZED LOAN SERVICING
LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JOSE A DELACRUZ A/K/A JOSE A.
DE LA CRUZ, et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Summary Final
Judgment of Foreclosure filed March
30, 2021 entered in Civil Case No.
2020CA000608 of the Circuit Court of
the FOURTH Judicial Circuit in and
for Clay County, Green Cove Springs,
Florida, the Clerk of Court, TARA S.
GREEN, will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash at www.Clay.Re
alForeclose.com in accordance with
Chapter 45, Florida Statutes on the
28th day of May 2021 at 10:00 AM on
the following described property as
set forth in said Summary Final
Judgment, to-wit:
LOT 5, BLOCK 3 OF HERITAGE
FARMS UNIT 1, ACCORDING TO
THE PLAT THEREOF AS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 13,
PAGE(S) OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the Lis Pendens, must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
Dated this 1st day of April, 2021.

(seal)
TARA S. GREEN

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
As Clerk of the Court

BY: Rebecca Crews
Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability
who needs an accommodation in
order to access court facilities or
participate in a court proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
To request such an accommodation,
please contact Court Administration
at least three business days prior to
the required service by using one of
the following methods: Phone - (904)
630-2564; Fax - (904) 630-1146;
TTD/TTY - (800) 955-8770 (Florida
Relay Service). E-Mail - crtintrp
@coj.net.
Legal 47620 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper 6722332

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2019CA001190

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,
LLC,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
CHRISTOPHER C. HARRIS;
KRISTEN ELIZABETH HARRIS;
J A S O N  R O B E R T  H A R R I S ;
U N K N O W N  S P O U S E  O F
CHRISTOPHER C. HARRIS;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF KRISTEN
ELIZABETH HARRIS; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF JASON ROBERT
H A R R I S ;  S W E E T B R I A R
HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION,
INC.; UNKNOWN TENANT 1;
UNKNOWN TENANT 2,
Defendant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
sale will be made pursuant to an
Order of Final Judgment. Final
Judgment was awarded on March 31,
2 0 2 1  i n  C i v i l  C a s e  N o .
2019-CA-001190, of the Circuit Court
of the FOURTH Judicial Circuit in
and for Clay County, Florida,
wherein,  LAKEVIEW LOAN
SERVICING, LLC is the Plaintiff,
and CHRISTOPHER C. HARRIS;
KRISTEN ELIZABETH HARRIS;
J A S O N  R O B E R T  H A R R I S ;
U N K N O W N  S P O U S E  O F
CHRISTOPHER C. HARRIS;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF KRISTEN
ELIZABETH HARRIS; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF JASON ROBERT
H A R R I S ;  S W E E T B R I A R
HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION,
INC.; UNKNOWN TENANT 1;
UNKNOWN TENANT 2, are
Defendants.
The Clerk of the Court, Tara S. Green
will sell to the highest bidder for
cash at www.clay.realforeclose.com
on May 17, 2021 at 10:00 AM EST the
following described real property as
set forth in said Final Judgment, to
wit:
LOT 30, SWEETBRIAR, UNIT 1,
ACCORDING TO PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 29,
PAGES 17, 18 AND 19 OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of
the court on April 1, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S Green

CLERK OF THE COURT
Rebecca Crews

Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT: If you are a person with a
disabil i ty  who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you
are entitled at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the ADA Coordinator
for the circuit court system at
crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 630-2564 at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
Legal 47622 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF SAID LOT 2; THENCE
ON THE WESTERLY LINE
THEREOF RUN NORTH 00
DEGREES 53 MINUTES 00
SECONDS WEST 145.00 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING;
THENCE CONTINUE ON LAST
SAID LINE NORTH 00 DEGREES 53
MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST
145.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89
DEGREES 07 MINUTES 00
SECONDS EAST 300.00 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 53
MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST 145.00
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89
DEGREES 07 MINUTES 00
SECONDS WEST 300.00 FEET TO
SAID POINT OF BEGINNING;
SUBJECT TO A 20 FOOT WIDE
EASEMENT OVER THE EASTERLY
2 0  F E E T  O F  T H E
AFOREDESCRIBED PARCEL OF
LAND; ALSO TOGETHER WITH
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED 20
FOOT WIDE EASEMENT FOR
I N G R E S S ,  E G R E S S  A N D
UTILITIES:
BEGIN AT THE NORTHEAST
CORNER OF THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED PARCEL "B" THENCE
ON THE NORTH LINE THEREOF
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 07 MINUTES
00 SECONDS WEST 20.00 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 53
MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST
145.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89
DEGREES 07 MINUTES 00
SECONDS EAST 20.00 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 53
MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST 145.00
FEET TO SAID POINT OF
BEGINNING. TOGETHER WITH A
NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR
I N G R E S S  A N D  E G R E S S
E X T E N D I N G  F R O M  T H E
SOUTHERN TERMINUS OF A
C O U N T Y  R O A D  T O  T H E
NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE
ABOVE DESCRIBED REAL
PROPERTY AND BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
A 66-FOOT-WIDE PARCEL OF
LAND BEING A PORTION OF LOTS
1 AND 2, DIVISION 1, SILCOX
E S T A T E ,  C L A Y  C O U N T Y ,
FLORIDA, ACCORDING TO PLAT
BOOK 2, PAGE 42, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF SAID COUNTY,
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF SAID LOT 2, DIVISION
1, SAID SILCOX ESTATE; THENCE
ON THE WESTERLY LINE
THEREOF, RUN NORTH 00
DEGREES 53 MINUTES WEST 435.0
FEET; THENCE NORTH 89
DEGREES 07 MINUTES EAST 280.0
FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING; THENCE NORTH 12
DEGREES 23 MINUTES 16
SECONDS WEST 423.26 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 78 DEGREES 49
MINUTES EAST 66.0 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 11 DEGREES 11
MINUTES EAST 13.77 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 12 DEGREES 23
MINUTES 16 SECONDS EAST 422.92
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89
DEGREES 07 MINUTES WEST 67.35
FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING.
pursuant to the Final Judgment of
Foreclosure entered on March 29,
2021, in the above-styled cause,
pending in said Court.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens must file
a claim with the Clerk no later than
the date the Clerk reports the funds
as unclaimed..
Dated April 6, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

Clerk of the Court
By: Taylor Tison
As Deputy Clerk

Legal 47640 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
Date: March 24, 2021

(seal)
Tara S. Green

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
As Clerk of the Court

By: Jaimie Pippin
Deputy Clerk

Legal 47585 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper 18-012261-1

sell to the highest and best bidder for
cash at www.clay.realforeclose.com,
at 10:00 AM, on May 07, 2021, the
following described property as set
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 8, BLOCK 111, JACKSONVILLE
SOUTH UNIT TWO, AS PER PLAT
BOOK 11, PAGE 1 THRU 13 OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA. TOGETHER
WITH MOBILE HOME VIN
NUMBER GAFLY75A37149WS21
Property Address: 2558 ZUNNIA ST,
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens must file
a claim in accordance with Florida
Statutes, Section 45.031.
Dated this 16th day of March, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

As Clerk of the Court
By: Rebecca Crews

As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT. If you are a person with a
disabil i ty  who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you
are entitled at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the ADA Coordinator
at crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 255-1695
at least 7 days before you scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
Legal 47541 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper 20-062439

feet; thence South 89°46'00" East,
248.43 feet to the Point of Beginning
and to close.
Less and except that portion
conveyed in O.R. Book 1200 Page 139,
Public Records of Clay County,
Florida.
Legal 47637 published April 8 and
April 15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

Notice of Sale Notice of Sale Notice of Sale

READ

SHOP

LIVE

LOCAL.

LOCAL.

LOCAL.

Notice of Sale Notice of Sale
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Managing your family’s health is easier 
at Baptist Medical Center Clay.

Primary Care from family 
medicine doctors and 
pediatricians

Cardiology to diagnose, treat 
and manage heart conditions; 
on-site testing 

Imaging and Testing 
CT, MRI, X-ray, ultrasound, lab
bone density and mammography

Ear, Nose & Throat specialists 
for allergies, sinus, hearing 
and more

Orthopedics and sports 
medicine provided by JOI, 
where the pros go

Emergency care for adults 
and kids; backed by Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital

US 17 and Village Square Parkway 
1771 Baptist Clay Drive
Fleming Island, Florida 32003

Same-day and next-day 
appointments available.

      904.202.4YOU (4968)

© Baptist Health 2021

Advanced Surgical Care in our 
new state-of-the-art outpatient 
surgery center

COMING SOON! Our Clay campus 
is expanding to become a full-service 
100-bed hospital opening Fall 2022.
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